
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to Morning Prayer with the people of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 

 
A few notes about today's service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself 

when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to 
mute it again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 

can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 
 

MORNING PRAYER  

 

December 10, 2020 

Thursday, the  Second Week of Advent  

Karl Barth Pastor and Theologian, 1968 

 



 

 

 

 

Opening Sentence       

The Officiant says the following 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see 
it together. Isaiah 40:5 
 

Invitatory and Psalter        

Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant   Reveal among us the light of your presence 
People    that we may behold your power and glory. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant  Alleluia, our God and Savior now draws near: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
         
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
 



 

 

For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

 
Officiant  Alleluia, our God and Savior now draws near: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Psalm Appointed                         

 read in unison Psalm 37 Part I Noli æmulari 
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 
do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 
and like the green grass fade away. 
 
3 Put your trust in God and do good; * 
dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
 
4 Take delight in God, * 
who shall give you your heart’s desire. 
 
 



 

 

5 Commit your way to God and put your trust in God, * 
who will bring it to pass. 
 
6 God will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 
and your just dealing as the noonday. 
 
7 Be still before God; * 
for God wait patiently. 
 
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 
the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 
do not fret yourself, it leads only to evil. 
 
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 
but those who wait upon God shall possess the land. 
 
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 
you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 
 
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 
they will delight in abundance of peace. 
 
13 The wicked plot against the righteous * 
and gnash at them with their teeth. 
 
14 God laughs at the wicked, * 
seeing that their day will come. 
 



 

 

15 The wicked draw their sword and bend their bow 
to strike down the poor and needy, * 
to slaughter those who are upright in their ways. 
 
16 Their sword shall go through their own heart, * 
and their bow shall be broken. 
 
17 The little that the righteous has * 
is better than great riches of the wicked. 
 
18 For the power of the wicked shall be broken, * 
but God upholds the righteous. 
 
 

 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

First Reading  
Reader:  A reading from Isaiah 7:1-9 

7In the days of Ahaz son of Jotham son of Uzziah, king of 

Judah, King Rezin of Aram and King Pekah son of Remaliah 

of Israel went up to attack Jerusalem, but could not mount an 

attack against it. 2When the house of David heard that Aram 

had allied itself with Ephraim, the heart of Ahaz and the 

heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake 

before the wind. 



 

 

3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, Go out to meet Ahaz, you and 

your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper 

pool on the highway to the Fuller’s Field, 4and say to him, 

Take heed, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be 

faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, 

because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of 

Remaliah. 5Because Aram—with Ephraim and the son of 

Remaliah—has plotted evil against you, saying, 6Let us go up 

against Judah and cut off Jerusalem and conquer it for 

ourselves and make the son of Tabeel king in it; 7therefore 

thus says the Lord God: 

It shall not stand, 

   and it shall not come to pass. 

8 For the head of Aram is Damascus, 

   and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 

(Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered, no longer 

a people.) 

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

   and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. 

If you do not stand firm in faith, 

   you shall not stand at all. 

 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 



 

 

read in unison Canticle D 
 A Song of the Wilderness Isaiah 35:1-7,10 

 

Refrain  Lift up your voice with strength, 
O herald of good tidings. 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, *  
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
It shall blossom abundantly, * 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, *  
the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weary hands, *  
and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * 
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, *  
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, * 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *  
and streams in the desert; 
The burning sand shall become a pool *  
and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *  
with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, * 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
 
 



 

 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
Refrain   Lift up your voice with strength, 
O herald of good tidings. 
 

The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 22:1-13 
22Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the 

Passover, was near. 2The chief priests and the scribes were 

looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were afraid 

of the people. 

3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one 

of the twelve; 4he went away and conferred with the chief 

priests and officers of the temple police about how he might 

betray him to them. 5They were greatly pleased and agreed 

to give him money. 6So he consented and began to look for 

an opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was 

present. 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the 

Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent Peter and 

John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that 

we may eat it.’ 9They asked him, ‘Where do you want us to 

make preparations for it?’ 10‘Listen,’ he said to them, ‘when 

you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will 



 

 

meet you; follow him into the house he enters 11and say to 

the owner of the house, “The teacher asks you, ‘Where is the 

guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?’ ” 12He will show you a large room upstairs, 

already furnished. Make preparations for us there.’ 13So 

they went and found everything as he had told them; and 

they prepared the Passover meal. 

 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 

teachings and ministry of Jesus. 

 

An Affirmation of Faith 

Officiant  We say together in faith 

Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
We believe in God, who created all things: 
for by God's will they were created 
and have their being. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 



 

 

from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say,‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
Amen. 
 
The Prayers                     

Officiant Awaiting his coming in glory, 
as our Savior taught us, so we pray 
 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Suffrages  
 
 



 

 

V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 

The Collects  

The Collect of the Day 
Advent 2 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, source of justice beyond human knowledge: 
We thank you for inspiring Karl Barth to resist tyranny and 
exalt your saving grace, without which we cannot apprehend 
your will. Teach us, like him, to live by faith, and even in 
chaotic and perilous times to perceive the light of your 
eternal glory, Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
throughout all ages. Amen. 
 



 

 

 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 

For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.   
 

The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. 
Please unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. 
When you have completed your prayer, return the 
microphone to mute.)  

 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 

 



 

 

A Collect for Mission 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving       

The Officiant and People say together 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  



 

 

Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once 
again we offer ourselves to you. May the light of your 
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now 
and for ever. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 

Deacon  Let us bless God. 
People To God be thanks forever. 
 
Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from 
generation to generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
Born at Basel, Switzerland, on May 10, 1886, Barth studied 
at several prestigious universities including Tübingen, 
Germany. After completing his studies, he served as pastor 
in two Swiss centers, Geneva and Safenwil. The events of 
the First World War led Barth to critically question the 
dominant theology of the day, which, in Barth’s view, held a 



 

 

too easy peace between theology and culture. In his 
Commentary on Romans, published in 1918, Barth 
reasserted doctrines such as God’s sovereignty and human 
sin, central ideas which he believed were excluded and 
overshadowed in theological discourse at that time. With 
Hitler’s rise to power, Barth joined the Confessing Church 
and was chiefly responsible for the writing of the Barmen 
Declaration (1934), one of its foundational documents. In 
it, Barth claimed that the Church’s allegiance to God in 
Christ gave it the moral imperative to challenge the rule 
and violence of Hitler. Barth was himself ultimately forced 
to resign his professorship at Bonn due to his refusal to 
swear an oath to Hitler. In 1932, Barth published the first 
volume of his thirteen-volume opus, the Church Dogmatics. 
Barth would work on the Dogmatics until his death in 
1968. An exhaustive account of his theological themes and 
a daring reassessment of the entire Christian theological 
tradition, the Dogmatics gave new thought to some of the 
central themes first articulated in the Commentary on 
Romans. In the first volume, “The Doctrine of the Word of 
God,” Barth laid out many of the theological notions which 
would comprise the heart of the entire work, including his 
understanding of God’s Word as the definitive source of 
revelation, the Incarnation as the bridge between God’s 
revelation and human sin, and the election of the creation 
as God’s great end. December 10 592 Karl Barth was one of 
the great thinkers of the twentieth century. Pope Pius XII 
regarded him as the most important theologian since 
Thomas Aquinas. This assessment speaks to the respect 
Barth received from both Protestant and Catholic 



 

 

theologians and to his influence within both theological 
communities. 
 
—A Great Cloud of Witnesses, 2016, Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary and A new 
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