Welcome to Morning Prayer with the people of the
Green Mountain Online Abbey.
A few notes about today's service.
Please leave your microphone on mute during the
responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to
unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers,
then remember to mute it again when you have completed
your prayer.
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching.
MORNING PRAYER
September 15, 2020
Tuesday of Ordinary Time, Proper 19
Cyprian of Carthage Bishop and Martyr, 258
Opening Sentence

The Officiant says the following

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit
and in truth. John 4:24

Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O God, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant God’s bounty fills the earth:
People Come let us worship.
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *
and raise a loud shout with psalms.
For you, O God, are a great God; *
you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it, *
and your hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *
and kneel before God, our Maker,
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture
and the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Officiant God’s bounty fills the earth:
People Come let us worship.
Psalms Appointed
read in unison Psalms 61 and 62
Psalm 61 Exaudi, Deus
1 Hear my cry, O God, *
and listen to my prayer.
2 I call upon you from the ends of the earth
with heaviness in my heart; *
set me upon the rock that is higher than I.
3 For you have been my refuge, *
a strong tower against the enemy.
4 I will dwell in your house for ever; *
I will take refuge under the cover of your wings.
5 For you, O God, have heard my vows; *
you have granted me the heritage of those who fear your
Name.

6 Add length of days to the king’s life; *
let his years extend over many generations.
7 Let him sit enthroned before God for ever; *
bid love and faithfulness watch over him.
8 So will I always sing the praise of your Name, *
and day by day I will fulfill my vows.
Psalm 62 Nonne Deo?
1 For God alone my soul in silence waits; *
from God comes my salvation.
2 God alone is my rock and my salvation, *
my stronghold, so that I shall not be greatly shaken.
3 How long will you assail me to crush me, all of you
together, *
as if you were a leaning fence, a toppling wall?
4 They seek only to bring me down from my place of honor;
*
lies are their chief delight.
5 They bless with their lips, *
but in their hearts they curse.
6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; *
truly, there is my hope.

7 God alone is my rock and my salvation, *
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
8 In God is my safety and my honor; *
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
9 Put your trust in God always, O people; *
pour out your hearts before the One who is our refuge.
10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, *
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.
11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, *
all of them together.
12 Put no trust in extortion;
in robbery take no empty pride; *
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, *
that power belongs to God.
14 Steadfast love is yours, O God, *
for you repay everyone according to their deeds.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
First Reading
Reader: A reading from Acts 16:6-15
6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word
in Asia. 7 When they had come opposite Mysia, they
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not
allow them; 8 so, passing by Mysia, they went down to
Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a
man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over
to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision,
we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news
to them.
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for
some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate
by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer;
and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered
there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God,
was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a
dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen
eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my
home.” And she prevailed upon us.

Here ends the reading.
read in unison Canticle B
A Song of Pilgrimage Priusquam errarem
Ecclesiasticus 51:13-16,20b-22
Before I ventured forth,
even while I was very young, *
I sought wisdom openly in my prayer.
In the forecourts of the temple I asked for her, *
and I will seek her to the end.
From first blossom to early fruit, *
she has been the delight of my heart.
My foot has kept firmly to the true path, *
diligently from my youth have I pursued her.
I inclined my ear a little and received her; *
I found for myself much wisdom
and became adept in her.
To the one who gives me wisdom will I give glory, *
for I have resolved to live according to her way.
From the beginning I gained courage from her, *
therefore I will not be forsaken.
In my inmost being I have been stirred to seek her, *
therefore have I gained a good possession.
As my reward
the Almighty has given me the gift of language,*
and with it will I offer praise to God.

The Gospel
Reader: A reading from the Gospel of John 12:9-19
9 When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was
there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief
priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 since it
was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting
and were believing in Jesus.
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the
festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him,
shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord—
the King of Israel!”
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:
15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.
Look, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these
things had been written of him and had been done to
him. 17 So the crowd that had been with him when he called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
continued to testify. 18 It was also because they heard that
he had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet
him. 19 The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see,
you can do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!”

Here ends the reading.
The Apostles' Creed
All say together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant God be with you.
People And also with you.

Officiant Let us pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance;
R. govern and uphold us now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you
R. we praise your name forever.
V. O God, keep us without sin today;
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.
V. Show us your love and mercy;
R. for we put our trust in you.
V. In you, O God, is our hope;
R. and we shall never hope in vain.

The Collects
The Collect of the Day
Proper 19

O God, because without you we are not able to please you,
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct
and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, who gave to your servant Cyprian boldness to
confess the Name of our Savior Jesus Christ before the rulers
of this world and courage to die for this faith: Grant that we
may always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in
us and to suffer gladly for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Together
A Collect for Guidance
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move
and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
For People Facing Uncertainty
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us

all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make
us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to
endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen.
The Officiant says
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this
time.
(During the silence people may add their own
prayers. Please unmute yourself to share your prayer
aloud. When you have completed your prayer, return
the microphone to mute.)
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve
you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Together A Collect of Dedication
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide
and stir us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one
body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon or Officiant
Let us bless God.
People
To God be thanks forever.

Concluding Sentences
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from
generation to generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.
Commemoration
Cyprian was a rich, aristocratic, and cultivated rhetorician
in North Africa. He was converted to Christianity about
246, and by 248 was chosen Bishop of Carthage. A year
later, in the persecution under the Emperor Decius,
Cyprian went into hiding. For this he was severely
criticized. Nonetheless, he kept in touch with his church by
letter, and directed it with wisdom and compassion. In the
controversy over what to do with those who had lapsed
during the persecution, Cyprian held that they could be
reconciled to the Church after suitable periods of penance,
the gravity of the lapse determining the length of the
penance. His moderate position was the one that generally
prevailed in the church, over that of the rigorist Novatian,
who led a group into schism at Rome and Antioch over this
question.

In another persecution, under the Emperor Valerian,
Cyprian was placed under house arrest in Carthage, and, on
September 14, 258, he was beheaded. Many of Cyprian’s
writings have been preserved. His Letter No. 63 contains
one of the earliest affirmations that the priest, in offering
the Eucharist (“the sacrifice”), acts in the place of Christ,
imitating his actions. In his treatise, On the Lord’s Prayer,
he wrote: “We say ‘Hallowed be thy Name,’ not that we
want God to be made holy by our prayers, but because we
seek from the Lord that his Name may be made holy in us,
… so that we who have been made holy in Baptism may
persevere in what we have begun to be.” Although there is
some question whether his book, On the Unity of the
Catholic Church, affirms papal primacy, there is no
question about the clarity clarity of his statements on the
unity of the college of bishops and the sin of schism. “The
episcopate is a single whole,” he wrote, “in which each
bishop’s share gives him a right to, and a responsibility for,
the whole. So is the church a single whole, though she
spreads far and wide into a multitude of churches … If you
leave the church of Christ you will not come to Christ’s
rewards; you will be an alien, an outcast, an enemy. You
cannot have God for your Father unless you have the
church for your Mother.”
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing
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