
 
 

A 

ministry and community of  prayer of   
The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

 
Welcome to Morning Prayer  

 
A few notes about today’s service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 

you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 
again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 

can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

 
April 10, 2021 
Easter Season 

William Law, Priest, 1761 



 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have died. For since death came through a human 
being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
human being. 

1 Corinthians 15.20,21 
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  



So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         
read in unison Psalm 145 Exaltabo te, Deus 
1 I will exalt you, O holy God, * 
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
 
2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
3 Great are you, O God, and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to your greatness. 
 
4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 
 
5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 
 
6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of your greatness. 
 



7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
 
8 You are gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 
9 You are loving to everyone, * 
and your compassion is over all your works. 
 
10 All your works praise you, O God, * 
and your faithful servants bless you. 
 
11 They make known the glory of your realm * 
and speak of your power, 
 
12 That the peoples may know of your power * 
and the glorious splendor of your dominion. 
 
13 Yours, O God, is an everlasting reign; * 
your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
 
14 You are faithful in all your words * 
and merciful in all your deeds. 
 
15 You uphold all those who fall; * 
you lift up those who are bowed down. 
 
16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O God, * 
and you give them their food in due season. 
 
17 You open wide your hand * 
and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 



18 You are righteous in all your ways * 
and loving in all your works. 
 
19 You are near to those who call upon you, * 
to all who call upon you faithfully. 
 
20 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; * 
you hear their cry and help them. 
 
21 You preserve all those who love you, * 
but you destroy all the wicked. 
 
22 My mouth shall speak your praise, O God; * 
let all flesh bless your holy Name for ever and ever. 
 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   

Reader  A reading from Acts 4:13-31 

 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized 
that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were 
amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. When 
they saw the man who had been cured standing beside them, 
they had nothing to say in opposition. So they ordered them to 
leave the council while they discussed the matter with one an-
other. They said, ‘What will we do with them? For it is obvious 
to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done 



through them; we cannot deny it. But to keep it from spreading 
further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to 
anyone in this name.’ So they called them and ordered them not 
to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John 
answered them, ‘Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to 
you rather than to God, you must judge; for we cannot keep 
from speaking about what we have seen and heard.’ After 
threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to pun-
ish them because of the people, for all of them praised God for 
what had happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing 
had been performed was more than forty years old. 

 After they were released, they went to their friends and re-
ported what the chief priests and the elders had said to 
them. When they heard it, they raised their voices together to 
God and said, ‘Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the 
earth, the sea, and everything in them, it is you who said by the 
Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant:  
“Why did the Gentiles rage, 
   and the peoples imagine vain things? 
 The kings of the earth took their stand, 
   and the rulers have gathered together 
     against the Lord and against his Messiah.”  
For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered together against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, to do whatever 
your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And 
now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to 
speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your 
hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the 
name of your holy servant Jesus.’ When they had prayed, the 
place in which they were gathered together was shaken; and 



they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of 
God with boldness. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  

Though in the form of God, * 
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *  
and was born in human likeness.  
Being found in human form, he humbled himself *  
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
and given him the name above every name,  
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *  
In heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *  
to the glory of God the Father.  
 
The Gospel 
Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of John 16:16-33 
 ‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little 
while, and you will see me.’ Then some of his disciples said to 
one another, ‘What does he mean by saying to us, “A little while, 
and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you 
will see me”; and “Because I am going to the Father”?’ They said, 
‘What does he mean by this “a little while”? We do not know 
what he is talking about.’ Jesus knew that they wanted to ask 
him, so he said to them, ‘Are you discussing among yourselves 
what I meant when I said, “A little while, and you will no longer 
see me, and again a little while, and you will see me”? Very truly, 



I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; 
you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a 
woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has come. But 
when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish 
because of the joy of having brought a human being into the 
world. So you have pain now; but I will see you again, and your 
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. On 
that day you will ask nothing of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you 
ask anything of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Un-
til now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and 
you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. 
 ‘I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is 
coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but will tell 
you plainly of the Father. On that day you will ask in my name. I 
do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for 
the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and 
have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and 
have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world and am 
going to the Father.’ 
 His disciples said, ‘Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any 
figure of speech! Now we know that you know all things, and do 
not need to have anyone question you; by this we believe that 
you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do you now be-
lieve? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be 
scattered, each one to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet 
I am not alone because the Father is with me. I have said this to 
you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face 
persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!’ 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 



A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  



and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from 
the dominion of sin and death and brought us into the kingdom 
of your Son; and we pray that, as by his death he has recalled us 
to life, so by his love he may raise us to eternal joys; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, whose servant William Law taught us to hear and 
follow your call to a holy life, grant that we, loving you above all 
things and in all things, may seek your purpose and shape our 
actions to your will, that we may grow in all virtue and be dili-
gent in prayer all the days of our lives, through Jesus Christ our 



Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Ghost be all honor and 
glory now and forever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
Together 
For Social Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions dis-
appear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 



 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 



by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commemoration 
“If we are to follow Christ, it must be in our common way of 
spending every day. If we are to live unto God at any time or in 
any place, we are to live unto him in all times and in all places. If 
we are to use anything as the gift of God, we are to use every-
thing as his gift.” So wrote William Law in 1728 in A Serious Call 
to a Devout and Holy Life. This quiet schoolmaster of Putney, 
England could hardly be considered a revolutionary, yet his 
book had near-revolutionary repercussions. His challenge to 
take Christian living very seriously received more enthusiastic 
response than he could ever have imagined, especially in the 
lives of Henry Venn, George Whitefield, and John Wesley, all of 
whom he strongly influenced. More than any other man, William 
Law laid the foundation for the religious revival of the eight-
eenth century, the Evangelical Movement in England, and the 
Great Awakening in America. Law came to typify the devout 
priest in the eyes of many. His life was characterized by simplic-
ity, devotion, and works of charity. Because he was a Non-juror, 
who refused to swear allegiance to the House of Hanover, he 
was deprived of the usual means of making a living as a clergy-
man in the Church of England. He therefore worked as a tutor to 



the father of Edward Gibbon, the historian, from 1727 to 1737. 
Law also organized schools and homes for the poor. He stoutly 
defended the sacraments and scriptures against attacks by the 
Deists, and he spoke out eloquently against the warfare of his 
day. His richly inspired sermons and writings have gained him a 
permanent place in Christian literature. Law died at Kings Cliffe 
on April 9th, 1761. 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
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