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A few notes about today's service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of  the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself  
when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute 

it again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 

MORNING PRAYER  
June 24, 2021 

Thursday of Ordinary Time, Proper 7 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 



 

Opening Sentence       

 
The Officiant says the following 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy, “I dwell in the high and holy place and also with the 
one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble and to revive the heart of the contrite.” Isaiah 57:15 
 

Invitatory and Psalter       
 
Officiant O God, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant God ever reigns on high:  
People   Come let us worship.  
         
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  



In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 
Officiant God ever reigns on high:  
People   Come let us worship. 
 
 
Psalm Appointed                         

Psalm 85 Benedixisti, Domine 
1 You have been gracious to your land, O God; * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
 
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 
 
3 You have withdrawn all your fury * 
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 
 
4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; * 
let your anger depart from us. 
 
5 Will you be displeased with us for ever; * 
will you prolong your anger from age to age? 



 
6 Will you not give us life again, * 
that your people may rejoice in you? 
 
7 Show us your mercy, O God, * 
and grant us your salvation. 
 
8 I will listen to what you are saying, * 
for you are speaking peace to your faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, * 
that your glory may dwell in our land. 
 
10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 
12 You, O God, will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 
 
13 Righteousness shall go before you, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. 
 
 



 
The Lessons 

First Reading   
Reader:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 13:14b-26 
On the sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 
After the reading of the law and the prophets, the officials of the 
synagogue sent them a message, saying, “Brothers, if you have any 
word of exhortation for the people, give it.” 
So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: “You 
Israelites, and others who fear God, listen. The God of this people 
Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great during their 
stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of 
it. For about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. 
After he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he 
gave them their land as an inheritance for about four hundred fifty 
years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet 
Samuel. Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son 
of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty 
years. When he had removed him, he made David their king. In his 
testimony about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to 
be a man after my heart, who will carry out all my wishes.’ Of this 
man’s posterity God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he 
promised; before his coming John had already proclaimed a 
baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was 
finishing his work, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am 
not he. No, but one is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of the sandals on his feet.” 
“My brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family, and others 
who fear God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent.” 
 



 

 

Here ends the reading. 
 
   
read in unison Canticle A 
A Song of Wisdom  Sapientia liberavit Wisdom 10:15-19,20b-21  
 
Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors *  
 a holy people and a blameless race.  
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, *  
 withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs. 
  
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, *  
 and led them by a marvelous way;  
She was their shelter by day *  
 and a blaze of stars by night.  
 
She brought them across the Red Sea, *  
 she led them through mighty waters;  
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves * 
 and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.  
 
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, *  
 and praised with one voice your protecting hand;  
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, * 
 and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.  
 
The Gospel 



Reader  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 1:57-80 
The time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be 
called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this 
name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what 
name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and 
wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he 
began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, 
and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill 
country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, 
“What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the 
Lord was with him. 
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke this prophecy: 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all 
who hate us. 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
and has remembered his holy covenant, 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days.” 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 



for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the 
wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 
 

 
Here ends the reading. 

A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and ministry 
of Jesus. 
 
The Apostles' Creed                

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers           
                  
Officiant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 



Suffrages  
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Proper 7 
O God, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy 
Name, for you never fail to help and govern those whom you have 
set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist 
was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our 
Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching 
and holy life, that we may truly repent according to his preaching; 
and, following his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly 
rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's sake; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 

For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and 
soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we 
move forward in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are 
God, and we need you. Amen.   
 
Together 
For dismantling racism 
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask 
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many 
instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value 
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, 
and celebrate the God-made wonder of every human being. Help 
us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in our 
own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our 
baptismal covenant to “strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human being. Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 



I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please 
unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. When you 
have completed your prayer, return the microphone to 
mute.)  

 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving               
 
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 



that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 

Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir 
us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   To God be thanks forever. 
 
Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



 
 
Commemoration 
John the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus, was the 
son of elderly parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, and according to 
the Gospel of Luke, he was related to Jesus on his mother’s side. 
His birth is celebrated six months before Christmas Day, since, 
according to Luke, Elizabeth became pregnant six months before 
the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary. John figures prominently in 
all four Gospels, but the account of his birth is given only in the 
Gospel according to Luke. His father, Zechariah, a priest of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, was struck speechless because he doubted a 
vision foretelling John’s birth. When his speech was restored, 
Zechariah uttered a canticle of praise, the Benedictus, which is 
one of the canticles used in the Daily Office, traditionally at 
Morning Prayer. John lived ascetically in the desert. He was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt, and ate locusts and 
wild honey. He preached repentance, and called upon people to 
prepare for the coming of the Kingdom and of the Messiah, 
baptizing his followers to signify their repentance and new life. 
Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan River. John is 
remembered during Advent as a prophet, and at Epiphany as the 
baptizer of Jesus. The Gospel according to John quotes the 
Baptist as saying to his followers that Jesus is the Lamb of God, 
and prophesying, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 
3:30). 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
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