
 

 

  
A ministry and community of  prayer of 

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

 
A few notes about tonight's service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory portions 
of  the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself  when you are invited 

to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it again when you have 
completed your prayer.  

 
An Order for Evening Prayer  

The Officiant begins  
Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the 
moon and the sun. You fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you made 
both summer and winter. Psalm 74:15, 16  
  
The Officiant then says  
Let us confess our sins to God.  



 

 

 
Silence is kept.  
Officiant and People  

Almighty God, 
We have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ,  
forgive us all our offenses;         
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Officiant  

Absolution  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
A deacon or lay person using the preceding form substitutes “us” for “you” and 
“our” for “your.”  
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

The Officiant then says  

O God, be not far from us. 

People  Come quickly to help us, O God. 
 

All        Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 



 

 

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1noMNedohEMuavslwiETF
yFVkGcOf-ZbV/view 

Or 

Light of the World  Phos hilaron  

Light of the world, in grace and beauty, 

Mirror of God’s eternal face,  

Transparent flame of love’s free duty,  
You bring salvation to our race.  
Now, as we see the lights of evening,  
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;  
Worthy are you of endless blessing,  
Sun of our night, lamp of our days. 
 

Then follows  

Evening Psalm Antiphon  

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my 

hands as the evening sacrifice.  

Psalm 141:1-3,8ab Domine, clamavi  

O God, I call to you; come to me quickly; *  
hear my voice when I cry to you.  
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, *  
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.  
Set a watch before my mouth,  
O God, and guard the door of my lips; * 
let not my heart incline to any evil thing.  
But my eyes are turned to you, O God; *  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1noMNedohEMuavslwiETFyFVkGcOf-ZbV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1noMNedohEMuavslwiETFyFVkGcOf-ZbV/view


 

 

in you I take refuge  
 

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my 

hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.   
 

The Lessons  

First Reading  

Reader:  A reading from James 1:1-18 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

Greetings. 

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider 
it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, so that you 
may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing. 

If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all 
generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you. But ask in faith, 
never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
driven and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being double-minded 
and unstable in every way, must not expect to receive anything from 
the Lord. 

Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised up, and the rich in 
being brought low, because the rich will disappear like a flower in the 
field. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the field; its 
flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is the same with the rich; in the 
midst of a busy life, they will wither away. 



 

 

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood the 
test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to 
those who love him. No one, when tempted, should say, ‘I am being 
tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil and he himself 
tempts no one. But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured 
and enticed by it; then, when that desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to death. Do not be 
deceived, my beloved.  

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. In fulfilment of his own purpose 
he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind 
of first fruits of his creatures. 

 
After the Readings, the Reader says  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis Luke 2:29-32  

O God, you now have set your servant free *  
   to go in peace as you have promised;  
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *  
   whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  
A Light to enlighten the nations, *  
   and the glory of your people Israel.  
 
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Second Reading  

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 19:23-30 



 

 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a 
rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ When the disciples heard 
this, they were greatly astounded and said, ‘Then who can be 
saved?’ But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is 
impossible, but for God all things are possible.’ 

Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed 
you. What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at 
the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne 
of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my 
name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But 
many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 

 
 
After the Readings, the Reader says  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 

A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 

The Apostles' Creed                   

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 



 

 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers  

Officiant God be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Officiant Let us pray.  

 
Officiant and People 

An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 



 

 

 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages B  
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O God.  
 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O God.  
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O God.  
 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O God.  
 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be 
condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O God.  
 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion 
of [_______ and] all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life 
to Christ, 
We entreat you, O God.  
 
The Collects  

Officiant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day  
O God, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy 
Name, for you never fail to help and govern those whom you have set 
upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus 



 

 

Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this 
night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this 
life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.  
 
Keep watch, dear God, with those who work, or watch, or weep this 
night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, 
O Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 
pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.  
 
For dismantling racism 
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask 
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many instances 
of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value differences in 
culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, and celebrate the 
God-made wonder of every human being. Help us to be vigilant, 
working against racial and social injustice in our own hearts and in the 
world around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to 

“strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 
of every human being. Amen. 
 
Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered. 
Please unmute yourself if you wish to share your prayer aloud. 
Remember to return your microphone to mute when you have 
completed your prayer. 
 
The Officiant offers one or more concluding collects 
 
For Times of Transition 
 



 

 

God of Love, 
You are with us in every transition and change. 
As we enter into this new time in our lives, with excitement and even 
some anxiety, we recall your deep compassion, presence, and 
abounding love. We thank you for the gifts, talents and skills with 
which you have blessed us. We thank you for the experiences that have 
brought us to this moment. We thank you for the work of others that 
gives breadth and depth to our own work. Be with us as we move 
forward, rejoicing with you and supporting one another. We ask this in 
your Holy Name Amen.  
 

The General Thanksgiving            
 
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 



 

 

through Jesus Christ our best vision, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   To God be thanks forever. 
 
From Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost Alleluia, alleluia” may be added to the 
preceding versicle and response.  

Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
Book of  Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary, A New Zealand Prayer 
Book and The Inclusive Bible, For Times of  Transition - Joseph P. Shadle, For dismantling racism - 
Peggy Bonesteel and the prayer team of  St. James Episcopal Church, Essex Jct., VT 


