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Welcome to Morning Prayer with the people of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont.

A few notes about today's service.  
Please leave your microphone on mute during the 

responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to 
unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers, 
then remember to mute it again when you have completed 

your prayer. 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that 
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching.

MORNING PRAYER FROM

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

May 31, 2020

Day of Pentecost

 



Opening Sentence        

Pentecost

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8

Invitatory and Psalter      BCP 80 

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit:
   as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant   Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord 
renews the face of the earth: 
People   Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

read in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
   therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
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   but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.

Christ has been raised from the dead, *
   the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
   by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
   so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.        

Officiant   Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord 
renews the face of the earth: 
People   Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Psalm  Appointed                         

The Psalm is read in unison Psalm 104:25-35, 37 Benedic, anima mea

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
   in wisdom you have made them all;
   the earth is full of your creatures.

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea
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with its living things too many to number, *
   creatures both small and great.

27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, *
   which you have made for the sport of it.

28 All of them look to you *
   to give them their food in due season.

29 You give it to them; they gather it; *
   you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
   you take away their breath,
   and they die and return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
   and so you renew the face of the earth.

32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
   may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
   he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
   I will praise my God while I have my being.

35 May these words of mine please him; *
   I will rejoice in the Lord.

37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
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   Hallelujah!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons 

First Reading:  
 Reader:  A reading from Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
"Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that 
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." 
All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What 
does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled 

!  5



with new wine."

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

`In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' "

Here ends the reading.

read in unison  9 The First Song of Isaiah Ecce, Deus Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
   I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
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   and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
   from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
   Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
   see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
   and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
   for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

Second Reading:   
Reader: A reading from 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now 
there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance 
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according 
to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
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chooses.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit.

Here ends the reading.

read in unison 20 Glory to God  Gloria in excelsis  
Glory to God in the highest,
   and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, 
   almighty God and Father,
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world;
   have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
   receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,
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you alone are the Most High,
   Jesus Christ,
   with the Holy Spirit,
   in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Gospel 

A reading from the Gospel of John 20:19-23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”

Here ends the reading.

Homily 
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The Apostles' Creed                  BCP 96 

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers         BCP 97  
                  
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
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your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages B 

V.  Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.  Govern and uphold them, now and always.  
V.  Day by day we bless you; 
R.  We praise your Name for ever. 
V.  Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.  Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.  Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.  For we put our trust in you. 
V.  In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R.  And we shall never hope in vain. 
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The Collects  

The Collect of the Day
Pentecost
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to 
every race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: 
Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of 
the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Together
A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We 
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, 
that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget 
you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are 
God, and we need you. Amen. (edited excerpt From: “A New Zealand 
Prayer Book.”)

The Officiant says

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time.
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(During the silence people may add their own prayers.) 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission

A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body 
of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving     BCP 101  
The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,

!  13



and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

A Sending Prayer 
Presider We have gathered this day, 
   both mourning and rejoicing. 
People   We have gathered this day in faith 
   that God will hear our prayer.

Presider Surrounded by illness, we mourn our dead;
People: yet still we say, Alleluia!

Presider We know loneliness and discomfort; 
People yet still we say, Alleluia!

Presider We cannot see the way that lies ahead;
People yet still we say, Alleluia!

Presider All we go down to the dust;
People: yet even at the grave we make our song, Alleluia!

Presider Alleluia Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed!
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Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Alleluia! Abide in the peace of God.
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

sending prayer & dismissal - created by the Rev. Dr. James Farwell
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