
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Morning Prayer  
with the Green Mountain Online Abbey  

 of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 

 
 

A few notes about today’s service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 

again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

 
 

Monday, January 18, 2021 
The Season of Epiphany 

Confession of Saint Peter the Apostle 
 
 
 



 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall 
be great among the nations, and in every place incense 
shall be offered to my Name, and a pure offering; for 
my Name shall be great among the nations, says the 
Lord of hosts. Malachi 1:11  
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant   You laid the foundation of the earth 
People    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Jubilate   Psalm 100        
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, * 
 serve with gladness  
 and come before your presence with a song. 
 
For we know that you are God; * 
 you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 
   we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, 



go into your courts with praise, * 
   give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 
 
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; * 
   and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         

read in unison Psalm 23 Dominus regit me 

1 O God, you are my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 
 
2 You make me lie down in green pastures * 
and lead me beside still waters. 
 
3 You revive my soul * 
and guide me along right pathways for the sake of your Name. 
 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who 
trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 
 
 



6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of God for ever. 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   

Reader  A reading from Acts 4: 8-13 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the 
people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this 
man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 

`the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
it has become the cornerstone.' 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among mortals by which we must be 
saved." 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized 
that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were 
amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 



read in unison Canticle 26  
A Song of God’s Chosen One Isaiah 11:1-9  
Refrain: 
All The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God.. 
 
 1 Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; 
from Jesse's roots, a branch will blossom: 
 2 The Spirit of YHWH Will rest on you-- 
 a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 a spirit of counsel and strength, 
 a spirit of knowledge and reverence for YHWH. 
 3 You will delight in obeying YHWH, 
 and you won't judge by appearances, 
 or make decisions by hearsay. 
 4 You will treat poor people with fairness 
 and will uphold the rights of the land's 
 downtrodden. 
 With a single word you will stike down tyrants; 
 with your decrees you will execute evil people. 
 5 Justice will be the belt around this your waist- 
 faithfulness will gird you up. 
 6 Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 
 the calf and the lion cub will graze together, 
 and a little child will lead them. 
 7 The cow will feed with the bear; 
 their young will lie down together. 
 The lion will eat hay like the ox. 
 8 The baby will play next to the den of the cobra, 
 and the toddler will dance over the viper's nest. 
 9 There will be no harm, no destruction 
 anywhere in my holy mountain; 



 for as water fills the sea, 
 so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH. 
 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Refrain: 
All The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God.. 
 
The Gospel 
Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 16:13-19 
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" And 

they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 

others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But 

who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered him, 

"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, 

you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys 

of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven." 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 



 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
Officiant Believing the promises of God, as our Savior taught 
us, we pray 
 
Officiant and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  



and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of 
the world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and 
Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that 
he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty Father, who inspired Simon Peter, first among the 
apostles, to confess Jesus as Messiah and Son of the living God: 
Keep your Church steadfast upon the rock of this faith, so that in 



unity and peace we may proclaim the one truth and follow the 
one Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please 
unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have 
completed your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 



A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 



Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once again 
we offer ourselves to you. May the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. 
People To God be thanks forever. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
When Jesus’s disciple Simon confessed, “You are the Christ,” 
Jesus responded, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
Church.” This fisherman and his brother Andrew were the first 
disciples called by Jesus. Peter figures prominently in the 
Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth. It 
was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; 
it was Peter who impulsively wished to build three tabernacles 
on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was Peter who, just 
before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord. But 



it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the 
Lord’s work, speaking boldly of his belief in Jesus. It was also 
Peter, the Rock, whose strength and courage helped the young 
Church in its questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish 
community. Opposed at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had 
the humility to admit a change of heart, and to baptize the 
Roman centurion Cornelius and his household. Even after this, 
Peter had a continuing struggle with his conservatism, for Paul, 
writing to the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to the 
demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from table-
fellowship with Gentiles. Though the New Testament makes no 
mention of it, the tradition connecting Peter with Rome is early 
and virtually certain. According to a legend based on that 
tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the persecution under 
Nero. On the Appian Way, he met Christ, and asked him, 
“Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”). Jesus 
answered, “I am coming to be crucified again.” Peter thereupon 
retraced his steps, and was shortly thereafter crucified, head 
downwards. “I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” 
he is supposed to have said. As we watch Peter struggle with 
himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him, speak rashly 
and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not 
come to save the godly and strong but to save the weak and the 
sinful. Simon, an ordinary human being, was transformed by the 
Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church. 
Since 1908, the eight days between the feast of the Confession of 
Saint Peter and the feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul have 
been observed ecumenically as the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: Book of Common 
Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary and A New 
Zealand Prayer Book, Common Worship Times and Seasons 


