
 
 

Welcome to Morning Prayer with the people of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 

 
A few notes about today's service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the 
responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to 

unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers, 
then remember to mute it again when you have completed 

your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that 
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 
 

MORNING PRAYER 

NOVENA FOR AN ELECTION  

 

 October 29, 2020 

Thursday of Ordinary Time, Proper 25 

MARYAM OF QIDUN, Monastic, 4th century 

 



 

Opening Sentence       

 
The Officiant says the following 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, 
whose name is Holy,” I dwell in the high and holy place and 
also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the 
contrite.” Isaiah 57:15 
 

Invitatory and Psalter       
 
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant God ever reigns on high:  
People   O come let us worship.  
         
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  



 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

 
Officiant God ever reigns on high:  
People   O come let us worship. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         

read in unison Psalm 50 Deus deorum 
1 The God of gods has spoken; * 
God has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its 
setting. 
 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
God is revealed in glory. 
 
3 O God, you will come and will not keep silence; * 
before you there is a consuming flame, 
and round about you a raging storm. 
 
4 You call the heavens and the earth from above * 
to witness the judgment of your people. 
 



 

5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
those who have made a covenant with me 
and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of your cause, * 
for you alone are judge. 
 
7 “Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
O Israel, I will bear witness against you, * 
for I am God, your God. 
 
8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
your offerings are always before me. 
 
9 I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
nor he-goats out of your pens; 
 
10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 
the herds in their thousands upon the hills 
 
11 I know every bird in the sky, * 
and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 
 
12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
 
13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 
or drink the blood of goats? 
 
14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 



 

and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 
15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 
I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.” 
 
16 But to the wicked God says: * 
“Why do you recite my statutes 
and take my covenant upon your lips, 
 
17 Since you refuse discipline * 
and toss my words behind your back? 
 
18 When you see thieves, you make them your friends, * 
and you cast in your lot with adulterers. 
 
19 You have loosed your lips for evil * 
and harnessed your tongue to a lie. 
 
20 You are always speaking evil of your family * 
and slandering your own mother’s child. 
 
21 These things you have done, and I kept still, * 
and you thought that I am like you.” 
 
22 “I have made my accusation; * 
I have put my case in order before your eyes. 
 
23 Consider this well, you who forget God, * 
lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 
 



 

24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors 
me; * 
but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of 
God.” 
 
 

 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
The Lessons 

First Reading   

Reader:  A reading from Sirach 31:12-18,31:25-32:2 

12 Are you seated at the table of the great?  

   Do not be greedy at it, 

   and do not say, ‘How much food there is here!’ 

13 Remember that a greedy eye is a bad thing. 

   What has been created more greedy than the eye? 

   Therefore it sheds tears for any reason. 

14 Do not reach out your hand for everything you see, 

   and do not crowd your neighbor at the dish. 

15 Judge your neighbor’s feelings by your own, 

   and in every matter be thoughtful. 

16 Eat what is set before you like a well-bred person,* 

   and do not chew greedily, or you will give offence. 

17 Be the first to stop, as befits good manners, 
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   and do not be insatiable, or you will give offence. 

18 If you are seated among many others, 

   do not help yourself* before they do. 

 

25 Do not try to prove your strength by wine-drinking, 

   for wine has destroyed many. 

26 As the furnace tests the work of the smith,  

   so wine tests hearts when the insolent quarrel. 

27 Wine is very life to human beings 

   if taken in moderation. 

What is life to one who is without wine? 

   It has been created to make people happy. 

28 Wine drunk at the proper time and in moderation 

   is rejoicing of heart and gladness of soul. 

29 Wine drunk to excess leads to bitterness of spirit, 

   to quarrels and stumbling. 

30 Drunkenness increases the anger of a fool to his own 

hurt, 

   reducing his strength and adding wounds. 

31 Do not reprove your neighbor at a banquet of wine, 

   and do not despise him in his merrymaking; 

speak no word of reproach to him, 

   and do not distress him by making demands of him. 

32If they make you master of the feast, do not exalt yourself; 

   be among them as one of their number. 

Take care of them first and then sit down; 
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2   when you have fulfilled all your duties, take your place, 

so that you may be merry along with them 

   and receive a garland for your excellent leadership. 

 

 
Here ends the reading. 

   

read in unison Canticle A 

A Song of Wisdom Sapientia liberavit Wisdom 10:15-19,20b-
21  

Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors *  
 a holy people and a blameless race.  
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, *  
 withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs. 
  
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, *  
 and led them by a marvelous way;  
She was their shelter by day *  
 and a blaze of stars by night.  
 
She brought them across the Red Sea, *  
 she led them through mighty waters;  
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves * 
 and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.  
 
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, * 
  and praised with one voice your protecting hand;  
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, * 
 and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.  



 

 

The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 11:53-12:12 

53 When he went outside, the scribes and the Pharisees 

began to be very hostile towards him and to cross-examine 

him about many things, 54lying in wait for him, to catch him 

in something he might say. 

12Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered in thousands, so 

that they trampled on one another, he began to speak first to 

his disciples, ‘Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, that is, 

their hypocrisy. 2Nothing is covered up that will not be 

uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become 

known. 3Therefore whatever you have said in the dark will 

be heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind 

closed doors will be proclaimed from the housetops. 

4 ‘I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, 

and after that can do nothing more. 5But I will warn you 

whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has 

authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6Are not 

five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 

forgotten in God’s sight. 7But even the hairs of your head are 

all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than 

many sparrows. 



 

8 ‘And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before 

others, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the 

angels of God; 9but whoever denies me before others will be 

denied before the angels of God. 10And everyone who 

speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven; but 

whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 

forgiven. 11When they bring you before the synagogues, the 

rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you are 

to defend yourselves or what you are to say; 12for the Holy 

Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you ought to say.’ 

 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 
 
The Apostles' Creed                

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 



 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Suffrages  
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
 
The Collects  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Proper 25 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, 
hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, 



 

make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all 
who have gone astray from your ways, and restore them again 
like your servant Maryam of Qidun with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 
of your Word, Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move 
and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may 
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us 
all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make 
us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to 
endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and 
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen.   
 



 

The Great Litany – For the church 
 

 
Officiant  Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth,  
People  Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Hear our prayers, O Christ our God.  
Hear us, O Christ. 
Govern and direct your holy Church; fill it with love and 
truth; and grant it that unity which is your will. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, and to 
make disciples of all the nations. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Enlighten your bishops, priests and deacons with knowledge 
and understanding, that by their teaching and their lives 
they may proclaim your word. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 



 

Give your people grace to witness to your word and bring 
forth the fruit of your Spirit. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are 
deceived. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Strengthen those who stand; comfort and help the faint 
hearted; raise up the fallen; and finally beat down Satan 
under our feet.  
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence 
and ignorance and our deliberate sins; and grant us the 
grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to 
your word. 
            

Son of God, hear us we pray. 
Son of God, hear us we pray. 
      
O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
      
O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
      
O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Grant us your peace.  



 

 
All Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have 
mercy on us. 
 
All  Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant  O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, 
that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 
blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care.  
 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors 
of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative 
authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their 
duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O God.  
 



 

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our 
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and 
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to 
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.  
Give grace to your servants, O God. 
 
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding 
and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and 
justice served.  
Give grace to your servants, O God. 
 
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to 
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they 
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for 
the well-being of our society; that we may serve you 
faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.  
For yours is the kingdom, O God, and you are exalted as head 
above all. Amen. 
 
OCT 29 Pray for those who influence public opinion 
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many 
voices: Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak where 
many listen and write what many read; that they may do 
their part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind 
sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.  
 

 
The Officiant says 



 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own 
prayers. Please unmute yourself  to share your prayer 
aloud. When you have completed your prayer, return 
the microphone to mute.)  

 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve 
you; through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving             BCP 101 
 
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 



 

and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide 
and stir us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one 
body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   To God be thanks forever. 
 
Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.  



 

 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from 
generation to generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
Maryam of Qidun is one of the most popular Syriac 
Christian saints. The drama of her life story easily lends 
itself to fictionalized interpretations, and multiple accounts 
of her life exist were produced. There nevertheless seems 
to be a historical person in the background of all of these 
accounts, who became the inspiration for all of these 
stories. Maryam grew up in a Christian family and was 
orphaned at the age of 7. Her only living relative was an 
uncle named Abraham who lived as a hermit in the desert 
near Qidun, a village outside of Edessa. Despite the 
seeming oddity of an anchorite being the guardian of a 
young girl, therefore, she was given to him to raise. For 
twenty years, she lived the ascetic life in her own room in 
his dwelling, growing deeply in holiness and prayer, 
teaching those who came to seek her wisdom through a 
window, and being praised and admired by all who met 
her. However, there was a monk who desired her, and who 
used to come to the hermitage every day on the pretext of 
speaking with Abraham in order to see her. One day when 
her uncle was out, the monk seduced her. Afterwards, she 



 

fell into despair about the possibility of her salvation, for 
she had always been admired for her purity and holiness, 
and had felt secure in those things. Deeply shaken, she 
thought: “How can I ever again raise my eyes up to heaven 
when I cannot even bring myself to look at my uncle?” 
Rather than face him and confess her sin to him, she ran 
away to the city and began to work as a prostitute in a 
tavern. After two years of frantic searching, her uncle 
discovered where she was living, and he borrowed a 
soldier’s uniform and a horse. He covered his face with the 
helm, and set off for the tavern. When he saw her dressed 
as a prostitute and flirting with the customers he wanted to 
weep, but he concealed his emotions lest she recognize him 
and run away. Although he had not touched wine or cooked 
food in nearly fifty years, he feasted and drank and joked as 
though he were truly a soldier. But when the girl led him 
back to her 549 bedroom he took off his hermit and said, 
“My daughter Maryam, don’t you know me? Whatever has 
happened to you? Why did you not just tell me when you 
had sinned? I would not have been angry with you, for who 
is without sin, except for God alone? I would have done 
penance for you myself, yet instead you have left me all 
alone in unspeakable sadness and grief.” As he spoke these 
words, she was like a motionless stone in his hands, too 
ashamed and afraid even to speak or to raise her eyes to 
his. But he spoke words of comfort and compassion to her 
all night, and in the morning she allowed him to lead her 
home, where she pleased God more by her sincere 
repentance than she ever had by her virginity, and where 
she was able to direct others more wisely because she was 



 

able to identify with sinners in their weakness rather than 
looking down on them from a place of purity. 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary and A New 
Zealand Prayer Book 


