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Prelude
Gathering Hymn

Planxty Irwin
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Traditional Irish
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Opening Sentences

EOW 18

The Bishop says the following
You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but citizens together with the saints and
members of the household of God. Ephesians 2:19
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Confession of Sin

EOW 19

A Deacon says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Bishop and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Bishop says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter

EOW 20

The Designated Lay Person responds on behalf of the people. Others respond while muted.
Bishop
People
Bishop

O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.
And your glory all the day long.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Bishop
People

The Holy One is in our midst:
O Come let us worship.
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Venite Psalm 95:1-7

Order of St. Helena version

Read in unison and led by the Bishop
Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *
and raise a loud shout with psalms.
For you, O God, are a great God; *
you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it, *
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come let us bow down and bend the knee, *
and kneel before God, our Maker.
For you are our God,
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Antiphon
Bishop
People

The Holy One is in our midst:
O Come let us worship.

Psalm Appointed Psalm 55

Order of St. Helena version

The Psalm is led responsively by whole verse. The Psalm Leaders unmute. All others join in either
odd or even numbered verses while remaining muted.
1

Hear my prayer, O God; *
do not hide yourself from my petition.

2

Listen to me and answer me; *
I have no peace, because of my cares.

3

I am shaken by the noise of the enemy *
and by the pressure of the wicked;

4

For they have cast an evil spell upon me *
and are set against me in fury.
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5

My heart quakes within me, *
and the terrors of death have fallen upon me.

6

Fear and trembling have come over me, *
and horror overwhelms me.

7

And I said, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove! *
I would fly away and be at rest.

8

I would flee to a far-off place *
and make my lodging in the wilderness.

9

I would hasten to escape *
from the stormy wind and tempest.”

10

Swallow them up, O God;
confound their speech, *
for I have seen violence and strife in the city.

11

Day and night the sentries make their rounds upon its walls, *
but trouble and misery are in the midst of it.

12

There is corruption at its heart; *
its streets are never free of oppression and deceit.

13

For had it been an adversary who taunted me,
then I could have borne it; *
or had it been enemies who vaunted themselves against me,
then I could have hidden from them.

14

But it was you, someone after my own heart, *
my companion, my own familiar friend.

15

We took sweet counsel together, *
and walked with the throng in the house of God.

16

Let death come upon them suddenly;
let them go down alive into the grave, *
for wickedness is in their dwellings, in their very midst.

17

But I will call upon God, *
and God will deliver me.

18

In the evening, in the morning, and at noonday,
I will complain and lament, *
and God will hear my voice.
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19

God will bring me safely back from the battle waged against me, *
for there are many who fight me.

20

God, who is enthroned of old, will hear me and bring them down; *
they never change; they do not fear God.

21

My companions have stretched forth their hands against their comrade;*
they have broken their covenant.

22

Their speech is softer than butter, *
but war is in their hearts.

23

Their words are smoother than oil, *
but they are drawn swords.

24

Cast your burden upon God,
who will sustain you; *
God will never let the righteous stumble.

25

For you will bring the bloodthirsty and deceitful *
down to the pit of destruction, O God.

26

They shall not live out half their days, *
but I will put my trust in you.

At the end, the Doxology is said together
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
First Reading

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

First Reader

A reading from the book of the prophet Nehemiah

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to
Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of
the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those
who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the
law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting
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up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their
faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God;
do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the
law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to
our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle: C The Song of Hannah
1 Samuel 2:1-8

E 77
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Second Reading Ephesians 3:14-21
Second Reader

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his
Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn

Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult

Hymnal 1982 549

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt.
Music: St. Andrew, David Hurd (b. 1950)
Copyright: Music: © 1983, G.I.A. Publications

Third Reading
Deacon

Matthew 14:22-34

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by
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this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was
against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake.
But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a
ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save
me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of
little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And
those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ When they
had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.
Deacon
People
Sermon
Hymn

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown, Bishop
Longing for light

My Heart Sings Out 59
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Renewal of Baptismal Covenant and Ordination Vows
The Designated Lay Person for the Renewal Rite responds on behalf of the people. Others respond
while muted.
Bishop

Dear friends, the ministry we share is none other than the sacrificial
ministry of Christ, who gave himself up to death on the cross for the
salvation of the world. By his glorious resurrection he has opened for us
the way of everlasting life. By the gift of the Holy Spirit he shares with us
the riches of his grace.
The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come together week by
week for corporate worship; and to work, pray, and give for the spread
of the kingdom of God. Affirming that duty, I invite you to reaffirm
your own Baptismal Covenant.

Bishop
People
Bishop
People

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment
to Jesus Christ?
I do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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Bishop
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Bishop

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in the prayers?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Bishop

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Bishop

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People

I will with God’s help.

Bishop

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor
as yourself?

People

I will, with God’s help.
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Bishop

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?

People

I will, with God’s help.

The Designated Lay Person for the Renewal Rite continues to respond on behalf of the people. Others
respond while muted.
Addressing all lay persons, the Bishop says
Your ministry as lay persons is to represent Christ and the Church; to bear
Christ wherever you may be; and, according to the gifts given you, to carry
on Christ’s work of reconciliation in the world; and to take your place in
the life, worship, and governance of the Church.
Will you continue in this ministry?
People

I will, with God’s help.

The Designated Deacon now responds on behalf of the deacons. Addressing all deacons, the Bishop
says
Your ministry as deacons is to represent Christ and the Church, particularly
as a servant of those in need; and to assist bishops and priests in the
proclamation of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments.
Will you continue in this ministry?
Deacons

I will, with God’s help.

Bishop

Do you here, in the presence of Christ and the Church, renew your
commitment to your ministry, under the pastoral direction of your bishop?

Deacons

I do.

Bishop

Do you reaffirm your promise to give yourself to prayer and study?

Deacons

I do.

Bishop

Do you reaffirm your promise to look for Christ in all others, being ready
to help and serve those in need?
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Deacons

I do.

The Designated Priest now responds on behalf of the priests. Addressing all priests, the Bishop says
Your ministry as priests is to represent Christ and the Church, particularly
as pastor to the people; to share with bishops in the overseeing of the
Church; to proclaim the Gospel to administer the sacraments; and to bless
and declare pardon in the name of God.
Will you continue in this ministry?
Priests

I will, with God’s help.

Bishop

Brothers and sisters, as clergy in the Episcopal Church, we are called to
proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, to administer the Sacraments of
the New Covenant which was sealed with Christ’s blood on the cross, and
to care for Christ’s people in the power of the Spirit.
Do you here, in the presence of Christ and the Church, renew your
commitment to your ministry, under the pastoral direction of your bishop?

Priests

I do.

Bishop

Do you reaffirm your promise to give yourself to prayer and study?

Priests

I do.

Bishop

Do you reaffirm your promise so to minister the Word of God and the
Sacraments of the New Covenant that the reconciling love of Christ may
be known and received?

Priests

I do.

Bishop

Do you reaffirm your promise to be a faithful servant of all those
committed to your care, patterning your life in accordance with the
teachings of Christ, so that you may be a wholesome example to
your people?

Priests

I do.
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The President of the Standing Committee addresses the Bishop, saying
Your ministry, as bishop, is to represent Christ and the Church, particularly
as apostle, chief priest, and pastor of this diocese; to guard the faith, unity,
and discipline of the whole Church; to proclaim the word of God; to act in
Christ’s name for the reconciliation of the world and the building up of the
Church; and to ordain others to continue Christ’s ministry.
Will you continue in this ministry?
Bishop

I will with God’s help. And as your bishop, I too, before God and you, rededicate myself and reaffirm the promises that I made when I was
ordained. I ask your prayers.

The Bishop, and Designated Lay, Deacon, and Priest Responders for the Renewal Rite respond
together (others respond while muted)
May God, who has given us the will to do these things, give us also the
grace and power to perform them.
The Prayers
The Designated Lay Person responds aloud on behalf of the people. Others respond while muted.
Bishop
People
Bishop

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Suffrages For Use in Morning Prayer

EOW 42

V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
Collect of the Day
The Bishop says
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and,
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
Order off St. Helena version
Other Collects

EOW 51-52

The Bishop continues
Jesus, you are the way through the wilderness: show us your truth in which we
journey, and by the grace of the Holy Spirit be in us the life that draws us to God.
Amen.
(source: F.B. McNutt, The Prayer Manual [London: Mowbray, 1961], p. 29, adapted)
Holy Wisdom, in your loving kindness you created and restored us when we were lost:
inspire us with your truth, that we may love you with our whole minds and run to you
with open hearts, through Christ our Savior. Amen. (source: Alcuin of York, Mass of Wisdom)
Christ our true and only Light: receive our morning prayers, and illumine the secrets
of our hearts with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may possess us who are
made new in the light of your heavenly grace. Amen. (source: Gelasian Sacramentary)
Other Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession may be offered in the Chat Box
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The Bishop concludes with the following collect
A Collect for Mission

BCP 100

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people
is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Offertory Hymn

Spirit of God, you moved over the waters

Voices Found 58
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Please continue to support the Episcopal Church in Vermont with your tithes and offerings. You
can easily make an online donation to your parish, the diocese, or one of the diocesan entities at this
link. Please use the pulldown menu to designate your gift. Thank you for your faithful generosity.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

BCP 102

The Bishop and People say together
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Concluding Sentence

EOW 42

The Bishop says
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21
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