
 

 

 
 

A 

ministry and community of  prayer of   
The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

 
Welcome to Morning Prayer  

 
A few notes about today’s service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 

you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 
again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 

can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 
Easter Season 

William Augustus Muhlenberg, Priest, 1877 
 



 

 

Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have died. For since death came through a human 
being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
human being. 

1 Corinthians 15.20,21 
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  



 

 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalms Appointed                         
read in unison Psalms 146 and 147 
Psalm 146 Lauda, anima mea 
1 Alleluia! Praise God, O my soul! * 
I will praise God as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 
2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 
for there is no help in them. 
 
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 
and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, * 
whose hope is in their God; 
 
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
whose promise abides for ever; 
 
 



 

 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed * 
and food to those who hunger. 
 
7 God sets the prisoners free 
and opens the eyes of the blind; * 
God lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 
8 God loves the righteous 
and cares for the stranger; * 
God sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 
9 God shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Alleluia! 
 
Psalm 147 Laudate Dominum 
1 Alleluia! How good it is to sing praises to you, O God; * 
how pleasant it is to honor you with praise! 
 
2 For you rebuild Jerusalem * 
and gather the exiles of Israel. 
 
3 You heal the brokenhearted * 
and bind up their wounds. 
 
4 You count the number of the stars * 
and call them all by their names. 
 
5 Great are you and mighty in power; * 
there is no limit to your wisdom. 
 
 



 

 

6 You lift up the lowly, * 
but cast the wicked to the ground. 
 
7 We sing to you, Most High, with thanksgiving; * 
we make music to you upon the harp, 
 
8 For you cover the heavens with clouds * 
and prepare rain for the earth; 
 
9 You make grass to grow upon the mountains * 
and green plants to serve humankind. 
 
10 You provide food for flocks and herds * 
and for the young ravens when they cry. 
 
11 You are not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
you have no pleasure in human strength; 
 
12 But you have pleasure in those who fear you, * 
in those who await your gracious favor. 
 
13 Worship God, O Jerusalem; * 
praise your Sovereign, O Zion; 
 
14 For the Holy One has strengthened the bars of your gates * 
and has blessed your children within you. 
 
15 Peace has been established on your borders; * 
you are satisfied with the finest wheat. 
 
16 You send out your command to the earth, * 
and your word runs very swiftly. 



 

 

 
17 You give snow like wool * 
and scatter hoarfrost like ashes. 
 
18 You scatter your hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against your cold? 
 
19 You send forth your word and melt them; * 
you blow with your wind and the waters flow. 
 
20 You declare your word to Jacob, * 
your statutes and your judgments to Israel. 
 
21 You have not done so to any other nation; * 
to them you have not revealed your judgments. Alleluia! 
 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   

Reader  A reading from Acts 3:11-26 

 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to 
them in the portico called Solomon’s Portico, utterly aston-
ished. When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israel-
ites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God 
of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 



 

 

handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he 
had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Right-
eous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you 
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this 
we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has 
made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith 
that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. 

 ‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped 
out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 
the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, 
that is, Jesus, who must remain in heaven until the time of uni-
versal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy 
prophets. Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you 
from your own people a prophet like me. You must listen to 
whatever he tells you. And it will be that everyone who does not 
listen to that prophet will be utterly rooted out from the peo-
ple.” And all the prophets, as many as have spoken, from Samuel 
and those after him, also predicted these days. You are the de-
scendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God gave to 
your ancestors, saying to Abraham, “And in your descendants all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” When God raised up 
his servant, he sent him first to you, to bless you by turning each 
of you from your wicked ways.’ 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  



 

 

Though in the form of God, * 
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *  
and was born in human likeness.  
Being found in human form, he humbled himself *  
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
and given him the name above every name,  
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *  
In heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *  
to the glory of God the Father.  
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of John 15:12-27 

 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I com-
mand you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you every-
thing that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me 
but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask 
him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another. 

 ‘If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated 
you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as 
its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have cho-



 

 

sen you out of the world—therefore the world hates you. Re-
member the word that I said to you, “Servants are not greater 
than their master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they 
will do all these things to you on account of my name, because 
they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and spo-
ken to them, they would not have sin; but now they have no ex-
cuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I 
had not done among them the works that no one else did, they 
would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated both me 
and my Father. It was to fulfill the word that is written in their 
law, “They hated me without a cause.” 

 ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will 
testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have 
been with me from the beginning. 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  



 

 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 



 

 

R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery es-
tablished the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who 
have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Open the eyes of your church, O Lord, to the plight of the poor 
and the lonely, the homeless and destitute, the old and the sick, 
or the lonely and those who have none to care for them. Give to 
us the vision and compassion with which you so richly endowed 
your servant William Augustus Muhlenberg, that we may labor 
tirelessly to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to 
turn their sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 

 

 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
Together 
For Social Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions dis-
appear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 



 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 



 

 

Deacon  Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commemoration 
William Augustus Muhlenberg was born in Philadelphia in 1796, 
into a prominent German Lutheran family, and was drawn to the 
Episcopal Church by its use of English. He deliberately chose to 
remain unmarried in order to free himself for a variety of minis-
tries. As a young priest, he was deeply involved in the Sunday 



 

 

School movement, and was concerned that the church should 
minister to all social groups. Aware of the limitations of the 
hymnody of his time, he wrote hymns and compiled hymnals, 
thus widening the range of music in Episcopal churches. For 
twenty years he was head of a boys’ school in Flushing, New 
York. The use of music, flowers, and color, and the emphasis on 
the Church Year in the worship there became a potent influence. 
In 1846, he founded the Church of the Holy Communion in New 
York City. Again, he was bold and innovative, establishing free 
pews for everyone, a parish school, a parish unemployment 
fund, and trips to the country for poor city children. His concep-
tion of beauty in worship, vivid and symbolic, had at its heart 
the Holy Communion itself, celebrated every Sunday. It was 
there that Anne Ayres founded the Sisterhood of the Holy Com-
munion. In 1857, the two of them founded St. Luke’s Hospital, 
where Muhlenberg was the pastor-superintendent and she the 
matron. Muhlenberg’s concern for sacramental worship and 
evangelism led him and several associates to memorialize the 
General Convention of 1853, calling for flexibility in worship and 
polity to enable the church better to fulfill its mission. The in-
sistence of the “Memorial” on traditional Catholic elements—the 
Creeds, the Eucharist, and Episcopal ordination—together with 
the Reformation doctrine of grace, appealed to people of varying 
views. Although the church was not ready to adopt the specific 
suggestions of the Memorial, its influence was great, notably in 
preparing the ground for liturgical reform and ecumenical ac-
tion. Muhlenberg’s last great project was an experiment in 
Christian social living, St. Johnland on Long Island. Although his 
dream of a Christian city was not realized, several of its philan-
thropic institutions survive. 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
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