A ministry and community of prayer of
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
A few notes about today's service.

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory
portions of the service.

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we can
read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching.
MORNING PRAYER

October 23, 2021
Saturday of Ordinary Time, Proper 24
St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Our Savior, Jesus Christ

Opening Sentence
The Officiant says the following

Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous person is powerful
in what it can achieve. James 5:16
Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O God, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant God is the Source to whom all things return:
People
Come let us worship.
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *
and raise a loud shout with psalms.
For you, O God, are a great God; *
you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *

and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it, *
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *
and kneel before God, our Maker,
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and
the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Officiant God is the Source to whom all things return:
People Come let us worship.
Psalms Appointed

Psalm 30 and 32

Psalm 30 Exaltabo te, Domine
1 I will exalt you, O God,
because you have lifted me up *
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2 O my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.
3 You brought me up, O God, from the dead; *
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4 Sing to God, you servants of God, *
and give thanks for the remembrance of God’s holiness.
5 For divine wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *

divine favor for a lifetime.
6 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.
7 While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed. *
You, O God, with your favor, made me as strong as the
mountains.”
8 Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.
9 I cried to you, O God; *
I pleaded with you, saying,
10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
11 Hear, O God, and have mercy upon me; *
O God, be my helper.”
12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.
13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O God, my God, I will give you thanks for ever.
Psalm 32 Beati quorum
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven *
and whose sin is put away!

2 Happy are they to whom God imputes no guilt *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you *
and did not conceal my guilt.
6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to God;” *
then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8 You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
*
I will guide you with my eye.
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding, *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you.”

11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked, *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Most High.
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in God; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
First Reading
Reader: A reading from Paul’s Letter to Philemon 1-25
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our
sister, to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the church in your
house:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my
God because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith
towards the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do
for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement
from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command
you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis
of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a

prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child,
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my
imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is
indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my
own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he
might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment
for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent,
in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated
from you for a while, so that you might have him back for ever, no
longer as a slave but as more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and
in the Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you
anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with
my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me
even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you
in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even
more than I say.
One thing more—prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping
through your prayers to be restored to you.
Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to
you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellowworkers.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Here ends the reading.

read in unison Canticle N A Song of God’s Love 1 John 4:7-11

Beloved, let us love one another, *
for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven. Beloved, since
God loved us so much, *
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *
and God’s love will be perfected in us.

The Gospel

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 12:33-42
‘Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree
bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. You brood
of vipers! How can you speak good things, when you are evil? For
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good
person brings good things out of a good treasure, and the evil
person brings evil things out of an evil treasure. I tell you, on the

day of judgement you will have to give an account for every
careless word you utter; for by your words you will be justified,
and by your words you will be condemned.’
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, ‘Teacher, we
wish to see a sign from you.’ But he answered them, ‘An evil and
adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was for
three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for
three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of
the earth. The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgement
with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the
proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is
here! The queen of the South will rise up at the judgement with
this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends
of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see,
something greater than Solomon is here!
Here ends the reading.
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and ministry
of Jesus.

The Apostles' Creed
All say together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant God be with you.
PeopleAnd also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
Officiant and People

An alternative Lord’s Prayer
Our loving God in heaven,
holy is your Name,
may your reign come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For all creation, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance;
R. govern and uphold us now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you
R. we praise your name forever.
V. O God, keep us without sin today;
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.
V. Show us your love and mercy;
R. for we put our trust in you.
V. In you, O God, is our hope;
R. and we shall never hope in vain.
The Collects
The Collect of the Day
Proper 24
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory
among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your
Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the
confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.
Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the
Just, brother of our Savior, your Church may give itself continually to
prayer and to the reconciliation of all who are at variance and enmity;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Together
A Collect for Guidance
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and have
our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your
Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not
forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Together
For People Facing Uncertainty
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and
soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we move
forward in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the equal of
whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what cannot be
avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are God, and we
need you. Amen.
Together

For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont

Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we
give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time, and in
this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters, “to step
out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for the
experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented
by the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision,
and Efficiency (THRIVE). Bless their efforts as they rally and
shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts and
minds and for clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your
abundant and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and
guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working
in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All this,
we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Together

For dismantling racism
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many instances
of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value differences in
culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, and celebrate the
God-made wonder of every human being. Help us to be vigilant,
working against racial and social injustice in our own hearts and in the
world around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to
“strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being.” Amen.
The Officiant says

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time.
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please

unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have
completed your prayer, return the microphone to mute. )
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications
and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly
serve you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
The Officiant and People say together

Almighty God, of boundless mercy,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world

by our Savior Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips,
but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our best vision,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Together A Collect of Dedication
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir
us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon or Officiant

Let us bless God.

People

To God be thanks forever.

Concluding Sentences
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
Amen.
Commemoration
In the Gospel according to Matthew and in the Epistle to the
Galatians, the James whom we commemorate today is called the
Lord’s brother. Other writers, following Mark’s tradition, believe
him to have been a cousin of Jesus. Certain apocryphal writings
speak of him as a son of Joseph’s first wife. Whatever his
relationship to Jesus—brother, half-brother, or cousin—James was
converted after the resurrection. Eventually, he became Bishop of
Jerusalem. In the first letter to the Corinthians (15:7), Paul says
that James was favored with a special appearance of the Lord
before the ascension. Later, James dealt cordially with Paul at
Jerusalem, when the latter came there to meet Peter and the other
apostles. During the Council of Jerusalem, when there was

disagreement about whether Gentile converts should be
circumcised, James summed up the momentous decision with
these words: “My judgment is that we should impose no irksome
restrictions on those Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts
15:19). Eusebius, quoting from an earlier church history by
Hegesippus, declares that James was surnamed “the Just.” He was
holy, abstemious, did not cut his hair nor oil his body, and was
continually on his knees in prayer, interceding for his people. “As
many as came to believe did so through James,” says Hegesippus.
James’ success in converting many to Christ greatly perturbed
some factions in Jerusalem. According to Hegesippus, they begged
him to “restrain the people, for they have gone astray to Jesus,
thinking him to be the Messiah…we bear you witness that you are
just…Persuade the people that they do not go astray…we put our
trust in you.” They then set James on the pinnacle of the temple,
bidding him to preach to the multitude and turn them from Jesus.
James, however, testified for the Lord. Thereupon, they hurled
him from the roof to the pavement, and cudgeled him to death.
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