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A few notes about tonight's service  
 

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory portions of  
the prayers. You are welcome to unmute yourself  when you are invited to offer 
your prayers, then remember to mute again when you have completed your 
prayer. 
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Prelude: Fugue in Eb BWV 552, J.S. Bach 
Mark Howe, Organ 
 
Hymn: O God, our help in ages past 
 
Bishop 
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People  
And also with you.  
 
Bishop 
Let us pray.  
God our healer, whose mercy is like a refining fire: by the loving- 
kindness of Jesus, heal us and those for whom we pray; that being 
renewed by you, we may witness your wholeness to our broken world; 
through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Spirit. Amen.  
 
Hebrew Scripture  Isaiah 49:14-16 

Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me.” 
Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the 
child of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. 
See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; your walls are 
continually before me. 
 
In unison Psalm 126  In convertendo 
When God restored the fortunes of Zion, *  

then were we like those who dream.  
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
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and our tongue with shouts of joy.  
Then they said among the nations, * 

“God has done great things for them.”  
God has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed.  
Restore our fortunes, O God, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev.  
Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy.  
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 
Glory to God, Source of all Being,  
Incarnate Word and Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 
New Testament  Acts 9:10-19a 
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said 
to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The 
Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at 
the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and 
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke 
your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and 
before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must 
suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias went and entered the 
house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And 
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immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was 
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some 
food, he regained his strength. 
 
Meditation: Speak to my heart 
Michael Hartigan, Keyboards 
 
Gospel  
Matthew 5:2-10 
Then Jesus began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Response to the Word 
 
The Water is Wide 
Michael Hartigan, Violin and Piano 
 
A Litany of Healing  
The Bishop introduces the Litany with this bidding  
Let us pray for our country.  
 
A Person appointed then leads the Litany  
 



  5 

God our Creator, your will for all people is health and salvation;  
We praise you and thank you, O God.  
 
God the Beloved Child you came that we might have life, and might 
have it more abundantly; 
We praise you and thank you, O God.  
 
God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies and lives the temple of your 
presence;  
We praise you and thank you, O God.  
 
Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;  
We praise you and thank you, O God.  
 
God, grant your healing grace to our country, that we may be made 
whole; 
Hear us, O God of life.  
 
Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, 
anxious, or despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of 
your presence; 
Hear us, O God of life.  
 
Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to 
soundness of mind and serenity of spirit; 
Hear us, O God of life. 
  
Bless all those in positions of public trust, granting them wisdom and 
skill, compassion and patience; 
Hear us, O God of life.  
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Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in 
our nation, and in the world; 
Hear us, O God of life.  
 
You are the One who does wonders:  
You have declared your power among the peoples.  
With you, O God, is the well of life:  
And in your light we see light.  
 
Hear us, O God of life:  
Heal us, and make us whole.  
 
The Bishop adds a concluding Collect 
Open us to your healing power, O God. We entrust ourselves to your 
care, knowing that you are doing for us and for all the world far better 
things than we can ask or imagine. With you as our companion and 
guide, strengthen us to hope for all that is good, and to fear no evil. 
For your love is stronger than death, and your faithfulness reaches to 
the heavens; and to you we give glory O God, now and to the ages of 
ages. Amen.  
 
Hymn: Lord of all hopefulness 
 
Bishop Let us pray 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
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as we forgive those 
who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
V. Show us your mercy, O God; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O God, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety.  
V. God, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
For our Country 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We 
humbly beseech you that we may always prove ourselves a people 
mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with 
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from 
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from 
every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united 
people the multitudes brought forth out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your 
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be 
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justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we 
may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the 
time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of 
trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
For Social Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every 
human heart [and especially the hearts of the people of this land], that 
barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and 
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority  
O God our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend 
this nation to your merciful care, that, being guided by your 
Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President 
of the United States, Joseph Biden, the Vice President of the United 
States, Kamala Harris, and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to 
know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and 
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve 
this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen.  
 
For Peace  
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, 
and guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of 
the earth, that in tranquility your dominion may increase until the earth 
is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our 
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Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
For the Future of the Human Race  
O God, you have blessed us and given us dominion over all the earth: 
Increase our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us new 
insight into your purposes for the human race, and new wisdom and 
determination in making provision for its future in accordance with 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Concluding Collect 
May the God who goes before us through desert places by night and 
by day be our companion and guide; may our journey be with the 
saints; may the Holy Spirit be our strength, and Christ our clothing of 
light, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve God. 
Response To God be thanks forever. 
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