A ministry and community of prayer of
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
A few notes about today's service.
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself
when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute
it again when you have completed your prayer.
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching.
MORNING PRAYER

October 25, 2021

Monday of Ordinary Time, Proper 25
Tabitha (Dorcas) of Joppa

Opening Sentence
The Officiant says the following

Keep on praying and guard your prayers with thanksgiving.
Colossians 4:2
Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O God, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant Our God orders all things well:
People
Come, let us worship.
Said in unison Jubilate Psalm 100
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, *
serve with gladness
and come before your presence with a song.
For we know that you are God; *
you yourself have made us, and we are yours;
we are your people and the sheep of your pasture.
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving,

go into your courts with praise, *
give thanks to you and call upon your Name.
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; *
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Officiant Our God orders all things well:
People
Come, let us worship.
Psalms Appointed

Psalms 41 and 52

Psalm 41 Beatus qui intelligit
1 Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! *
God will deliver them in the time of trouble.
2 God preserves them and keeps them alive,
so that they may be happy in the land, *
and does not hand them over to the will of their enemies.
3 God sustains them on their sickbed *
and ministers to them in their illness.
4 I said, “O God, be merciful to me; *
heal me, for I have sinned against you.”
5 My enemies are saying wicked things about me, *
wondering when I will die and my name perish.
6 Even if they come to see me, they speak empty words; *
their heart collects false rumors;

they go outside and spread them.
7 All my enemies whisper together about me *
and devise evil against me.
8 They say a deadly thing has fastened on me, *
that I have taken to my bed and will never get up again.
9 Even my best friend, whom I trusted,
who broke bread with me, *
has spurned me and turned against me.
10 But you, O God, be merciful to me and raise me up, *
and I shall repay them.
11 By this I know you are pleased with me, *
that my enemy does not triumph over me.
12 In my integrity you hold me fast, *
and shall set me before your face for ever.
13 Blessed be the God of Israel, *
from age to age. Amen. Amen.
Psalm 52 Quid gloriaris?
1 You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness *
against the godly all day long?
2 You plot ruin;
your tongue is like a sharpened razor, *
O worker of deception.

3 You love evil more than good *
and lying more than speaking the truth.
4 You love all words that hurt, *
O you deceitful tongue.
5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, *
topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling,
and root you out of the land of the living!
6 The righteous shall see and tremble, *
and they shall laugh at the tyrant, saying,
7 “This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, *
but trusted in great wealth
and relied upon wickedness.”
8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; *
I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.
9 I will give you thanks for what you have done *
and declare the goodness of your Name in the presence of the
godly.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

First Reading
Reader: A reading from The Book of Revelation 1:4-20
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is
to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution
and the kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island
called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus. I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me
a loud voice like a trumpet saying, ‘Write in a book what you see
and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to
Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to
Laodicea.’
Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the
lampstands I saw one like the Son of Man, clothed with a long
robe and with a golden sash across his chest. His head and his hair
were white as white wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a flame
of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace,
and his voice was like the sound of many waters. In his right hand

he held seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged
sword, and his face was like the sun shining with full force.
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his
right hand on me, saying, ‘Do not be afraid; I am the first and the
last, and the living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive for ever and
ever; and I have the keys of Death and of Hades. Now write what
you have seen, what is, and what is to take place after this. As for
the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and
the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
Here ends the reading.
read in unison Canticle 9 The First Song of Isaiah Ecce, Deus Isaiah
12:2-6
Surely God is my salvation; *
I will trust and will not be afraid,
For God is my strength and my might *
and will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation, *
and on that day you shall say,
Give thanks and call upon God’s name;
Make known God’s deeds among the peoples; *
proclaim that God’s name is exalted;
Sing praises to the Most High who has done great things; *
let this be known in all the world.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, *
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God*
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
The Gospel
Reader A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 12:43-50
‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders
through waterless regions looking for a resting-place, but it finds
none. Then it says, “I will return to my house from which I came.”
When it comes, it finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then it
goes and brings along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and
they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse
than the first. So will it be also with this evil generation.’
While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and his
brothers were standing outside, wanting to speak to him. Someone
told him, ‘Look, your mother and your brothers are standing
outside, wanting to speak to you.’* But to the one who had told
him this, Jesus replied, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my
brothers?’ And pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my
mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father
in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’
Here ends the reading.
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and ministry
of Jesus.

The Apostles' Creed
All say together

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People

An alternative Lord’s Prayer
Our loving God in heaven,
holy is your Name,

may your reign come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For all creation, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages
V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
The Collects

The Collect of the Day
Proper 25
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope,
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Most Holy God, whose servant Tabitha you raised from the dead to
display your power and confirm your message that your Son is our
Savior; grant unto us your grace, that aided by her prayers and
example, we may be given a new life in your Spirit to do works
pleasing in your sight; Through Jesus Christ your Son our Savior; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Together

A Collect for Guidance

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Together

For People Facing Uncertainty

God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and
soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we
move forward in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are
God, and we need you. Amen.

Together

For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont

Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we
give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time, and in
this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters, “to step
out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for the
experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented
by the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision,
and Efficiency (THRIVE). Bless their efforts as they rally and
shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts and
minds and for clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your
abundant and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and
guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working
in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All this,
we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Together

For dismantling racism
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many
instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance,
and celebrate the God-made wonder of every human being. Help
us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in our
own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our
baptismal covenant to “strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” Amen.

The Officiant says

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time.
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please

unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you
have completed your prayer, return the microphone to
mute. )
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, of boundless mercy,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world
by our Savior Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips,
but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ, our best vision,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon or Officiant
People

Let us bless God.
To God be thanks forever.

Concluding Sentences
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
Amen.
Commemoration
Tabitha, also known by her Greek name Dorcas, already had a
reputation for being a woman of good works and charity before

Peter arrived in Joppa to preach the Gospel. (Acts 9:36) The
Scriptures mention that many widows had benefitted from her
work making them clothes. Their desire to show Peter examples
was both a testament to her charity and perhaps also the level of
craftsmanship of which she made them. Perhaps due to the
reputation that the apostles had as wonder workers, when
Tabitha died her friends called for Peter to come see her. This
story is likely intended to recall the story of Jesus healing the
young girl in Luke 8:41–56 when Jesus performed a similar
miracle. This miracle of life performed for Tabitha through Peter
caused many in the town to believe in Jesus. It, like many
miracles recorded in Acts, was a confirmation that the message
was true and that the apostles did indeed speak for God. Beyond
the Scriptures themselves she is also mentioned by Basil of
Caesarea as an example of charity and good works. “A widow
who enjoys sufficiently robust health should spend her life in
works of zeal and solicitude, keeping in mind the words of the
Apostle and the example of Dorcas.”
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing
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