
 

 

 

A ministry and community of  prayer of   
The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

 
Welcome to Morning Prayer  

 
A few notes about today’s service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 

you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 
again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 

can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

 
Friday, April 9, 2021 

Easter Season 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Theologian and Martyr, 1945 



 

 

 
 
Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
After his suffering Jesus presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

Acts 1.3 
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  



 

 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         
read in unison Psalm 136 Confitemini 
1 Give thanks to the Holy One who is good, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
3 Give thanks to the Ruler of Rulers, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
4 Who only does great wonders, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
5 Who by wisdom made the heavens, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
6 Who spread out the earth upon the waters, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 



 

 

7 Who created great lights, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
8 The sun to rule the day, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
9 The moon and the stars to govern the night, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
10 Who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
11 And brought out Israel from among them, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
12 With a mighty hand and a stretched-out arm, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
13 Who divided the Red Sea in two, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
14 And made Israel to pass through the midst of it, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
15 But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
16 Who led the people through the wilderness, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
17 Who struck down great kings, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 



 

 

 
18 And slew mighty kings, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
20 And Og, the king of Bashan, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
21 And gave away their lands for an inheritance, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
22 An inheritance for Israel God’s servant, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
23 Who remembered us in our low estate, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
24 And delivered us from our enemies, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
25 Who gives food to all creatures, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, * 
for God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 



 

 

The Lessons 
First Reading   

Reader  A reading from Acts 4:1-12 

While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, 
the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came to 
them, much annoyed because they were teaching the people 
and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the resurrection of the 
dead. So they arrested them and put them in custody until the 
next day, for it was already evening. But many of those who 
heard the word believed; and they numbered about five thou-
sand. 

 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Je-
rusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alex-
ander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By 
what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people 
and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed 
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man 
has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you cru-
cified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
   it has become the cornerstone.”  
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among mortals by which we must be 
saved.’ 

 



 

 

 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Song of Ezekiel Ezekiel 36:24-28  

I will take you out of the nations *  
and gather you from every land, and bring you to your own 
soil.  
I will sprinkle clean water over you, 
and you shall be clean from all that defiles you; *  
I will cleanse you from the taint of all your idols.  
I will give you a new heart * 
and put a new spirit within you;  
I will take the heart of stone from your body * and give you a 
heart of flesh.  
I will put my spirit into you 
and make you conform to my statutes; *  
you shall keep my laws and live by them.  
You shall live in the land which I gave to your ancestors; *  
you shall be my people, 
and I will be your God.  
 
The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of John 16:1-15 

‘I have said these things to you to keep you from stum-
bling. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour 
is coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so 
they are offering worship to God. And they will do this because 
they have not known the Father or me. But I have said these 
things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told you about them. 



 

 

‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I 
was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none 
of you asks me, “Where are you going?” But because I have said 
these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, 
I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I 
do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 
will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the 
world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about 
sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, be-
cause I am going to the Father and you will see me no 
longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world has 
been condemned. 

 ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak what-
ever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I 
said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  



 

 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
 
Presider and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 



 

 

V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty Father, who gave your only Son to die for our sins and 
to rise for our justification: Give us grace so to put away the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, that we may always serve you 
in pureness of living and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Embolden our lives, O Lord, and inspire our faiths, that we, fol-
lowing the example of your servant Dietrich Bonhoeffer, might 
embrace your call with undivided hearts; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 



 

 

life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as 
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you 
are God, and we need you. Amen.  
 
Together 
For Social Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions dis-
appear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 



 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 



 

 

Deacon  Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commemoration 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born at Breslau, Germany (now 
Wroclaw, Poland) on February 4th, 1906. He studied theology at 
the universities of Berlin and Tübingen. His doctoral thesis was 



 

 

published in 1930 as Communio Sanctorum. Still canonically too 
young to be ordained at the age of 24, he undertook postdoc-
toral study and teaching at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York City. From the first days of the Nazi accession to power in 
1933, Bonhoeffer was involved in protests against the regime. 
From 1933 to 1935 he was the pastor of two small congrega-
tions in London, but nonetheless was a leading spokesman for 
the Confessing Church, the center of Protestant resistance to the 
Nazis. In 1935, Bonhoeffer was appointed to organize and head 
a new seminary for the Confessing Church at Finkenwald. He de-
scribed the community in his class work Life Together. He later 
wrote The Cost of Discipleship, which quickly became a modern 
classic. Bonhoeffer was acutely aware of the difficulties of life in 
community, and the easy disillusionment that could come when 
the experience did not live up to the imagined idea. Yet he also 
wrote eloquently of the gift and privilege of Christian commu-
nity. “It is not simply to be taken for granted that the Christian 
has the privilege of living among other Christians. Jesus Christ 
lived in the midst of his enemies. At the end all of his disciples 
deserted him. On the Cross he was utterly alone, surrounded by 
evildoers and mockers. For this cause he had come, to bring 
peace to the enemies of God. So the Christian, too, belongs not in 
the seclusion of a cloistered life but in the thick of foes. There is 
his commission, his work…So between the death of Christ and 
the Last Day it is only by a gracious anticipation of the last 
things that Christians are privileged to live in visible fellowship 
with other Christians.” Bonhoeffer became increasingly involved 
in the political struggle after 1939, when he was introduced to a 
group seeking Hitler’s overthrow. Bonhoeffer considered refuge 
in the United States, but he returned to Germany where he was 
able to continue his resistance. Bonhoeffer was arrested April 
5th, 1943, and imprisoned in Berlin. After an attempt on Hitler’s 



 

 

life failed on July 20th, 1944, documents were discovered link-
ing Bonhoeffer to the conspiracy. He was taken to Buchenwald 
concentration camp, then to Schoenberg Prison. On Sunday, 
April 8th, 1945, just as he concluded a service in a school build-
ing in Schoenberg, two men came in with the chilling summons, 
“Prisoner Bonhoeffer…come with us.” He said to another pris-
oner, “This is the end. For me, the beginning of life.” Bonhoeffer 
was hanged the next day, April 9th, at Flossenburg Prison. There 
is in Bonhoeffer’s life a remarkable unity of faith, prayer, writ-
ing, and action. The pacifist theologian came to accept the guilt 
of plotting the death of Hitler, because he was convinced that 
not to do so would be a greater evil. Discipleship was to be had 
only at great cost. 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
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