
 

 

 
 

A 

ministry and community of  prayer of   
The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

 
Welcome to Morning Prayer  

 
A few notes about today’s service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 

you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 
again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 

can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 
Easter Season 

Damien, Priest, 1889 and Marianne Cope, Monastic, 1918 of 
Hawaii 



 

 

 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have died. For since death came through a human 
being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
human being. 

1 Corinthians 15.20,21 
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  



 

 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         
read in unison Psalm 18 Part I Diligam te, Domine. 
1 I love you, O God, my strength, * 
my stronghold, my crag, and my haven, 
 
2 My God, my rock in whom I put my trust, * 
my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge; 
you are worthy of praise. 
 
3 I will call upon you, O God, * 
and so shall I be saved from my enemies. 
 
4 The breakers of death rolled over me, * 
and the torrents of oblivion made me afraid. 
 
5 The cords of hell entangled me, * 
and the snares of death were set for me. 
 
6 I called upon you, O God, in my distress; * 
I cried out to you for help. 



 

 

 
7 You heard my voice from your heavenly dwelling; * 
my cry of anguish came to your ears. 
 
8 The earth reeled and rocked; * 
the roots of the mountains shook; 
they reeled because of your anger. 
 
9 Smoke rose from your nostrils 
and a consuming fire out of your mouth; * 
hot burning coals blazed forth from you. 
 
10 You parted the heavens and came down * 
with a storm cloud under your feet. 
 
11 You mounted on cherubim and flew; * 
you swooped on the wings of the wind. 
 
12 You wrapped darkness about you; * 
you made dark waters and thick clouds your pavilion. 
 
13 From the brightness of your presence, through the clouds, * 
burst hailstones and coals of fire. 
 
14 O God, you thundered out of heaven; * 
O Most High, you uttered your voice. 
 
15 You loosed your arrows and scattered them; * 
you hurled thunderbolts and routed them. 
 
16 The beds of the seas were uncovered, 
and the foundations of the world laid bare, * 



 

 

at your battle cry, O God, 
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 
 
17 You reached down from on high and grasped me; * 
you drew me out of great waters. 
 
18 You delivered me from my strong enemies 
and from those who hated me; * 
for they were too mighty for me. 
 
19 They confronted me in the day of my disaster; * 
but you were my support. 
 
20 You brought me out into an open place; * 
you rescued me because you delighted in me. 
 
 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   

Reader  A reading from 1 John 2:18-29 

Children, it is the last hour! As you have heard that antichrist is 
coming, so now many antichrists have come. From this we know 
that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did not 
belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have re-
mained with us. But by going out they made it plain that none of 
them belongs to us. But you have been anointed by the Holy 



 

 

One, and all of you have knowledge. I write to you, not because 
you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and you 
know that no lie comes from the truth. Who is the liar but the 
one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the 
one who denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the 
Son has the Father; everyone who confesses the Son has the Fa-
ther also. Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If 
what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will 
abide in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he has prom-
ised us, eternal life. 

 I write these things to you concerning those who would deceive 
you. As for you, the anointing that you received from him abides 
in you, and so you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his 
anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a 
lie, and just as it has taught you, abide in him.  

 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is re-
vealed we may have confidence and not be put to shame before 
him at his coming. 

 If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone 
who does right has been born of him. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  

Though in the form of God, * 
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *  
and was born in human likeness.  
Being found in human form, he humbled himself *  
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  



 

 

Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
and given him the name above every name,  
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *  
In heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *  
to the glory of God the Father.  
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 3:1-14 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pon-
tius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Gali-
lee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Tra-
chonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priest-
hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight. 
 Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth; 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 
‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, 



 

 

God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abra-
ham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.’ 

 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply 
he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with any-
one who has none; and whoever has food must do like-
wise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no 
more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked 
him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not ex-
tort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.’ 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  



 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 



 

 

R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery es-
tablished the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who 
have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Bind up the wounds of your children, O God, and help us, follow-
ing the example of your servants Damien and Marianne, to be 
bold and loving in service to all who are shunned for the dis-
eases they suffer, that your grace may be poured forth upon all; 
through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 



 

 

we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
Together 
For Social Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions dis-
appear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 



 

 

The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  



 

 

 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commemoration 
Fr. Damien was born Joseph de Veuster in 1840 in Belgium, the 
son of a farmer. At the age of 18, he joined the Congregation of 
the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. He made his first vows in 
1859 and took the name Damien, after the ancient physician and 
martyr. When his older brother became ill and was unable to 
join the mission endeavor in Hawaii, Damien volunteered to 
take his place. As Father Damien began his ministry in Hawaii, 
leprosy was spreading rapidly throughout the Islands. In 1863, 
King Kamehameha V ordered those with leprosy to be sent to 
Kalaupapa, an isolated peninsula on the northern coast of Molo-
kai. There, on the side of the peninsula known as Kalawao, those 
afflicted by the disease were left with no aid. Damien was among 



 

 

the first priests to arrive in Kalawao, and he remained there for 
the rest of his life, building houses, an orphanage, a church, and 
a hospital. He ate with those he served, worshipped with them, 
and invited them into his home. He eventually contracted lep-
rosy, later known as Hansen’s disease, and died in 1889. Like Fa-
ther Damien, Marianne Cope aspired to a religious vocation at 
an early age. She entered the Sisters of St. Francis in Syracuse, 
New York, in 1862, and in 1870, she began work as a nurse ad-
ministrator at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Syracuse, where she was 
criticized for accepting alcoholics and other undesirable pa-
tients. In 1883, she received a letter from a priest in Hawaii ask-
ing for help managing the hospitals and ministry to leprosy pa-
tients. She arrived in Honolulu in 1883 and immediately took 
over supervision of the Kaka’ako Branch Hospital, which served 
as a receiving center for leprosy patients from all over the is-
lands. She also opened a care center for the healthy children of 
leprosy victims. In 1884, she met Father Damien, and in 1886, 
she alone ministered to him when his illness made him unwel-
come among church and government leaders. She continued her 
work with hospitals and sufferers of Hansen’s disease until her 
death in 1918. 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena 
Breviary and A New Zealand Prayer Book, Common Worship 
Times and Seasons 


