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Welcome to Morning Prayer 
with the people of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Vermont.

A few notes about today's service.  
Please leave your microphone on mute during the 

responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to 
unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers, 
then remember to mute it again when you have completed 

your prayer. 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that 
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching.

MORNING PRAYER FROM

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

Wednesday April 8, 2020
Wednesday in Holy Week

 



Opening Sentences         

The Officiant says one of the following

Holy Week
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.    Isaiah 53:6

Confession of Sin       BCP 79 

Officiant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

 A period of silence is kept.

All say together

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will,
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and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter      BCP 80 

OfficiantLord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen.

OfficiantThe Lord is full of compassion and mercy:
People Come let us adore him.

Said in unison Jubilate   Psalm 100       
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
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Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *

give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; *

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
OfficiantThe Lord is full of compassion and mercy:
People Come let us adore him.

Psalm or Psalms Appointed                         

The Psalm is read in unison
Psalm 55 Exaudi, Deus
1 Hear my prayer, O God; *
   do not hide yourself from my petition.

2 Listen to me and answer me; *
   I have no peace, because of my cares.

3 I am shaken by the noise of the enemy *
   and by the pressure of the wicked;

4 For they have cast an evil spell upon me *
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   and are set against me in fury.

5 My heart quakes within me, *
and the terrors of death have fallen upon me.

6 Fear and trembling have come over me, *
   and horror overwhelms me.

7 And I said, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! *
   I would fly away and be at rest.

8 I would flee to a far-off place *
   and make my lodging in the wilderness.

9 I would hasten to escape *
   from the stormy wind and tempest."

10 Swallow them up, O Lord; confound their speech; *
   for I have seen violence and strife in the city.

11 Day and night the watchmen make their rounds
upon her walls, *
   but trouble and misery are in the midst of her.
12 There is corruption at her heart; *
   her streets are never free of oppression and deceit.

13 For had it been an adversary who taunted me,
then I could have borne it; *
   or had it been an enemy who vaunted himself against me,
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   then I could have hidden from him.

14 But it was you, a man after my own heart, *
   my companion, my own familiar friend.

15 We took sweet counsel together, *
   and walked with the throng in the house of God.

16 Let death come upon them suddenly;
let them go down alive into the grave; *
   for wickedness is in their dwellings, in their very midst.

17 But I will call upon God, * and the Lord will deliver me.

18 In the evening, in the morning, and at noonday,
I will complain and lament, *
   and he will hear my voice.

19 He will bring me safely back 
from the battle waged against me; *
   for there are many who fight me.

20 God, who is enthroned of old, 
will hear me and bring them down; *
   they never change; they do not fear God.

21 My companion stretched forth his hand 
against his comrade; *
   he has broken his covenant.
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22 His speech is softer than butter, * but war is in his heart.

23 His words are smoother than oil, *
   but they are drawn swords.

24 Cast your burden upon the Lord, and he will sustain you; *
   he will never let the righteous stumble.

25 For you will bring the bloodthirsty and deceitful *
   down to the pit of destruction, O God.

26 They shall not live out half their days, *
   but I will put my trust in you.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen.

The Lessons 
First Reading:   
Reader:  A reading from Lamentations (2:1-9)
2 How the Lord in his anger
   has humiliated* daughter Zion!
He has thrown down from heaven to earth
   the splendor of Israel;
he has not remembered his footstool
   on the day of his anger. 
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2 The Lord has destroyed without mercy
   all the dwellings of Jacob;
in his wrath he has broken down
   the strongholds of daughter Judah;
he has brought down to the ground in dishonor
   the kingdom and its rulers. 

3 He has cut down in fierce anger
   all the might of Israel;
he has withdrawn his right hand from them
   in the face of the enemy;
he has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob,
   consuming all around. 

4 He has bent his bow like an enemy,
   with his right hand set like a foe;
he has killed all in whom we took pride
   in the tent of daughter Zion;
he has poured out his fury like fire. 

5 The Lord has become like an enemy;
   he has destroyed Israel.
He has destroyed all its palaces,
   laid in ruins its strongholds,
and multiplied in daughter Judah
   mourning and lamentation. 

6 He has broken down his booth like a garden,
   he has destroyed his tabernacle;
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the Lord has abolished in Zion
   festival and sabbath,
and in his fierce indignation has spurned
   king and priest. 

7 The Lord has scorned his altar,
   disowned his sanctuary;
he has delivered into the hand of the enemy
   the walls of her palaces;
a clamor was raised in the house of the Lord
   as on a day of festival. 

8 The Lord determined to lay in ruins
   the wall of daughter Zion;
he stretched the line;
   he did not withhold his hand from destroying;
he caused rampart and wall to lament;
   they languish together. 

9 Her gates have sunk into the ground;
   he has ruined and broken her bars;
her king and princes are among the nations;
   guidance is no more,
and her prophets obtain
   no vision from the Lord. 

Here ends the reading.
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read in unison Canticle 12 A Song of Creation Benedicite, 

omnia opera Domini Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 

Invocation 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
 

III The People of God 
Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Doxology 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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The Gospel 
A reading from the Gospel of Mark (12:1-11)
1 Then he began to speak to them in parables. ‘A man planted 
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for the wine press, 
and built a watch-tower; then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a 
slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the 
produce of the vineyard. 3 But they seized him, and beat him, 
and sent him away empty-handed. 4 And again he sent 
another slave to them; this one they beat over the head and 
insulted. 5 Then he sent another, and that one they killed. 
And so it was with many others; some they beat, and others 
they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he 
sent him to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” 7 But 
those tenants said to one another, “This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” 8 So they seized 
him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What 
then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and 
destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have 
you not read this scripture:
“The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the cornerstone;* 
11 this was the Lord’s doing,
   and it is amazing in our eyes”?’

Here ends the reading.
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The Apostles' Creed                BCP 96 
All say together 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers         BCP 97 
                   
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages B 

V.  Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.  Govern and uphold them, now and always.  
V.  Day by day we bless you; 
R.  We praise your Name for ever. 
V.  Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.  Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.  Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.  For we put our trust in you.  
V.  In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R.  And we shall never hope in vain. 
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The Collects  

The Collects of the Day 
Wednesday in Holy Week
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be 
whipped and his face to be spit upon: Give us grace to accept 
joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of the 
glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Together
A Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: 
We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy 
Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may 
not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking 
in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the 
storm and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage 
to us all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will 
make us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to 
endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and 
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen. (edited 
excerpt From: “A New Zealand Prayer Book.”)
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The Officiant says

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time.

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. 
Please unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. 
When you have completed your prayer, return the 
microphone to mute.) 

The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission

A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving    BCP 101 
The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

!  15



to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
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Concluding Sentence     BCP 102 
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