
 

 

  
A ministry and community of  prayer of 

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 
 

A few notes about today's service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of  the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself  
when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute 

it again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

MORNING PRAYER  

 

October 22, 2021 

Friday of Ordinary Time, Proper 24 

 



 

 

 

Opening Sentence       

 
The Officiant says the following 

May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be 
pleasing in your sight, O God, my rock and my redeemer. Psalm 
19:14 
 

Invitatory and Psalter        
 
Officiant O God, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant  Our God has redeemed the world: 
People   Come, let us worship.  
 
Said in unison Jubilate   Psalm 100        

May all lands be joyful before you, O God, * 
 serve with gladness  
 and come before your presence with a song. 
 
For we know that you are God; * 
 you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 
   we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, 



 

 

go into your courts with praise, * 
   give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 
 
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; * 
   and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Officiant  Our God has redeemed the world: 
People   Come, let us worship.  
 
 
Psalm Appointed 
 
Psalm 31 In te, Domine, speravi 
1 In you, O God, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
 
2 Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 
 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 
 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, O God of truth. 
 
6 I hate those who cling to worthless idols, * 
and I put my trust in God. 



 

 

 
7 I will rejoice and be glad because of your mercy, * 
for you have seen my affliction; 
you know my distress. 
 
8 You have not shut me up in the power of the enemy; * 
you have set my feet in an open place. 
 
9 Have mercy on me, O God, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 
 
10 For my life is wasted with grief 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 
 
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my 
neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 
12 I am forgotten like the dead, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life. 
 
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O God. * 
I have said, “You are my God. 



 

 

 
15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness, save me.” 
 
17 O God, let me not be ashamed for having called upon you; * 
rather, let the wicked be put to shame; 
let them be silent in the grave. 
 
18 Let the lying lips be silenced which speak against the righteous, 
* 
haughtily, disdainfully, and with contempt. 
 
19 How great is your goodness, O God, 
which you have laid up for those who fear you; * 
which you have done in the sight of all 
for those who put their trust in you. 
 
20 You hide them in the covert of your presence from those who 
slander them; * 
you keep them in your shelter from the strife of tongues. 
 
21 Blessed be God! * 
For you have shown me the wonders of your love in a city under 
siege. 
 
22 Yet I said in my alarm, 
“I have been cut off from the sight of your eyes.” * 
Nevertheless, you heard the sound of my entreaty 



 

 

when I cried out to you. 
 
23 Love God, all you who worship God; * 
God protects the faithful, 
but repays to the full those who act haughtily. 
 
24 Be strong and let your heart take courage, * 
all you who wait for God. 

 
 

 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Lessons 

First Reading   
Reader  A reading from The First Letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians 16:10-24 
If Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear among you, for 
he is doing the work of the Lord just as I am; therefore let no one 
despise him. Send him on his way in peace, so that he may come to 
me; for I am expecting him with the brothers. 
Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit 
you with the other brothers, but he was not at all willing to come 
now. He will come when he has the opportunity. 
Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let 
all that you do be done in love. 
Now, brothers and sisters, you know that members of the 
household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they 



 

 

have devoted themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to 
put yourselves at the service of such people, and of everyone who 
works and toils with them. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas 
and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made up for your 
absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. So give 
recognition to such people. 
The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together 
with the church in their house, greet you warmly in the Lord. All 
the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one another with a 
holy kiss. 
I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Let anyone be 
accursed who has no love for the Lord. Our Lord, come! The 
grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with all of you in 
Christ Jesus 
 

 
Here ends the reading. 

 

read in unison Canticle L  
 
 A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  
Though in the form of God, * 
 Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *  
 and was born in human likeness.  
Being found in human form, he humbled himself *  
 and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
 and given him the name above every name,  
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *  
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  



 

 

And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *  
 to the glory of God the Father.  

 

 

The Gospel 

Reader A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 12:22-32 
Then they brought to him a demoniac who was blind and mute; 
and he cured him, so that the one who had been mute could speak 
and see. All the crowds were amazed and said, ‘Can this be the Son 
of David?’ But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, ‘It is only by 
Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this fellow casts out the 
demons.’ He knew what they were thinking and said to them, 
‘Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or 
house divided against itself will stand. If Satan casts out Satan, he 
is divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand? If I 
cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own 
exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if 
it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom 
of God has come to you. Or how can one enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his property, without first tying up the strong 
man? Then indeed the house can be plundered. Whoever is not 
with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters. Therefore I tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin 
and blasphemy, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven. Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be 
forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 
 
 
 



 

 

Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 

 
The Apostles' Creed            

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers            
                  
Officiant God be with you. 



 

 

People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
Suffrages  

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  

R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  



 

 

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 

The Collects  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Proper 24 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory 
among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your 
Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the 
confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 

For People Facing Uncertainty 
 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and 
soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we 
move forward in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 



 

 

cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are 
God, and we need you. Amen. 
 

Together 

For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont 
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery. We 
give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time, and in 
this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters, “to step 
out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for the 
experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented 
by the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision, 
and Efficiency (THRIVE). Bless their efforts as they rally and 
shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts and 
minds and for clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your 
abundant and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and 
guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working 
in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All this, 
we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Together 
For dismantling racism 
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask 
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many 
instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value 
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, 
and celebrate the God-made wonder of every human being. Help 
us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in our 
own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our 

baptismal covenant to “strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” Amen. 
 



 

 

The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please 
unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. When you 
have completed your prayer, return the microphone to 
mute.)  

 
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission. 
A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving           
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 



 

 

that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir 
us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

 
Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   To God be thanks forever. 
 
Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 



 

 

generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
Book of  Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary, A New Zealand Prayer 
Book and The Inclusive Bible, For Times of  Transition - Joseph P. Shadle, For dismantling racism - 
Peggy Bonesteel and the prayer team of  St. James Episcopal Church, Essex Jct., VT 


