
  
A ministry and community of  prayer of 

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 
 
 

A few notes about today's service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of  the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself  
when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute 

it again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

MORNING PRAYER  
October 26, 2021 

  Tuesday of Ordinary Time, Proper 25 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Scholar and Social Reformer, 1902 



 

Opening Sentence       

 
The Officiant says the following 

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in 
truth. John 4:24 
 
 

Invitatory and Psalter       
 
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant  God’s bounty fills the earth:  
People   Come let us worship.  
         
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  



 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 
Officiant  God’s bounty fills the earth:  
People   Come let us worship. 
 
 
Psalm Appointed                         

Psalm 45 Eructavit cor meum 
1 My heart is stirring with a noble song; 
let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; * 
my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer. 
 
2 You are the fairest of men; * 
grace flows from your lips, 
because God has blest you for ever. 
 
3 Strap your sword upon your thigh, O mighty warrior, * 
in your pride and in your majesty. 
 
4 Ride out and conquer in the cause of truth * 
and for the sake of justice. 
 
5 Your right hand will show you marvelous things; * 



your arrows are very sharp, O mighty warrior. 
 
6 The peoples are falling at your feet, * 
and the king’s enemies are losing heart. 
 
7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever; * 
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your realm; 
you love righteousness and hate iniquity. 
 
8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you * 
with the oil of gladness above your companions. 
 
9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes and cassia, * 
and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad. 
 
10 The royal daughters stand among the ladies of the court; * 
on your right hand is the queen, 
adorned with the gold of Ophir. 
 
11 “Hear, O daughter, consider and listen closely; * 
forget your people and your parents’ house. 
 
12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 
you are committed to him, therefore do him honor. 
 
13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; * 
the rich among the people seek your favor.” 
 
14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 
her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
 
15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 



after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 
 
16 With joy and gladness they are brought * 
and enter into the palace of the king. 
 
17 “In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 
you shall make them princes over all the earth. 
 
18 I will make your name to be remembered 
from one generation to another, * 
therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever.” 
 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.   
 

 
The Lessons     

 
First Reading  
 
Reader:  A reading from The Book of Revelation 4:1-11 
After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And 
the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, 
said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what must take place 
after this.’ At once I was in the spirit, and there in heaven stood a 
throne, with one seated on the throne! And the one seated there 
looks like jasper and cornelian, and around the throne is a rainbow 
that looks like an emerald. Around the throne are twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed 
in white robes, with golden crowns on their heads. Coming from 



the throne are flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of 
thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven flaming torches, 
which are the seven spirits of God; and in front of the throne 
there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal. 
Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature 
like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living 
creature with a face like a human face, and the fourth living 
creature like a flying eagle. And the four living creatures, each of 
them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside. Day and 
night without ceasing they sing, 
‘Holy, holy, holy, 
the Lord God the Almighty, 
   who was and is and is to come.’ 
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks 
to the one who is seated on the throne, who lives for ever and 
ever, the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on 
the throne and worship the one who lives for ever and ever; they 
cast their crowns before the throne, singing, 
‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
   to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
   and by your will they existed and were created.’ 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 

 

read in unison Canticle B 
A Song of Pilgrimage Priusquam errarem  
Ecclesiasticus 51:13-16,20b-22  



Before I ventured forth, 
even while I was very young, *  
 I sought wisdom openly in my prayer. 
In the forecourts of the temple I asked for her, *  
 and I will seek her to the end.  
From first blossom to early fruit, *  
 she has been the delight of my heart.  
My foot has kept firmly to the true path, *  
 diligently from my youth have I pursued her.  
I inclined my ear a little and received her; *  
 I found for myself much wisdom  
 and became adept in her.  
To the one who gives me wisdom will I give glory, *  
 for I have resolved to live according to her way.  
From the beginning I gained courage from her, *  
 therefore I will not be forsaken.  
In my inmost being I have been stirred to seek her, *    
 therefore have I gained a good possession.  
As my reward  
the Almighty has given me the gift of language,*  
 and with it will I offer praise to God.  

 

 
The Gospel 

Reader  A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 13:1-9 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
lake. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower 
went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 



and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone 
with ears listen!’ 
 

Here ends the reading. 

A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and ministry 
of Jesus. 
 
The Apostles' Creed            

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  



 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers           
                 
Officiant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Suffrages  



V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Proper 25 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love 
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
O God, whose Spirit guides us into all truth and makes us free: 
Strengthen and sustain us as you did your servant Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. Give us vision and courage to stand against oppression and 
injustice and all that works against the glorious liberty to which you 
call all your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Together 
 



A Collect for Guidance 

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 

For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and 
soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we 
move forward in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are 
God, and we need you. Amen.   
 
Together 
For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont 
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we 
give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time, and in 
this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters, “to step 
out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for the 
experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented 
by the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision, 
and Efficiency (THRIVE). Bless their efforts as they rally and 
shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts and 
minds and for clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your 
abundant and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and 
guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working 
in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All this, 
we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 
 
Together 
For dismantling racism 
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask 
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many 
instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value 
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, 
and celebrate the God-made wonder of every human being. Help 
us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in our 
own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our 
baptismal covenant to “strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” Amen. 
 

The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please 
unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. When you 
have completed your prayer, return the microphone to 
mute.)  

 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 



Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving     
 
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir 
us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 



 
Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
     

Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
Born on November 12th, 1815 into an affluent, strict Calvinist 
family in Johnstown, New York, Elizabeth as a young woman, 
took seriously the Reformed doctrines of predestination and 
human depravity. She became very depressed, but resolved her 
mental crises through action. She dedicated her life to righting 
the wrongs perpetrated upon women by the church and society. 
She and four other women organized the first Women’s Rights 
Convention at Seneca Falls, New York, July 19th–20th, 1848. 
The event set her political and religious agenda for the next 50 
years. She held the church accountable for oppressing women by 
using Scripture to enforce the subordination of women in 
marriage and to prohibit them from ordained ministry. She held 



society accountable for denying women equal access to 
professional jobs, property ownership, the vote, and for granting 
less pay for the same work. In 1881, the Revised Version of the 
Bible was published by a committee which included no women 
scholars. Elizabeth founded her own committee of women to 
write a commentary on Scripture, and applying the Greek she 
learned as a child from her minister, focused on passages used to 
oppress and discriminate against women. Although Elizabeth 
blamed male clergy for women’s oppression, she attended Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Seneca Falls with her friend Amelia 
Bloomer. As a dissenting prophet, Elizabeth preached hundreds 
of homilies and political speeches in pulpits throughout the 
nation. She never lost her sense of humor, despite years of 
contending with opposition, even from friends. In a note to 
Susan B. Anthony, she said: “Do not feel depressed, my dear 
friend; what is good in us is immortal, and if the sore trials we 
have endured are sifting out pride and selfishness, we shall not 
have suffered in vain.”  Shortly before she died in New York 
City, on October 26th, 1902, she said: “My only regret is that I 
have not been braver and bolder and truer in the honest 
conviction of my soul.” 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
Book of  Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary, A New Zealand Prayer 
Book and The Inclusive Bible, For Times of  Transition - Joseph P. Shadle, For dismantling racism - 
Peggy Bonesteel and the prayer team of  St. James Episcopal Church, Essex Jct., VT 


