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A few notes about today’s service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 

again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

 
March 4, 2021 

Thursday, the Second Week of Lent 
Paul Cuffee, Witness to the Faith among the Shinnecock, 1812 



 

 

 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
Compassion and deep forgiveness belong to our God, because 
we rebelled against God. We didn’t listen to the voice of our God 
by following the teachings given to us through God servants, the 
prophets. Daniel 9:9, 10  
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant   Hear our voice, O God, according to your faithful love, 
People    according to your judgement give us life. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant  Our God is full of compassion and mercy: 
People   O come, let us worship. 
 
Said in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  



 

 

The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 
Officiant  Our God is full of compassion and mercy: 
People   O come, let us worship. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         
read in unison Psalm 71 In te, Domine, speravi 
1 In you, O God, have I taken refuge; * 
let me never be ashamed. 
 
2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * 
incline your ear to me and save me. 
 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 
you are my crag and my stronghold. 
 
4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * 
from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
 
5 For you are my hope, O God, * 
my confidence since I was young. 
 
6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 
from my mother’s womb you have been my strength; * 
my praise shall be always of you. 



 

 

 
7 I have become a portent to many, * 
but you are my refuge and my strength. 
 
8 Let my mouth be full of your praise * 
and your glory all the day long. 
 
9 Do not cast me off in my old age; * 
forsake me not when my strength fails. 
 
10 For my enemies are talking against me, * 
and those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together. 
 
11 They say that God has forsaken me, 
that they may pursue and seize me * 
because there is none who will save. 
 
12 O God, be not far from me; * 
come quickly to help me, O my God. 
 
13 Let those who set themselves against me be put to shame and 
be disgraced; * 
let those who seek to do me evil be covered with scorn and re-
proach. 
 
14 But I shall always wait in patience, * 
and shall praise you more and more. 
 
15 My mouth shall recount your mighty acts and saving deeds 
all day long, * 
though I cannot know the number of them. 
 



 

 

16 I will begin with your mighty works, O God; * 
I will recall your righteousness, yours alone. 
 
17 O God, you have taught me since I was young, * 
and to this day I tell of your wonderful works. 
 
18 And now that I am old and gray-headed, O God, do not for-
sake me, * 
till I make known your strength to this generation 
and your power to all who are to come. 
 
19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens; * 
you have done great things; 
who is like you, O God? 
 
20 You have shown me great troubles and adversities, * 
but you will restore my life 
and bring me up again from the deep places of the earth. 
 
21 You strengthen me more and more; * 
you enfold and comfort me, 
 
22 Therefore I will praise you upon the lyre for your faithful-
ness, O my God; * 
I will sing to you with the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 
 
23 My lips will sing with joy when I play to you, * 
and so will my soul, which you have redeemed. 
 
24 My tongue will proclaim your righteousness all day long, * 
for they are ashamed and disgraced who sought to do me harm.  
 



 

 

 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   

Reader  A reading from Jeremiah 4:9-10,19-28 

On that day, says the Lord, courage shall fail the king and the of-
ficials; the priests shall be appalled and the prophets 
astounded. Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God, how utterly you have de-
ceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, “It shall be well with 
you”, even while the sword is at the throat!’ 

 
 My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! 
   Oh, the walls of my heart! 
My heart is beating wildly; 
   I cannot keep silent; 
for I hear the sound of the trumpet, 
   the alarm of war. 
Disaster overtakes disaster, 
   the whole land is laid waste. 
Suddenly my tents are destroyed, 
   my curtains in a moment. 
 How long must I see the standard, 
   and hear the sound of the trumpet? 
 ‘For my people are foolish, 
   they do not know me; 
they are stupid children, 
   they have no understanding. 



 

 

They are skilled in doing evil, 
   but do not know how to do good.’ 

 
 I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; 
   and to the heavens, and they had no light. 
 I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, 
   and all the hills moved to and fro. 
 I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, 
   and all the birds of the air had fled. 
 I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, 
   and all its cities were laid in ruins 
   before the Lord, before his fierce anger. 

 For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet 
I will not make a full end. 
 Because of this the earth shall mourn, 
   and the heavens above grow black; 
for I have spoken, I have purposed; 
   I have not relented nor will I turn back. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Canticle for Morning Prayer in Lent 
Refrain: 
If we confess our sins,  
God is just and may be trusted to forgive our sins *  
and cleanse us from every kind of wrong.  
 

Zion says, God has forsaken me; *  
my God has forgotten me.  
Can a woman forget the infant at her breast, *  



 

 

or a loving mother the child of her womb?  
Even these forget, yet I will not forget you; *  
your walls are always before my eyes; 
I have engraved them on the palms of my hands.  
Those who are to rebuild you make better speed than those 
who pulled you down, *  
while those who laid you waste depart.  
 

Refrain: 
If we confess our sins, God is just and may be trusted to forgive 
our sins * and cleanse us from every kind of wrong. 
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of John 5:19-29 

 Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing 
on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for what-
ever the Father does, the Son does likewise. The Father loves the 
Son and shows him all that he himself is doing; and he will show 
him greater works than these, so that you will be astonished. In-
deed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so 
also the Son gives life to whomsoever he wishes. The Father 
judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, so that all 
may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Anyone who 
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent 
him. Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and be-
lieves him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come un-
der judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

 ‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who 
hear will live. For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has 



 

 

granted the Son also to have life in himself; and he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do 
not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who 
are in their graves will hear his voice and will come out—those 
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
Presider Trusting in the compassion of God, as our Savior 



 

 

taught us, we pray 
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 



 

 

O Lord, strong and mighty, Lord of hosts and King of glory: 
Cleanse our hearts from sin, keep our hands pure, and turn our 
minds from what is passing away; so that at the last we may 
stand in your holy place and receive your blessing; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Almighty God, who empowers evangelists and preachers: Help 
us to proclaim your Word with power, like your servant Paul 
Cuffee, that more might come to a deeper life in you; in the 
Name of your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 



 

 

The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  



 

 

we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once again 
we offer ourselves to you. May we always be mindful of your 
abundant mercy, O God, fill us with compassion, and set our 
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. 
People To God be thanks forever. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



 

 

 
Commemoration 
Born a member of the Shinnecock Tribe on March 4, 1757, Paul 
Cuffee was converted to Christianity in his early twenties. He 
was ordained in the Presbyterian Church and became a famous 
preacher and missionary to the native communities around the 
present-day Mastic Beach, at Hampton Bays, and at Montauk, all 
on Long Island, New York. Known as “Priest Paul,” Cuffee was in-
strumental in working for the survival of native tribes. He 
demonstrated particular gifts in bringing together a strong wit-
ness to the Christian faith in dialogue with those who held tradi-
tional native beliefs. Paul Cuffee strengthened the permanent 
presence of Native Americans in the area by establishing prayer 
meeting grounds in several locations. These became safe havens 
for diplomatic talks and places where native people could prac-
tice spiritually. He was a faithful advocate for his people and 
their way of life. Among the fruits of his efforts was the develop-
ment of many allies of European descent, thus helping to ensure 
that Native Americans on Long Island could retain what little 
land they had left. Part of Cuffee’s legacy can still be seen in the 
ceremonial “June Meeting” for the Shinnecock tribe that includes 
a Christian worship service, a tradition that continues to this 
day. Paul Cuffee is remembered for being a “most eloquent 
speaker” and is mentioned in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the influential 
anti-slavery novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe. Priest Paul is bur-
ied on a tiny plot of land at Canoe Place in Hampton Bays, his 
historic gravesite diminished by development on the Long Is-
land Railroad. His descendants continue mission work in the 
area that is a direct result of Priest Paul’s efforts. His gravestone 
reads, “Erected by the New York Missionary Society, in memory 
of the Rev. Paul Cuffee, an Indian of the Shinnecock tribe, who 
was employed by the Society for the last thirteen years of his 



 

 

life, on the eastern part of Long Island, where he labored with fi-
delity and success. Humble, pious and indefatigable in testifying 
the gospel of the grace of God, he finished his course with joy on 
the 7th of March, 1812, aged 55 years and 3 days.” 
 
—A Great Cloud of Witnesses, 2016, Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
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