
 

 

 
A ministry and community of  prayer of   

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 
 

Welcome to Sunday worship with the people of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont 

 
A few notes about today's service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself 

when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to 
mute it again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 

can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 
 

April 11, 2021 
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Sunday of Easter  
  

Opening Acclamation         
Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

 

All 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Salutation  

Presider  God be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Let us pray.  
 
Collect of the Day  

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery 

established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all 

who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may 

show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Lessons 

First Reading 
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Reader:  A reading from Acts 

 Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 
With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 

 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
Response to the First Reading                   

Psalm 133 Ecce, quam bonum! 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when kindred live together in unity! 
 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 
 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
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5 For there has God ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 
 
Second Reading 

Reader: A reading from 1 John 

1 John 1:1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 
of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify 
to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our 
joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If 
we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if 
we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that 
you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate 
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with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 

 
Here ends the reading. 
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  
according to John 
People  Glory to you, our Savior Jesus Christ  

John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, 
and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe." 
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A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 

 
After the Gospel, the Reader says  
The Gospel of the Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Christ Jesus.  
 
 
Reflection 
 
 

All say together The Apostles ’Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
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was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Deacon says 
Let us bring before God the needs of the world. 
 
Prayers of the People 

Jesus Christ, great high priest, living for ever to intercede for us, 
pray for the Church, your broken body in the world … 
Prayers are offered for those designated on the diocesan cycle of 
prayer 
We pray for the people of St. Luke’s Episcopal Mission in Fairlee 
and for the Rev. Diane Root. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
Graciously hear us, O God. 
 
Jesus Christ, King of righteousness, 
enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high, 
pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule … 
 
Hear us, O God. 
People   Graciously hear us, O God. 
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Jesus Christ, drawing humanity into the life of God, 
pray for your sisters and brothers in need, distress, or sorrow … 
For whom do you pray today? 
People are invited to offer their intersections aloud or in the 
silence of their hearts. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
People   Graciously hear us, O God. 
 
Jesus, pioneer of our salvation, 
bringing us to glory through your death and resurrection, 
surround with your saints and angels those who have died 
trusting your promises … 
 
Whom do you remember and pray for today? 
People are invited to offer their prayers of remembrance aloud or 
in the silence of their hearts. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
People   Graciously hear us, O God. 
 
Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, 
ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, pray for 
us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service … 
For what are you grateful today? 
 
People are invited to offer their thanksgivings aloud or in the 
silence of their hearts. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
People   Graciously hear us, O God. 
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Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin  

The Deacon says  
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

Romans 6.10 
 

Silence is kept.  
 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
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Absolution  
Presider 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Longing and Connection During Coronatide 

Presider 
God of loving presence, we give you thanks, 
because you gather your scattered children into your Church 
to be as one even as you, our creator, are one with your Son and 
the Holy Spirit. You call us to be one people, to praise your 
wisdom in all your works, to be the body of Christ and the 
dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
In these days of Easter, we celebrate with joy, the resurrection 
of Jesus, and his power over sin and death. Through his sacrifice, 
you invite us to share your life, be filled with your Spirit, and be 
your people in the world. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
To strengthen and sustain us, Jesus took the ordinary things of 
life and blessed them to be signs and channels of his presence: 
bread and wine, prayer and story, hands and voice. He asked 
that we share these things, and remember him. 
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Today, O God, in this time of pandemic, We are not free to meet 
and touch, to have our common bread, to sing your praise in our 
places of worship. But what we can, we do in remembrance of 
him. Today, O God, we present to you what brings us together; 
our memory and longing, love and connection. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
With voice and sight we gather. We bring ourselves before you, 
an offering. And faithfully, O God, you come to us across all time 
and space, you come and are present. 
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
keep us hopeful in this time of longing. 
 
You take the offering of our selves, our souls and bodies.  
You accept our brokenness and turn it into the stuff of sharing. 
You bless us to go out into the world and make known your 
abundance of blessing. And so we tell the story, and we make 
our prayer: 
 
Holy God, accept the offering of our lives. Enliven your Spirit 
within us, that we may be your people, a reminder of 
compassion, justice, and hope in the world.  
 
Presider and People  
In joy we receive you, O Christ;  
and in hope we follow you into the world. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
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your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Presider and People Concluding Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in our vocation and ministry 
we may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.   
 
Easter Blessing  

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight; and the blessing of God… Amen.  
 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  
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With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at work within 
you, 
go in peace to love and serve Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena 
Breviary and A New Zealand Prayer Book, A Prayer of Longing 
and Connection During Coronatide, by The Rev. Diane Root, 
Common Worship Times and Seasons 
 
 
 


