
 
 

Welcome to Morning Prayer with the people of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 

 
A few notes about today's service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the 
responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to 

unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers, 
then remember to mute it again when you have completed 

your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that 
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 
 

MORNING PRAYER 

NOVENA FOR AN ELECTION  

 

 

October 30, 2020 

Friday of Ordinary Time, Proper 25 

John Wyclif Priest and Prophetic Witness, 1384 



 

Opening Sentence       

 
The Officiant says the following 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer. Psalm 19:14 
 
 

Invitatory and Psalter        
 
Officiant    O God, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant  Our God has redeemed the world: 
People   O come, let us worship.  
 
 
Said in unison Jubilate   Psalm 100      

  

May all lands be joyful before you, O God, * 
 serve with gladness  
 and come before your presence with a song. 
 
For we know that you are God; * 
 you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 



 

   we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, 
go into your courts with praise, * 
   give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 
 
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; * 
   and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Officiant  Our God has redeemed the world: 
People   O come, let us adore him.  
 
 
Psalms Appointed                         

read in unison Psalms 40 and 54 

40 Expectans, expectavi 
1 I waited patiently for you, O God; * 
you stooped to me and heard my cry. 
 
2 You lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and 
clay; * 
you set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 
 
3 You put a new song in my mouth, 
a song of praise to our God; * 
many shall see, and stand in awe, 
and put their trust in you. 
 
4 Happy are they who trust in you; * 
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 
 



 

5 Great things are they that you have done, O God, 
how great your wonders and your plans for us; * 
there is none who can be compared with you. 
 
6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them, * 
but they are more than I can count. 
 
7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 
(you have given me ears to hear you); 
 
8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 
and so I said, “Behold, I come. 
 
9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 
‘I love to do your will, O my God; 
your law is deep in my heart.’ ” 
 
10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 
behold, I did not restrain my lips, 
and that, O God, you know. 
 
11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the 
great congregation. 
 
12 You are the Holy One; 
do not withhold your compassion from me; * 
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 
 



 

13 For innumerable troubles have crowded upon me; 
my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see; * 
they are more in number than the hairs of my head, 
and my heart fails me. 
 
14 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
O God, make haste to help me. 
 
15 Let them be ashamed and altogether dismayed 
who seek after my life to destroy it; * 
let them draw back and be disgraced 
who take pleasure in my misfortune. 
 
16 Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me be 
confounded, * 
because they are ashamed. 
 
17 Let all who seek you rejoice in you and be glad; * 
let those who love your salvation continually say, 
“Great is the Holy One!” 
 
18 Though I am poor and afflicted, * 
you will have regard for me. 
 
19 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
do not tarry, O my God. 
 
54 Deus, in nominee 
1 Save me, O God, by your Name; * 
in your might, defend my cause. 



 

 
2 Hear my prayer, O God; * 
give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 
3 For the arrogant have risen up against me, 
and the ruthless have sought my life, * 
those who have no regard for God. 
 
4 Behold, God is my helper; * 
it is God who sustains my life. 
 
5 Render evil to those who spy on me; * 
in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
 
6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice * 
and praise your Name, O God, for it is good. 
 
7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, * 
and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes. 
 
 

 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
The Lessons 

First Reading   

Reader:  A reading from Sirach 34:1-8,18-22 



 

34The senseless have vain and false hopes, 

   and dreams give wings to fools. 

2 As one who catches at a shadow and pursues the wind, 

   so is anyone who believes in dreams. 

3 What is seen in dreams is but a reflection, 

   the likeness of a face looking at itself. 

4 From an unclean thing what can be clean? 

   And from something false what can be true? 

5 Divinations and omens and dreams are unreal, 

   and like a woman in labor, the mind has fantasies. 

6 Unless they are sent by intervention from the Most High, 

   pay no attention to them. 

7 For dreams have deceived many, 

   and those who put their hope in them have perished. 

8 Without such deceptions the law will be fulfilled, 

   and wisdom is complete in the mouth of the faithful. 

 

18   To whom does he look? And who is his support? 

19 The eyes of the Lord are on those who love him, 

   a mighty shield and strong support, 

a shelter from scorching wind and a shade from noonday 

sun, 

   a guard against stumbling and a help against falling. 

20 He lifts up the soul and makes the eyes sparkle; 

   he gives health and life and blessing. 



 

 

21 If one sacrifices ill-gotten goods, the offering is 

blemished;  

22   the gifts of the lawless are not acceptable. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 

   

read in unison Canticle L 

A Song of Christ s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  

Though in the form of God, * 

Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God, But emptied 

himself, taking the form of a servant, * 

and was born in human likeness. 

Being found in human form, he humbled himself * 

and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 

Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 

and given him the name above every name, That at the name 

of Jesus, every knee shall bow, * 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, And every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, * 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 12:13-31 



 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my 

brother to divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14But he 

said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 

over you?’ 15And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 

consist in the abundance of possessions.’ 16Then he told 

them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, “What should I do, 

for I have no place to store my crops?” 18Then he said, “I will 

do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say 

to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 

years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 20But God said to him, 

“You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. 

And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 21So 

it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but 

are not rich towards God.’ 

22 He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what 

you will wear. 23For life is more than food, and the body 

more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow 

nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God 

feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the 

birds! 25And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 

your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a 

thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? 27Consider 



 

the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell 

you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 

these. 28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 

alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how 

much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do 

not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to 

drink, and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of 

the world that strive after all these things, and your Father 

knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive for 

his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 
 
The Apostles' Creed                

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 



 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Suffrages  
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.  
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 
 
The Collects  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Proper 25 



 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, 
hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, 
make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
O God, your justice continually challenges your Church to live 
according to its calling: Grant us, who now remember the work 
of John Wyclif, contrition for the wounds which our sins inflict 
on your Church and such love for Christ that we may seek to 
heal the divisions which afflict his Body; through the same Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move 
and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may 
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us 
all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make 
us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to 



 

endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and 
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen.   
 
The Great Litany – The world, nation & community 
 
Officiant  Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth,  
People  Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Guide the leaders of the nations into the ways of peace and 
justice. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Give your wisdom and strength to the President of the 
United States, the Governor of this state, and the Mayors of 
our towns and cities that in all things they may do your will, 
for your glory and the common good. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Give to the Congress of the United States, the members of the 
President’s Cabinet, those who serve in our state legislature, 



 

and all others in authority the grace to walk always in the 
ways of truth. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Bless the justices of the Supreme Court and all those who 
administer the law, that they may act with integrity and do 
justice for all your people. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Give us the will to use the resources of the earth to your 
glory and for the good of all. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Bless and keep all your people, 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence 
and ignorance and our deliberate sins; and grant us the 
grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to 
your word. 
            

Son of God, hear us we pray. 
Son of God, hear us we pray. 
      
O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
      
O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
      
O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 



 

Grant us your peace.  
 
All Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have 
mercy on us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant  O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, 
that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 
blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care.  
 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors 
of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative 
authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their 
duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O God.  



 

 
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our 
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and 
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to 
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.  
Give grace to your servants, O God. 
 
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding 
and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and 
justice served.  
Give grace to your servants, O God. 
 
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to 
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they 
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for 
the well-being of our society; that we may serve you 
faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.  
For yours is the kingdom, O God, and you are exalted as head 
above all. Amen. 
 
OCT 30 Pray for these times of conflict  
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, 
in the midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront 
one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work 
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen  
 

The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 



 

time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own 
prayers. Please unmute yourself  to share your prayer 
aloud. When you have completed your prayer, return 
the microphone to mute.)  

 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve 
you; through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving     
 
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 



 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide 
and stir us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one 
body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   To God be thanks forever. 
 
Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 



 

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from 
generation to generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
John Wyclif is remembered as a forerunner of the 
Protestant Reformation. Born in Yorkshire, England, 
around 1330, Wyclif was educated at Oxford. Although he 
served as a parish priest, he spent most of his vocation 
teaching theology and philosophy at Oxford and was 
celebrated for his academic achievements. In 1374, Wyclif 
defended the position of the Crown during a dispute with 
the papacy over finances. Because of this newfound 
notoriety, Wyclif gathered around him a group of powerful 
patrons who were able to provide a reasonable level of safe 
haven and security for him. This meant that Wyclif could 
begin to test some of his theological views that were at 
odds with and critical of the positions of the medieval 
church. Without the support of such powerful allies, Wyclif, 
a priest and university professor, could never have 
withstood the discipline that would have come his way. A 
number of Wyclif’s radical ideas got worked out in the 
centuries that followed, as the movement toward 
reformation gained momentum. Wyclif believed that 
believers could have a direct, unmediated relationship with 
God, not requiring the intervention of the Church or its 
priesthood. He held that a national Church could be fully 
and completely the Church and not have to tolerate the 
interference and abuse of international, i.e., papal, 



 

authority. Believing that the Scriptures should be available 
to all who could read them, and not mediated through the 
instruction of the Church, Wyclif translated the Vulgate—
the Latin edition of the Bible—into English. The tables 
turned dramatically when Wyclif questioned the 
eucharistic doctrine of transubstantiation. He believed that 
the underlying philosophy was problematic and that the 
popular piety flowing from it led inevitably to superstitious 
behaviors. He was condemned for his eucharistic views in 
1381. Although Wyclif had nothing to do October 30 524 
with inciting the Peasants’ Revolt of the same year, he was 
an easy target for blame. He retired, left Oxford, and died 
three years later in Leicestershire. Later reformers John 
Hus (July 6) and Martin Luther (February 18) 
acknowledged their debt to Wyclif. 
 
—A Great Cloud of Witnesses, 2016, Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary and A New 
Zealand Prayer Book 


