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Welcome to Morning Prayer with the people of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont.

A few notes about today's service.  
Please leave your microphone on mute during the 

responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to 
unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers, 
then remember to mute it again when you have completed 

your prayer. 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that 
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching.

MORNING PRAYER FROM

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

 April 9, 2020
Maundy Thursday



Opening Sentence        

The Officiant says 
Holy Week
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.    Isaiah 53:6

Confession of Sin       BCP 79 

Officiant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

 A period of silence is kept.

All say together

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will,
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and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter      BCP 80 

OfficiantLord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen.

OfficiantThe Lord is full of compassion and mercy:
People Come let us adore him.

        
Venite Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
   let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
   and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
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For the Lord is a great God, *  
   and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
   and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
   and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
   and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his 
hand. * 
   Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

OfficiantThe Lord is full of compassion and mercy:
People Come let us adore him.

Psalm or Psalms Appointed                         

The Psalm is read in unison
Psalm  102 Domine, exaudi
1 Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come before you; *
   hide not your face from me in the day of my trouble.

2 Incline your ear to me; *
   when I call, make haste to answer me,
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3 For my days drift away like smoke, *
   and my bones are hot as burning coals.

4 My heart is smitten like grass and withered, *
   so that I forget to eat my bread.

5 Because of the voice of my groaning *
   I am but skin and bones.

6 I have become like a vulture in the wilderness, *
   like an owl among the ruins.

7 I lie awake and groan; *
   I am like a sparrow, lonely on a house-top.

8 My enemies revile me all day long, *
   and those who scoff at me have taken an oath against me.

9 For I have eaten ashes for bread *
   and mingled my drink with weeping.

10 Because of your indignation and wrath *
   you have lifted me up and thrown me away.

11 My days pass away like a shadow, *
   and I wither like the grass.

12 But you, O Lord, endure for ever, *
   and your Name from age to age.
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13 You will arise and have compassion on Zion,
for it is time to have mercy upon her; *
   indeed, the appointed time has come.

14 For your servants love her very rubble, *
   and are moved to pity even for her dust.

15 The nations shall fear your Name, O Lord, *
   and all the kings of the earth your glory.

16 For the Lord will build up Zion, * and his glory will appear.

17 He will look with favor on the prayer of the homeless; *
   he will not despise their plea.

18 Let this be written for a future generation, *
   so that a people yet unborn may praise the Lord.

19 For the Lord looked down from his holy place on high; *
   from the heavens he beheld the earth;

20 That he might hear the groan of the captive *
   and set free those condemned to die;

21 That they may declare in Zion the Name of the Lord, *
   and his praise in Jerusalem;

22 When the peoples are gathered together, *
   and the kingdoms also, to serve the Lord.
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23 He has brought down my strength before my time; *
   he has shortened the number of my days;

24 And I said, "O my God,
do not take me away in the midst of my days; *
   your years endure throughout all generations.

25 In the beginning, O Lord, 
you laid the foundations of the earth, *
   and the heavens are the work of your hands;

26 They shall perish, but you will endure;
they all shall wear out like a garment; *
   as clothing you will change them, 
   and they shall be changed;

27 But you are always the same, *
   and your years will never end.

28 The children of your servants shall continue, *
   and their offspring shall stand fast in your sight."

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen.
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The Lessons 
First Reading:   
Reader:  A reading from Lamentations (2:10-18)
10 The elders of daughter Zion
   sit on the ground in silence;
they have thrown dust on their heads
   and put on sackcloth;
the young girls of Jerusalem
   have bowed their heads to the ground. 

11 My eyes are spent with weeping;
   my stomach churns;
my bile is poured out on the ground
   because of the destruction of my people,
because infants and babes faint
   in the streets of the city. 

12 They cry to their mothers,
   ‘Where is bread and wine?’
as they faint like the wounded
   in the streets of the city,
as their life is poured out
   on their mothers’ bosom. 

13 What can I say for you, to what compare you,
   O daughter Jerusalem?
To what can I liken you, that I may comfort you,
   O virgin daughter Zion?
For vast as the sea is your ruin;
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   who can heal you? 

14 Your prophets have seen for you
   false and deceptive visions;
they have not exposed your iniquity
   to restore your fortunes,
but have seen oracles for you
   that are false and misleading. 

15 All who pass along the way
   clap their hands at you;
they hiss and wag their heads
   at daughter Jerusalem;
‘Is this the city that was called
   the perfection of beauty,
   the joy of all the earth?’ 

16 All your enemies
   open their mouths against you;
they hiss, they gnash their teeth,
   they cry: ‘We have devoured her!
Ah, this is the day we longed for;
   at last we have seen it!’ 

17 The Lord has done what he purposed,
   he has carried out his threat;
as he ordained long ago,
   he has demolished without pity;
he has made the enemy rejoice over you,
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   and exalted the might of your foes. 

18 Cry aloud* to the Lord!
   O wall of daughter Zion!
Let tears stream down like a torrent
   day and night!
Give yourself no rest,
   your eyes no respite! 
 
Here ends the reading.

read in unison    
Canticle 10 The Second Song of Isaiah Quaerite Dominum 
Isaiah 55:6-11 
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
   call upon him when he draws near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
   and the evil ones their thoughts; 
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, 
* 
   and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
   nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
   so are my ways higher than your ways, 
   and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
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For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
   and return not again, but water the earth, 
Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
   seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
   it will not return to me empty; 
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
   and prosper in that for which I sent it.
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Gospel 

A reading from the Gospel of Mark (14:12-25)
12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover 
lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him, ‘Where do you 
want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?’ 13 So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 
‘Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet 
you; follow him, 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner 
of the house, “The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room 
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” 15 He will 
show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make 
preparations for us there.’ 16 So the disciples set out and 
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went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; 
and they prepared the Passover meal.

17 When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And 
when they had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, 
‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating 
with me.’ 19 They began to be distressed and to say to him 
one after another, ‘Surely, not I?’ 20 He said to them, ‘It is 
one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread* into the bowl* 
with me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 
would have been better for that one not to have been born.’

22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after 
blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is 
my body.’ 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he 
gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 24 He said to 
them, ‘This is my blood of the* covenant, which is poured 
out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of 
the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.’

Here ends the reading.
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The Apostles' Creed                BCP 96 
All say together 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers         BCP 97 
                   
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages A
V.  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.  And grant us your salvation. 
V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.  Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.  Your saving health among all nations. 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V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collects  

The Collects of the Day 
Maundy Thursday
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he 
suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: 
Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy 
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Together
A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: 
We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy 
Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may 
not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking 
in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the 
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storm and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage 
to us all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will 
make us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to 
endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and 
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen. (edited 
excerpt From: “A New Zealand Prayer Book.”)

The Officiant says

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time.

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. 
Please unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. 
When you have completed your prayer, return the 
microphone to mute.) 

The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission

A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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The General Thanksgiving             BCP 101 
The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
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be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Concluding Sentence     BCP 102 

!  18


