
 

 
 
 

Welcome to Sunday worship with the people of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont at the  

Green Mountain Online Abbey. 
 

A few notes about today's service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the 

responsory portions of the service. You are welcome to 
unmute yourself when you are invited to offer your prayers, 
then remember to mute it again when you have completed 

your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that 
we can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 
AN ADVENT SERVICE OF LONGING 

 
December 6, 2020 

Second Sunday of Advent 
  
 
 
 
 



 

Prayers for Lighting an Advent Wreath 
After the prayer is said, all are encouraged to light a candle in 
your worship space. 
 
Advent 2  
Blessed are you, sovereign God, just and true: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. Of old you spoke by the 
mouth of your prophets, but in our days you speak through 
your Son, whom you have appointed the heir of all things. 
Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, that we may be 
found ready and watching when he comes again in glory and 
judgment; for you are our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 
Hymn for Advent Wreath Lighting  
  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
Advent Opening Acclamation         
Presider Blessed are you, holy and living One.  
People You come to your people and set them free.  
 
All 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may truly love you and worthily praise your holy 
name; through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 



 

Song of Praise        
Canticle of the Turning, a poetic interpretation of the 
Magnificat Luke 1:46-55  
 
Salutation  
Presider  God be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Let us pray.  
 
Collect of the Day  
Advent 2 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Lessons 
First Reading 

Reader:  A reading from Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 

says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 

that her penalty is paid, 



 

that she has received from the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. 

 
A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 
A voice says, “Cry out!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 

their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 

when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 



 

say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord God comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
Response to the First Reading  
                  
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 Benedixisti, Domine 
1 You have been gracious to your land, O God; * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
 
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 
 
8 I will listen to what you are saying, * 
for you are speaking peace to your faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to you. 



 

 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear 

you, * 
that your glory may dwell in our land. 
 
10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 
12 You, O God, will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 
 
13 Righteousness shall go before you, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 

 
 
 
Second Reading 

Reader: A reading from 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord 
one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are 
like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as 
some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 



 

heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what 
sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness 
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set 
ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with 
fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at 
home. 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these 
things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or 
blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
Gospel Hymn  Behold Your God 
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according 
to Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. 



 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
People  Glory to you, our Savior Jesus Christ  
 
 
After the Gospel, the Reader says  
The Gospel of the Christ. 
 
People  Praise to you, Christ Jesus.  
 
 
Reflection 
 



 

 
All say together The Apostles ’Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Deacon says 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, giving thanks 
for God's goodness. 
 
An Advent Litany of Darkness and Light  
Voice 1: We wait in the darkness, expectantly, longingly, 
anxiously, thoughtfully.  
 
Voice 2: The darkness is our friend. In the darkness of the 
womb, we have all been nurtured and protected.  



 

In the darkness of the womb,  
the Christ-child was made ready for the journey into light.  
 
All You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
Voice 1: It is only in the darkness that we can see  
the splendor of the universe––blankets of stars,  
the solitary glowings of distant planets.  
 
Voice 2: It was the darkness that allowed the magi to find the 
star that guided them to where the Christ- child lay.  
 
All   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
Voice 1: In the darkness of the night, desert people find relief 
from the cruel relentless heat of the sun.  
 
Voice 2: In the blessed darkness, Mary and Joseph  
were able to flee with the infant Jesus to safety in Egypt.  
 
All   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
Voice 1: In the darkness of sleep, we are soothed and 
restored, healed and renewed.  
 
Voice 2: In the darkness of sleep, dreams rise up.  
God spoke to Jacob and Joseph through dreams.  
God is speaking still.  
 
All   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  



 

 
Voice 1: In the solitude of darkness, we sometimes 
remember those who need God’s presence in a special way–
–the sick, the unemployed, the bereaved, the persecuted, the 
homeless; those who are demoralized and discouraged, 
those whose fear has turned to cynicism, those whose 
vulnerability has become bitterness.  
 
Voice 2: Sometimes in the darkness, we remember those who 
are near to our hearts––colleagues, partners, parents, 
children, neighbors, friends. We thank God for their presence 
and ask God to bless and protect them in all that they do––at 
home, at school, as they travel, as they work, as they play.  
 
All   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
Voice 1: Sometimes, in the solitude of darkness, our fears and 
concerns, our hopes and our visions rise to the surface.  
We come face to face with ourselves and with the road that 
lies ahead of us. And in that same darkness, we find 
companionship for the journey.  
 
Voice 2: In that same darkness, we sometimes allow 
ourselves to wonder and worry whether the human race is 
going to make it at all.  
 
All   We know you are with us, O God, yet we still await your 
coming. In the darkness that contains both our hopelessness 
and our expectancy, we watch for a sign of God’s Hope. 
Amen.  



 

 
The Presider says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 

(During the silence people may add their own 
prayers.)  

The Presider concludes with a collect 
 
Concluding collect 
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your 
people, who trust in your love. By your coming, raise us to 
share in the joy of your kingdom on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one 
God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin  
The Deacon says  
Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
Silence is kept.  
 
All pray together 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,   
the evil we have done,  
and the evil done on our behalf.  



 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 
Amen.  
 
Absolution  
Presider 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Longing and Connection During Coronatide 
Presider 
God of loving presence, you are always arriving when we are 
least prepared, yet most in need, and for this we lift our 
hearts, thankful and adoring. You came to our forebears: 
presence in wilderness, comfort in exile, hope under 
oppression, strength in struggle. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
In a time of great need, you sent your Word, conceived of the 
Spirit and born of Mary, to live among us and show us your 
Way. You came, and still you come. Through him you invite 
us to share your life, be filled with your Spirit, and be your 
people in the world. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 



 

To strengthen and sustain us, Jesus took the ordinary things 
of life and blessed them to be signs and channels of his 
presence: bread and wine, prayer and story, hands and 
voice. He asked that we share these things, and remember 
him. 
 
Today, O God, in this time of pandemic, We are not free to 
meet and touch, to have our common bread, to sing your 
praise. But what we can, we do in remembrance of him. 
Today, O God, we present to you what brings us together; 
our memory and longing, love and connection. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
With voice and sight we gather. We bring ourselves before 
you, an offering. And faithfully, O God, you come to us across 
all time and space, you come and are present. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
You take the offering of our selves, our souls and 
bodies.  You accept our brokenness and turn it into the stuff 
of sharing. You bless us to go out into the world and make 
known your abundance of blessing. And so we tell the story, 
and we make our prayer: 
 
Holy God, accept the offering of our lives. Enliven your Spirit 
within us, that we may be your people, a reminder of 
compassion, justice, and hope in the world.  
 



 

Presider and People  
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
and in hope we follow you into the world. Amen. 
 
Presider Praying as Christ taught us, 
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all,  
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
May the way of your justice be followed  
by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Presider and People Concluding Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in our 



 

vocation and ministry we may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.   
 
 
Advent Blessing  
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ 
came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light 
of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we 
await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 
constant in love. Amen.  
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at 
his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 
And may the blessing of Holy eternal Majesty,  
Holy incarnate Word,  
and Holy abiding Spirit,  
be with you now and for evermore. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn God the Sculptor of the Mountains 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon As we await our coming Savior, 
go in peace to love and serve Christ. 
People To God be thanks forever. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint 
Helena Breviary and A new Zealand Prayer Book, A Prayer of 
Longing and Connection During Coronatide, by The Rev. 
Diane Root,  An Advent Litany of Darkness and Light from 
The Wideness of God’s Mercy: Litanies to Enlarge Our 
Prayers, Common Worship Times and Seasons, Hymnal 1949, 
alt., adapted Thomas Helmore, Soul Cries out with a Joyful 
Shout: Text:RoryCooney, Music: Star of the County Down, 
1990 GIA Publications, License S-921136. Music sung, played, 
and recorded by the Rev. Kim Hardy and Mr. Michael 
Hartigan 
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