
 

 

 

A ministry and community of  prayer of   
The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

 
 

A few notes about today’s service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 

again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

March 3, 2021 
Wednesday, the Second Week of Lent 
John and Charles Wesley Priests, 1791, 1788 



 

 

 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us, but if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. I 
John 1:8, 9  
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant   Hear our voice, O God, according to your faithful love, 
People    according to your judgement give us life. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant  Our God is full of compassion and mercy: 
People   O come, let us worship. 
 
Said in unison Jubilate   Psalm 100        
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, * 
 serve with gladness  
 and come before your presence with a song. 
 
For we know that you are God; * 
 you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 
   we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, 
go into your courts with praise, * 



 

 

   give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 
 
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; * 
   and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Officiant  Our God is full of compassion and mercy: 
People   O come, let us worship. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         
read in unison Psalm 72 Deus, judicium 
1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King’s Son, 
 
2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 
 
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 
 
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 
 
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no 
more. 
 



 

 

8 He shall rule from sea to sea * 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
9 His foes shall bow down before him, * 
and his enemies lick the dust. 
 
10 The rulers of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the rulers of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
 
11 All rulers shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 
 
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 
 
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
 
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 
15 Long may he live; 
and may there be given to him gold from Arabia; * 
may prayer be made for him always, 
and may they bless him all the day long. 
 
16 May there be abundance of grain on the earth, 
growing thick even on the hilltops; * 
may its fruit flourish like Lebanon, 
and its grain like grass upon the earth. 
 
 



 

 

17 May his name remain for ever 
and be established as long as the sun endures; * 
may all the nations bless themselves in him and call him blest. 
 
18 Blest are you, O God of Israel; * 
you alone do wondrous deeds! 
 
19 And blest is your glorious Name for ever! * 
May all the earth be filled with your glory. 
Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from Jeremiah 3:6-18 
 The Lord said to me in the days of King Josiah: Have you seen 
what she did, that faithless one, Israel, how she went up on 
every high hill and under every green tree, and played the 
whore there? And I thought, ‘After she has done all this she will 
return to me’; but she did not return, and her false sister Judah 
saw it. She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Is-
rael, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce; yet her false 
sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the 
whore. Because she took her whoredom so lightly, she polluted 
the land, committing adultery with stone and tree. Yet for all this 
her false sister Judah did not return to me with her whole heart, 
but only in pretense, says the Lord. 



 

 

 Then the Lord said to me: Faithless Israel has shown herself 
less guilty than false Judah. Go, and proclaim these words to-
wards the north, and say: 
Return, faithless Israel, 
says the Lord. 
I will not look on you in anger, 
   for I am merciful, 
says the Lord; 
I will not be angry for ever. 
 Only acknowledge your guilt, 
   that you have rebelled against the Lord your God, 
and scattered your favors among strangers under every 
green tree, 
   and have not obeyed my voice, 
says the Lord. 
 Return, O faithless children, 
says the Lord, 
   for I am your master; 
I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, 
   and I will bring you to Zion. 
 I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you 
with knowledge and understanding. And when you have multi-
plied and increased in the land, in those days, says the Lord, 
they shall no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the Lord.’ It 
shall not come to mind, or be remembered, or missed; nor shall 
another one be made. At that time Jerusalem shall be called the 
throne of the Lord, and all nations shall gather to it, to the pres-
ence of the Lord in Jerusalem, and they shall no longer stub-
bornly follow their own evil will. In those days the house of Ju-
dah shall join the house of Israel, and together they shall come 
from the land of the north to the land that I gave your ancestors 
for a heritage. 



 

 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison 

Canticle F - A Song of Lamentation  
Lamentations 1:12,16; 3:19,22-24,26  
 
Refrain 
Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, * 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.  
 
Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? *  
Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,  
Which was brought upon me, *  
inflicted by God’s fierce anger.  
For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears, *  
for a comforter is far from me, 
one to revive my courage.  
Remember my affliction and my bitterness, *  
wormwood and gall!  
But this I call to mind *  
and therefore I have hope:  
The steadfast love of God never ceases; *  
God’s mercies never end.  
They are new every morning; *  
great is your faithfulness.  
“God is my portion,” says my soul, *  
“therefore I will hope in God.”  
It is good that we should wait quietly *  
for the coming of God’s salvation.  
 



 

 

Refrain 
Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, * 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.  
 
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of John 5:1-18 

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in 
Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many 
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who 
had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying 
there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to 
him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick man answered 
him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is 
stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps 
down ahead of me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat 
and walk.’ At once the man was made well, and he took up his 
mat and began to walk. 

Now that day was a sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who 
had been cured, ‘It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry 
your mat.’ But he answered them, ‘The man who made me well 
said to me, “Take up your mat and walk.” ’ They asked him, ‘Who 
is the man who said to you, “Take it up and walk”?’ Now the man 
who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had dis-
appeared in* the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him in 
the temple and said to him, ‘See, you have been made well! Do 
not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.’ The 
man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 
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made him well. Therefore the Jews started persecuting Jesus, be-
cause he was doing such things on the sabbath. But Jesus an-
swered them, ‘My Father is still working, and I also am work-
ing.’ For this reason the Jews were seeking all the more to kill 
him, because he was not only breaking the sabbath, but was also 
calling God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to 
God. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     



 

 

Presider Trusting in the compassion of God, as our Savior 
taught us, we pray 
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  



 

 

 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
O God, you so loved the world that you gave your only- begotten 
Son to reconcile earth with heaven: Grant that we, loving you 
above all things, may love our friends in you, and our enemies 
for your sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Lord God, you inspired your servants John and Charles Wesley 
with burning zeal for the sanctification of souls and endowed 
them with eloquence in speech and song: Kindle such fervor in 
your church, we entreat you, that those whose faith has cooled 
may be warmed, and those who have not known Christ may turn 
to him and be saved; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 



 

 

equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  



 

 

by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once again 
we offer ourselves to you. May we always be mindful of your 
abundant mercy, O God, fill us with compassion, and set our 
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. 
People To God be thanks forever. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 



 

 

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
John was the fifteenth, and Charles the eighteenth, child of Sam-
uel Wesley, Rector of Epworth, Lincolnshire, and his wife, Susan-
nah. John was born on June 17th, 1703, and Charles on Decem-
ber 18th, 1707. Of the nineteen Wesley siblings, only ten lived to 
maturity. Under their mother’s tutelage, all of them were 
schooled each day in six-hour sessions, always begun and con-
cluded with the singing of psalms. Their theological writings and 
sermons are still widely appreciated, but it is through their 
hymns—especially those of Charles, who wrote over six thou-
sand of them—that their religious experience, and their Chris-
tian faith and life, continue to affect the hearts of many. Both 
Wesleys were educated at Christ Church, Oxford, John later be-
ing elected a fellow of Lincoln College, where they gathered a 
few friends to join a “Holy Club” in strict adherence to the wor-
ship and discipline of the Prayer Book, and were thus given the 
name “Methodists.” John was ordained in 1728 and Charles in 
1735. Both were profoundly attached to the doctrine and wor-
ship of the Church of England, and deeply moved by and critical 
of the church’s neglect of the poor, and remained so, despite 
abusive opposition to their cause and methods. The two broth-
ers went together to Georgia in 1735, John as a missionary of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and Charles as secre-
tary to James Oglethorpe, the Governor. The mission was a dis-
aster, and both brothers returned to England, dejected and dis-
appointed. Shortly after their return home, however, they each 



 

 

experienced an inner conversion. On May 21st, 1738—Pente-
cost— Charles “felt the Spirit of God striving with his spirit ‘till 
by degrees He chased away the darkness of unbelief.” Three 
days later, at a meeting on May 24th in Aldersgate Street in Lon-
don with a group of Moravians, during a reading of Luther’s 
Preface to the Epistle to the Romans, John recorded, “I felt my 
heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, 
for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken 
away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and 
death.” So the revival was born. The two brothers placed a 
strong emphasis on preaching, and appointed lay people, both 
men and women, as preachers and evangelists to work together 
with the clergy in proclaiming the gospel. The formal separation 
of the Methodists from the Church of England occurred after the 
deaths of the two brothers in London —Charles on March 29th, 
1788, and John on March 2nd, 1791. In recent decades there has 
been increased cooperation and growth in agreement between 
Anglicans and Methodists and growing appreciation for our 
common heritage. 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
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