
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Morning Prayer  
with the Green Mountain Online Abbey  

 of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 

 
 

A few notes about today’s service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 

again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

 
Saturday, January 23, 2021 

The Season of Epiphany 
Phillips Brooks Bishop of Massachusetts, 1893 

 
 
 
 



 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth. Isaiah 49:6b  
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant   You laid the foundation of the earth 
People    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  



 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People  O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalms Appointed                         
read in unison Psalms 30 and 32 
Psalm 30 Exaltabo te, Domine 
1 I will exalt you, O God, 
because you have lifted me up * 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
2 O my God, I cried out to you, * 
and you restored me to health. 
 
3 You brought me up, O God, from the dead; * 
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
 
4 Sing to God, you servants of God, * 
and give thanks for the remembrance of God’s holiness. 
 
5 For divine wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 
divine favor for a lifetime. 
 
6 Weeping may spend the night, * 
but joy comes in the morning. 
 



7 While I felt secure, I said, 
“I shall never be disturbed. * 
You, O God, with your favor, made me as strong as the 
mountains.” 
 
8 Then you hid your face, * 
and I was filled with fear. 
 
9 I cried to you, O God; * 
I pleaded with you, saying, 
 
10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
 
11 Hear, O God, and have mercy upon me; * 
O God, be my helper.” 
 
12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 
 
13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 
O God, my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
 
Psalm 32 Beati quorum 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven * 
and whose sin is put away! 
 
2 Happy are they to whom God imputes no guilt * 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 
because of my groaning all day long. 



 
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you * 
and did not conceal my guilt. 
 
6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to God;” * 
then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
 
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time 
of trouble; * 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
 
8 You are my hiding-place; 
you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 
9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should 
go; * 
I will guide you with my eye. 
 
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding, * 
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 
or else they will not stay near you.” 
 
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked, * 
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Most High. 
 
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in God; * 
shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 
 



 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from Isaiah 46:1-13 
Bel bows down, Nebo stoops, 
   their idols are on beasts and cattle; 
these things you carry are loaded 
   as burdens on weary animals. 
They stoop, they bow down together; 
   they cannot save the burden, 
   but themselves go into captivity. 
 
 Listen to me, O house of Jacob, 
   all the remnant of the house of Israel, 
who have been borne by me from your birth, 
   carried from the womb; 
 even to your old age I am he, 
   even when you turn grey I will carry you. 
I have made, and I will bear; 
   I will carry and will save. 
 
 To whom will you liken me and make me equal, 
   and compare me, as though we were alike? 
 Those who lavish gold from the purse, 
   and weigh out silver in the scales— 



they hire a goldsmith, who makes it into a god; 
   then they fall down and worship! 
 They lift it to their shoulders, they carry it, 
   they set it in its place, and it stands there; 
   it cannot move from its place. 
If one cries out to it, it does not answer 
   or save anyone from trouble. 
 
 Remember this and consider,* 
   recall it to mind, you transgressors, 
   remember the former things of old; 
for I am God, and there is no other; 
   I am God, and there is no one like me, 
 declaring the end from the beginning 
   and from ancient times things not yet done, 
saying, ‘My purpose shall stand, 
   and I will fulfil my intention’, 
 calling a bird of prey from the east, 
   the man for my purpose from a far country. 
I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; 
   I have planned, and I will do it. 
 
 Listen to me, you stubborn of heart, 
   you who are far from deliverance: 
 I bring near my deliverance, it is not far off, 
   and my salvation will not tarry; 
I will put salvation in Zion, 
   for Israel my glory. 
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Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison Canticle 26  
A Song of God’s Chosen One Isaiah 11.1,2,3b-4a,6,9  
Refrain: 
All The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God. 
 
1 Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; 
from Jesse's roots, a branch will blossom: 
 2 The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you-- 
 a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 a spirit of counsel and strength, 
 a spirit of knowledge and reverence for YHWH. 
 3 You will delight in obeying YHWH, 
 and you won't judge by appearances, 
 or make decisions by hearsay. 
 4 You will treat poor people with fairness 
 and will uphold the rights of the land's 
 downtrodden. 
 With a single word you will stike down tyrants; 
 with your decrees you will execute evil people. 
 5 Justice will be the belt around this your waist- 
 faithfulness will gird you up. 
 6 Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 
 the calf and the lion cub will graze together, 
 and a little child will lead them. 
 7 The cow will feed with the bear; 
 their young will lie down together. 



 The lion will eat hay like the ox. 
 8 The baby will play next to the den of the cobra, 
 and the toddler will dance over the viper's nest. 
 9 There will be no harm, no destruction 
 anywhere in my holy mountain; 
 for as water fills the sea, 
 so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH. 
 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Refrain: 
All The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God. 
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of  Mark 5:1-20 

They came to the other side of the lake, to the country of the 
Gerasenes. And when he had stepped out of the boat, 
immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met 
him. He lived among the tombs; and no one could restrain him 
any more, even with a chain; for he had often been restrained 
with shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and 
the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength to 
subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the 
mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with 
stones. When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed 
down before him; and he shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What 
have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 
adjure you by God, do not torment me.’ For he had said to him, 



‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!’ Then Jesus asked him, 
‘What is your name?’ He replied, ‘My name is Legion; for we are 
many.’ He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 
country. Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was 
feeding; and the unclean spirits begged him, ‘Send us into the 
swine; let us enter them.’ So he gave them permission. And the 
unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the herd, 
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake, and were drowned in the lake. 
 The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. 
Then people came to see what it was that had happened. They 
came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in 
his right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and they 
were afraid. Those who had seen what had happened to the 
demoniac and to the swine reported it. Then they began to beg 
Jesus to leave their neighborhood. As he was getting into the 
boat, the man who had been possessed by demons begged him 
that he might be with him. But Jesus refused, and said to him, 
‘Go home to your friends, and tell them how much the Lord has 
done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.’ And he went 
away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus 
had done for him; and everyone was amazed. 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 



 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
Officiant Believing the promises of God, as our Savior taught 
us, we pray 
 
Officiant and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  



and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of 
the world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and 
Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that 
he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
O everlasting God, you revealed truth to your servant Phillips 
Brooks, and so formed and molded his mind and heart that he 
was able to mediate that truth with grace and power: Grant, we 
pray, that all whom you call to preach the Gospel may steep 



themselves in your Word, and conform their lives to your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please 
unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have 
completed your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 



 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 



 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once again 
we offer ourselves to you. May the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. 
People To God be thanks forever. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
Writing about Phillips Brooks in 1930, William Lawrence, who 
as a young man had known him, began, “Phillips Brooks was a 
leader of youth . . . His was the spirit of adventure, in thought, 
life, and faith.” To many who know him only as the author of “O 
little town of Bethlehem,” this part of Brooks’ life and influence 
is little known. Born in Boston in 1835, Phillips Brooks began 
his ministry in Philadelphia. His impressive personality and his 
eloquence immediately attracted attention. After ten years in 



Philadelphia, he returned to Boston as rector of Trinity Church, 
which was destroyed in the Boston fire three years later. It is a 
tribute to Brooks’ preaching, character, and leadership that in 
four years of worshiping in temporary and bare surroundings, 
the congregation grew and flourished. The new Trinity Church 
was a daring architectural enterprise for its day, with its altar 
placed in the center of the chancel, “a symbol of unity; God and 
man and all God’s creation,” and was a symbol of Brooks’ 
vision—a fitting setting for the greatest preacher of the century. 
This reputation has never been challenged. His sermons have 
passages that still grasp the reader, though they do not convey 
the warmth and vitality which so impressed his hearers. James 
Bryce wrote, “There was no sign of art about his preaching, no 
touch of self-consciousness. He spoke to his audience as a man 
might speak to his friend, pouring forth with swift, yet quiet and 
seldom impassioned earnestness, the thoughts of his singularly 
pure and lofty spirit.” Brooks died in Boston on January 23, 
1893. Brooks ministered with tenderness, understanding, and 
warm friendliness. He inspired men to enter the ministry, and 
taught many of them the art of preaching. He was conservative 
and orthodox in his theology; but his generosity of heart led him 
to be regarded as the leader of the liberal circles of the Church. 
 
—A Great Cloud of Witnesses, 2016, Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena 
Breviary and A New Zealand Prayer Book, Common Worship 
Times and Seasons 


	Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of  Mark 5:1-20

