
 
Welcome to Morning Prayer  

with the people of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 

 
A few notes about today's service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the 
responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to 

unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers, 
then remember to mute it again when you have completed 

your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that 
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 

MORNING PRAYER FROM 

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

 

July 8, 2020 

 

Wednesday of Ordinary Time, Proper 9 

PRISCILLA & AQUILA, CO-WORKERS OF THE 
APOSTLE PAUL 

 



 

 

  

Opening Sentence       

 
The Officiant says the following 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 
and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. 
Psalm 43:3 
 
 

Invitatory and Psalter        
 
Officiant O God, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant  God is praised by all creation: 
People   Come, let us worship.  
 
 
Said in unison Jubilate   Psalm 100      

  

May all lands be joyful before you, O God, * 
 serve with gladness  
 and come before your presence with a song. 



 

 
For we know that you are God; * 
 you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 
   we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, 
go into your courts with praise, * 
   give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 
 
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; * 
   and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Officiant   God is praised by all creation: 
People   Come, let us worship.  
 
         
 
Psalm or Psalms Appointed                         

read in unison Psalm 119:33-40 
 
119 He Legem pone 
 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 
 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 
 



 

36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 
 
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 
 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 
 
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 
 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from Acts 18:1–4, 18–21, 24–28 

18After this Paul* left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he 
found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had 
recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul* went to 
see them, 3and, because he was of the same trade, he stayed 
with them, and they worked together—by trade they were 
tentmakers. 4Every sabbath he would argue in the 
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synagogue and would try to convince Jews and Greeks. 
18 After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said 
farewell to the believers* and sailed for Syria, accompanied 
by Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had his hair cut, for 
he was under a vow. 19When they reached Ephesus, he left 
them there, but first he himself went into the synagogue and 
had a discussion with the Jews. 20When they asked him to 
stay longer, he declined; 21but on taking leave of them, he 
said, ‘I* will return to you, if God wills.’ Then he set sail from 
Ephesus. 
24 Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a 
native of Alexandria. He was an eloquent man, well-versed in 
the scriptures. 25He had been instructed in the Way of the 
Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught 
accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only 
the baptism of John. 26He began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
took him aside and explained the Way of God to him more 
accurately. 27And when he wished to cross over to Achaia, 
the believers* encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to 
welcome him. On his arrival he greatly helped those who 
through grace had become believers, 28for he powerfully 
refuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the 
Messiah* is Jesus. 
 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
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read in unison Canticle C 

The Song of Hannah 1 Samuel 2:1-8  
My heart exults in you, O God; *  
 my triumph song is lifted in you.  
My mouth derides my enemies, *  
 for I rejoice in your salvation.  
There is none holy like you, * 
 nor any rock to be compared to you, our God.  
Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; *  
 Only God is knowing and weighs all actions.  
The bows of the mighty are broken, *  
 but the weak are clothed in strength.  
Those once full now labor for bread, *  
 those who hungered now are well fed.  
The childless woman has borne sevenfold, *  
 while the mother of many is forlorn.  
God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up; * 
  gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and 
dignifies.  
God raises the poor from the dust; *  
 and lifts the needy from the ash heap  
To make them sit with the rulers *  
 and inherit a place of honor.  

For the pillars of the earth are God’s *  
 on which the whole earth is founded.  
 

 

 

 



 

The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 24:28-35  

 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, 
he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged 
him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to 
stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he 
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, ‘Were 
not our hearts burning within us* while he was talking to us 
on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to 
us?’ 33That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. 34They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35Then they told 
what had happened on the road, and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Here ends the reading. 

 

The Apostles' Creed                 

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers            
                  
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 



 

 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Suffrages   

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 

 

The Collects  
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
 



 

Proper 9 
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments 
by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole 
heart, and united to one another with pure affection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
God of grace and might, who gave to your servants Aquila 
and Priscilla gifts of zeal and eloquence to make known the 
truth of the Gospel: Raise up, we pray, in every country, 
heralds and evangelists of your kingdom, so that the world 
may know the immeasurable riches of our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move 
and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may 
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us 
all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make 
us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to 



 

endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and 
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen. 
The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own 
prayers. Please unmute yourself to share your prayer 
aloud. When you have completed your prayer, return 
the microphone to mute.)  

 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve 
you; through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving      
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 



 

and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide 
and stir us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one 
body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   To God be thanks forever. 
 
 
Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.  



 

 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from 
generation to generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Commemoration 

When Paul came to Corinth (probably in the year 50), he 

met Priscilla and her husband Aquila. Like Paul, they 

were tentmakers by trade, and had just arrived from 

Rome, from which the Emperor Claudius had recently 

expelled the Jewish community. It is not clear whether 

Aquila and Priscilla were already Christians before 

meeting Paul, or were converted by his preaching. After 

eighteen months, the three of them went together to 

Ephesus, where Priscilla and Aquila remained while Paul 

continued to Antioch. Soon after, a man named Apollos 

came to Ephesus, who had heard and believed a portion 

of the Christian message, and was promoting that belief 

with eloquent preaching, based on a thorough 

knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures. Aquila and 

Priscilla befriended him and explained the Gospel to him 

more fully, after which he continued to preach with even 

greater effectiveness. Priscilla and Aquila were 

  



 

apparently in Rome when Paul wrote to that 

congregation, and in Ephesus with Timothy when Paul 

wrote his last letter to Timothy. When Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians from Ephesus, he joined their greetings with 

his own. Clearly they were dear to Paul, and were 

earnest and effective in spreading the Good News of 

Christ and His saving work. Altogether, Aquila and 

Priscilla are mentioned six times in the New Testament 

(Acts 18:2; Acts 18:18–19; Acts 18:26; Romans 16:3; 1 

Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19), and the observant 

reader may note that in half of these Aquila’s name 

comes first, while in the other half, Priscilla’s comes first, 

as if to emphasize that they are being mentioned on 

equal terms. 

 

—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 by Church Publishing 

 
A reflection by Bishop Shannon 

July 8      

Priscilla and Aquila 

Psalm 119:1-3 

(CEB) 

Those whose way is blameless— 

    who walk in the Lord’s Instruction—are truly happy! 

 Those who guard God’s laws are truly happy! 

    They seek God with all their hearts. 



 

They don’t even do anything wrong! 

    They walk in God’s ways. 

Today we celebrate Priscilla & Aquila, a woman and man 

sharing the good news of God in Christ – regardless of the 

norms of their day. 

What were the conversations Priscilla and Aquila had as 

they made their tents? Did they talk about a strategy for 

teaching people about Jesus? Did they discuss how their 

ministry together was a challenge to the status quo, not just 

because they were sharing God's vision for the world as it 

came through Jesus, but because of how they embodied 

reconciliation and inclusion? How many times have you 

thought about what you wish you could have said if you had 

the opportunity, or if you were not bound by fear or 

concerns about what people will think of you? Today, give 

yourself permission to walk in God's instruction to love, then 

take note of the freedom and happiness that is yours if you 

will only receive it. 
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