
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to Sunday worship with the people of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont at the  

Green Mountain Online Abbey. 
 

A few notes about today's service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself 
when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to 

mute it again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 
 

SUNDAYS OF EPIPHANY  
 
 

January 24, 2021 
Third Sunday of Epiphany  

  
 



 

Opening Acclamation         
Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever.  
 

All 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Salutation  
Presider  God be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Let us pray.  
 
Collect of the Day  
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior 
Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his 
salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory 
of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Lessons 
First Reading 

Reader:  A reading from Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 
“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the 



 

message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. 
Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he 
cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
Response to the First Reading                   

Psalm 62:6-14 Nonne Deo? 
6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

truly, my hope is in him. 
 
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
 
8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 

God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 



 

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

 
10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 

even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
 
11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 

all of them together. 
 
12 Put no trust in extortion; 

in robbery take no empty pride; * 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 

that power belongs to God. 
 
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 

for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

 
Second Reading 

Reader: A reading from 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown 
short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as 
though they had none, and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they 
were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 
possessions, and those who deal with the world as though 



 

they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this 
world is passing away. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
The Gospel 
Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  
according to Mark 
People  Glory to you, our Savior Jesus Christ  

Mark 1:14-20 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him. 

 
After the Gospel, the Reader says  



 

The Gospel of the Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Christ Jesus.  
 
 
Reflection 
 
 
All say together The Apostles ’Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Deacon says 
Let us bring before God the needs of the world. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 Merciful God, you continually call us into the deep, 



 

 away from lives with no direction. Be present with us 
 as we navigate the waters of faithfulness. Turn us in 
 the direction of your voice and purpose. 
 
 Give us the courage to respond to your call and go 
 where you lead us. 
All  Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
 We are abundantly blessed and praise you for your 
 goodness and care of us.  
 For what are you grateful today? 
 
People are invited to offer their thanksgivings aloud or in the 
silence of their hearts. 
 
 We come to you with thankful hearts, 
All  Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
 Equip the leaders of your faithful people to lead with 
 holy vision. We pray for wisdom and stamina for our 
 bishops, priests, and deacons. Guide them as they 
 guide your people. 
Prayers are offered for those designated on the diocesan cycle of 
prayer 
All  Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
 Strengthen our nation's relationships across 
 boundaries and language. Put words of peace on the 
 lips of every world leader. Open the eyes of people 
 everywhere to the needs of their neighbors.  
All  Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 



 

 We lift those who are hurting into your healing 
 presence: for those facing the struggles of illness, 
 uncertainty, broken relationships, and world 
 weariness; for those who are dying, grant them a holy 
 death. 
 For whom do you pray today? 
People are invited to offer their prayers of intercession aloud or in 
the silence of their hearts. 
 
 We trust in your care, God of Mercy. 
All  Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
Concluding collect 
Jesus, you have called us into fellowship with all your  
saints. We unite our prayers with theirs and ask for grace  
to serve you with joy where you live and reign with the  
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for all  
eternity. Savior, child of Mary, you know us and love us,  
you share our lives and hear our prayer. Glory to you for  
ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin  
The Deacon says  
Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
Silence is kept.  
 
God of all mercy, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 



 

 
Jesus our Savior, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 
Spirit of love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Absolution  
Presider 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you close, that 
you may behold the glory of God’s Son, the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Longing and Connection During Coronatide 
Presider 
God of loving presence, we give you thanks, 
because you gather your scattered children into your Church 
to be as one even as you, our creator, are one with your Son and 
the Holy Spirit. You call us to be one people, to praise your 
wisdom in all your works, to be the body of Christ and the 
dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 



 

In a time of great need, you sent your Word, conceived of the 
Spirit and born of Mary, to live among us and show us your Way. 
You came, and still you come. Through him you invite us to 
share your life, be filled with your Spirit, and be your people in 
the world. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
To strengthen and sustain us, Jesus took the ordinary things of 
life and blessed them to be signs and channels of his presence: 
bread and wine, prayer and story, hands and voice. He asked 
that we share these things, and remember him. 
 
Today, O God, in this time of pandemic, We are not free to meet 
and touch, to have our common bread, to sing your praise. But 
what we can, we do in remembrance of him. Today, O God, we 
present to you what brings us together; our memory and 
longing, love and connection. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
With voice and sight we gather. We bring ourselves before you, 
an offering. And faithfully, O God, you come to us across all time 
and space, you come and are present. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
You take the offering of our selves, our souls and bodies.  
You accept our brokenness and turn it into the stuff of sharing. 
You bless us to go out into the world and make known your 
abundance of blessing. And so we tell the story, and we make 
our prayer: 



 

 
Holy God, accept the offering of our lives. Enliven your Spirit 
within us, that we may be your people, a reminder of 
compassion, justice, and hope in the world.  
 
Presider and People  
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
and in hope we follow you into the world. Amen. 
 
Presider Believing the promises of God, as our Savior taught us, 
we pray 
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Presider and People Concluding Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 



 

members of your holy Church, that in our vocation and ministry 
we may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.   
 
Epiphany Blessing  
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
fill you with radiance 
and scatter the darkness from your path. 
Amen. 
 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, 
gladden your eyes and warm your heart. 
Amen. 
  
Christ, the Dayspring from on high, 
draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing … 
 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  
Jesus said, ‘Go into all the world and make disciples of all the 
nations.’ 
Go in peace to love and serve in Christ name. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



 

Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena 
Breviary and A New Zealand Prayer Book, A Prayer of Longing 
and Connection During Coronatide, by The Rev. Diane Root, 
Common Worship Times and Seasons 
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