
Courtesy Resolution 
Thanking and Commending the Bishop Discernment and Nominating Committee 
 
Resolved, That the 187th Convention of the Episcopal Church in Vermont express deep gratitude 
to, and commend the work of, the Bishop Discernment and Nominating Committee (BDNC), 
whose tireless, careful, and prayerful efforts led to the nomination of three candidates for, and 
the ultimate election of the Right Reverend Shannon MacVean-Brown as, the eleventh Bishop of 
Vermont. 

In Chapter 12 of his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul notes that “the body does not consist of 
one member but of many,” but, at the same time, although “there are many members,” there is 
“yet one body.” This theme of unity in diversity characterized the workings of the Bishop 
Discernment and Nominating Committee of 2018-2019 throughout the year-long discernment 
and search process.   

The BDNC had a two-fold charge:  First, to discern where the Holy Spirit was guiding the 
Church in Vermont and to incorporate that guidance into a profile for our eleventh bishop; 
second, to present to the Standing Committee a slate of candidates for our next bishop who most 
closely fit the gifts, talents, skills, and experiences articulated in the profile. 

During the summer of 2018, the BDNC conducted more than 30 listening sessions, involving 
more than 500 participants, with members of parishes located all over Vermont (and in one 
Delegated Episcopal Pastoral Oversight parish in New York State as well), with diocesan staff 
and committees, and with active and retired clergy throughout the state. At the same time as they 
were facilitating listening sessions, BDNC members were conducting research into diocesan and 
parish structure and finances, and exploring and analyzing alternative models of episcopal 
leadership being used in the wider church. Throughout this period of listening and learning, 
committee members were reflecting, discussing, and praying about the future of the Episcopal 
Church in Vermont, in order to discern where the Holy Spirit was guiding them, and to 
incorporate that discernment into the profile for our eleventh bishop. 

The profile was widely read; many priests responded to it by saying that they felt a call to 
become the next bishop of Vermont. Members of the BDNC read more than 800 pages of written 
materials submitted by candidates, conducted over 20 hours of video interviews with candidates, 
interviewed over 100 candidate references—bishops, clergy colleagues, seminary faculty 
members, parishioners, and others—and eventually, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
with a sense of deep humility, narrowed down a large group of candidates to the slate of finalists 
recommended to the Standing Committee. 

Under the leadership of its chair, Maggie Thompson, the BDNC was able to bring the unique 
skills, experiences, and talents of its members together into fruitful collaborative work. For many 
members of the committee, the time spent together in the bishop discernment and search was one 
of the most personally, and spiritually, fulfilling experiences of their lives. The committee 
members, along with all of us in the Episcopal Church in Vermont, look forward to deepening 



the conversations started during the discernment and search process with Bishop Shannon, and 
with the entire church in Vermont, in the years ahead.  

Lay Members Clergy Members 
Maggie Thompson (Chair) John Miller 
Valerie Abrahamsen Christine Moseley 
James Biernat Scott Neal 
Eric Davis Zarina Suárez O’Hagin 
Ann Guillot Lisa Ransom 
Corrie Wilcox   
 
Chaplain to the BDNC:  The Rev. Carole Wageman 
Search Consultant:  The Rev. Gary Butterworth, Diocese of Western North Carolina 

 


