
 
A ministry and community of  prayer of   

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 
 

Welcome to Morning Prayer  
 

A few notes about today’s service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 

again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Friday, April 16, 2021 
Easter Season 

Peter Williams Cassey, Priest, 1917 and Annie Besant Cas-
sey,1875 



     
 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
After his suffering Jesus presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

Acts 1.3 
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  



So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalms Appointed                         
read in unison Psalms 16 and 16 
Psalm 16 Conserva me, Domine 
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
I have said to the Holy One, “You are my God, 
my good above all other.” 
 
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
upon those who are noble among the people. 
 
3 But those who run after other gods * 
shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 
4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 
 
5 O God, you are my portion and my cup; * 
it is you who uphold my lot. 
 
 



6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
 
7 I will bless you, O God, who gives me counsel; * 
my heart teaches me, night after night. 
 
8 I have set you always before me; * 
because you are at my right hand I shall not fall. 
 
9 My heart, therefore, is glad and my spirit rejoices; * 
my body also shall rest in hope. 
 
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
 
11 You will show me the path of life; * 
in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
 
Psalm 17 Exaudi, Domine 
1 Hear my plea of innocence, O God; 
give heed to my cry; * 
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 
 
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * 
let your eyes be fixed on justice. 
 
3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * 
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 
 
4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * 
I have heeded the words of your lips. 



 
5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * 
in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 
 
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * 
incline your ear to me and hear my words. 
 
7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, * 
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 
from those who rise up against them. 
 
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; * 
hide me under the shadow of your wings, 
 
9 From the wicked who assault me, * 
from my deadly enemies who surround me. 
 
10 They have closed their heart to pity, * 
and their mouth speaks proud things. 
 
11 They press me hard, 
now they surround me, * 
watching how they may cast me to the ground, 
 
12 Like a lion, greedy for its prey, * 
and like a young lion lurking in secret places. 
 
13 Arise, O God; confront them and bring them down; * 
deliver me from the wicked by your sword. 
 
14 Deliver me, O God, by your hand * 
from those whose portion in life is this world; 



 
15 Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, * 
who are well supplied with children 
and leave their wealth to their little ones. 
 
16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; * 
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.  
 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from 1 John 3:1-10 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in 
him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is law-
lessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, 
and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no 
one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little chil-
dren, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right 
is righteous, just as he is righteous. Everyone who commits sin 
is a child of the devil; for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to 
destroy the works of the devil. Those who have been born of 



God do not sin, because God’s seed abides in them; they cannot 
sin, because they have been born of God. The children of God 
and the children of the devil are revealed in this way: all who 
do not do what is right are not from God, nor are those who do 
not love their brothers and sisters.  
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Song of Ezekiel Ezekiel 36:24-28  
I will take you out of the nations *  
and gather you from every land, and bring you to your own 
soil.  
I will sprinkle clean water over you, 
and you shall be clean from all that defiles you; *  
I will cleanse you from the taint of all your idols.  
I will give you a new heart * 
and put a new spirit within you;  
I will take the heart of stone from your body * and give you a 
heart of flesh.  
I will put my spirit into you 
and make you conform to my statutes; *  
you shall keep my laws and live by them.  
You shall live in the land which I gave to your ancestors; *  
you shall be my people, 
and I will be your God.  
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 3:15-22 



 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were ques-
tioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news 
to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by 
him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all 
the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by shut-
ting up John in prison. 
 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. 
And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Be-
loved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  



was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 



V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery es-
tablished the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who 
have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
God of justice and mercy, who sent your Son to preach, to teach, 
and to give hope to those in need: We remember before you this 
day your servants Peter Williams Cassey and Anna Besant Cas-
sey, who, in the face of slavery and discrimination, sought to 
give the blessings of education and a spiritual haven for those 
pushed to the margins. May we strive in our own lives to be 
fearless in the face of injustice and to work for blessings that 
will touch those whom the world does not count of value; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
Together 
For Social Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions dis-
appear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 



(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 



and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Commemoration 
Peter Williams Cassey was ordained as a deacon in 1866, the 
first person of color ordained in the Episcopal Church west of 
the Mississippi River. He was a fourth generation freed African 
American. His great grandfather bought his freedom and 
founded the first black church in New York, the African Method-
ist Episcopal Zion Church. His grandfather was the first African 
American Episcopal priest in New York and founder of St. 
Philip’s, Manhattan. His parents, Joseph and Amy Cassey were 
prominent abolitionists in Philadelphia. Peter received the best 
classical education available at the time, speaking and fluently 
reading Greek, Hebrew and Latin. He arrived in San Francisco in 
1853 and worked as a barber. He helped organize a community 
association to protect African Americans and other persons of 
color. In the late 1850’s he moved to San José, California where 
he formed an abolitionist group to help free slaves. Peter mar-
ried Annie Besant, who came from another prominent African 
American family. They were among the founding members of 
Trinity Parish, San Jose, California in 1862. At the same time, 
they rented the former Bascom School for Girls and established 
St. Philips Mission for Colored People and opened St. Philip’s 
Academy. The school was not only for African American, but 
also for Mexican and Chinese students because no children of 
color could attend public schools. Bishop William Ingram Kip, 
first Bishop of California, recognized St. Philip’s as a mission 
congregation out of Trinity Church and in 1866 ordained Peter 
as a deacon. The bishop directed him to establish Christ Church 
for Colored People in San Francisco while Annie kept St. Philip’s 
going. Later this church would split into the African American 
Church of St. Cyprian and Christ Nippon Sei Ko Kai (Japanese 
American Episcopal Church). In 1881 Peter was called to St. 



Cyprian’s Episcopal Church in New Bern, North Carolina as the 
first African American rector in that state. In 1884 he was ac-
cepted a call to Florida where he served in succession three par-
ishes until he died at the age of 86 on April 16th, 1917. Bishop 
Edwin Gardner Weed said at Peter’s funeral “that no other cler-
gyman in the Diocese came close to the theological maturity and 
scholarship that Peter Williams Cassey exhibited in his ministry 
and teachings. We should be proud of these great souls that 
helped lay the foundations of this diocese.” 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena 
Breviary and A New Zealand Prayer Book, Common Worship 
Times and Seasons 
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