
  
A ministry and community of  prayer of 

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 
 

A few notes about today's service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of  the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself  
when you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute 

it again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 

MORNING PRAYER  
October 28, 2021 

Thursday of Ordinary Time, Proper 25 

St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles 



 

Opening Sentence       

 
The Officiant says the following 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy, “I dwell in the high and holy place and also with the 
one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble and to revive the heart of the contrite.” Isaiah 57:15 
 

Invitatory and Psalter       
 
Officiant O God, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant God ever reigns on high:  
People   Come let us worship.  
         
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  



In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 
Officiant God ever reigns on high:  
People   Come let us worship. 
 
 
Psalm Appointed                         

Psalm 50 Deus deorum 
1 The God of gods has spoken; * 
God has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
God is revealed in glory. 
 
3 O God, you will come and will not keep silence; * 
before you there is a consuming flame, 
and round about you a raging storm. 
 
4 You call the heavens and the earth from above * 
to witness the judgment of your people. 
 
5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, * 



those who have made a covenant with me 
and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of your cause, * 
for you alone are judge. 
 
7 “Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
O Israel, I will bear witness against you, * 
for I am God, your God. 
 
8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
your offerings are always before me. 
 
9 I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
nor he-goats out of your pens; 
 
10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 
the herds in their thousands upon the hills 
 
11 I know every bird in the sky, * 
and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 
 
12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
 
13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 
or drink the blood of goats? 
 
14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 
15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 



I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.” 
 
16 But to the wicked God says: * 
“Why do you recite my statutes 
and take my covenant upon your lips, 
 
17 Since you refuse discipline * 
and toss my words behind your back? 
 
18 When you see thieves, you make them your friends, * 
and you cast in your lot with adulterers. 
 
19 You have loosed your lips for evil * 
and harnessed your tongue to a lie. 
 
20 You are always speaking evil of your family * 
and slandering your own mother’s child. 
 
21 These things you have done, and I kept still, * 
and you thought that I am like you.” 
 
22 “I have made my accusation; * 
I have put my case in order before your eyes. 
 
23 Consider this well, you who forget God, * 
lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 
 
24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * 
but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of 
God.” 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   



 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Lessons 

First Reading   
 
Reader:  A reading from The Book of Revelation 5:11-6:11 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding 
the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered 
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full 
voice, 
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!’ 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might 
for ever and ever!’ 
And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell 
down and worshipped. 
Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, and I heard one 
of the four living creatures call out, as with a voice of thunder, 
‘Come!’ I looked, and there was a white horse! Its rider had a bow; 
a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering and to 
conquer. 
When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living 
creature call out, ‘Come!’ And out came another horse, bright red; 
its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people 
would slaughter one another; and he was given a great sword. 



When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature call 
out, ‘Come!’ I looked, and there was a black horse! Its rider held a 
pair of scales in his hand, and I heard what seemed to be a voice in 
the midst of the four living creatures saying, ‘A quart of wheat for 
a day’s pay, and three quarts of barley for a day’s pay, but do not 
damage the olive oil and the wine!’ 
When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 
living creature call out, ‘Come!’ I looked and there was a pale green 
horse! Its rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed with him; 
they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with 
sword, famine, and pestilence, and by the wild animals of the earth. 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slaughtered for the word of God and for the 
testimony they had given; they cried out with a loud voice, 
‘Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long will it be before you 
judge and avenge our blood on the inhabitants of the earth?’ They 
were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until 
the number would be complete both of their fellow-servants and 
of their brothers and sisters, who were soon to be killed as they 
themselves had been killed. 
 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
   
read in unison Canticle A 
A Song of Wisdom  Sapientia liberavit Wisdom 10:15-19,20b-21  
 
Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors *  



 a holy people and a blameless race.  
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, *  
 withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs. 
  
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, *  
 and led them by a marvelous way;  
She was their shelter by day *  
 and a blaze of stars by night.  
 
She brought them across the Red Sea, *  
 she led them through mighty waters;  
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves * 
 and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.  
 
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, *  
 and praised with one voice your protecting hand;  
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, * 
 and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.  
 
The Gospel 

Reader  A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 13:18-23 
‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on 
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such 
a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this 
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for 



what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 
 
Here ends the reading. 

A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and ministry 
of Jesus. 
 
The Apostles' Creed                

All say together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



The Prayers           
                  
Officiant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages  
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  



V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Proper 25 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love 
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
O God, we thank you for the glorious company of the apostles, and 
especially on this day for Simon and Jude; and we pray that, as they 
were faithful and zealous in their mission, so we may with ardent 
devotion make known the love and mercy of our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 

O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 

For People Facing Uncertainty 
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and 
soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we 
move forward in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the 



equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what 
cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are 
God, and we need you. Amen.   
 
Together 
For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont 
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we 
give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time, and in 
this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters, “to step 
out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for the 
experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented 
by the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision, 
and Efficiency (THRIVE). Bless their efforts as they rally and 
shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts and 
minds and for clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your 
abundant and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and 
guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working 
in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All this, 
we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
Together 
For dismantling racism 
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask 
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many 
instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value 
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, 
and celebrate the God-made wonder of every human being. Help 
us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in our 
own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our 
baptismal covenant to “strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” Amen. 



 
The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please 
unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. When you 
have completed your prayer, return the microphone to 
mute.)  

 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving               
 
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 



for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 

Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir 
us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 

Deacon or Officiant Let us bless God. 
People   To God be thanks forever. 
 
Concluding Sentences      

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 



generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
The only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one 
of the disciples, and that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes). John 
mentions Jude in his description of the Last Supper. The Epistle of 
Jude may be the work of the disciple Jude, who is the man 
mentioned by John as the brother of James the Greater. Tradition 
has consistently associated Simon and Jude as apostles to Persia. 
Some accounts state that they were martyrs, a tradition generally 
accepted by the Western Church. The Monology of Basil, 
however, says that Simon died a peaceful death at Edessa. Jude, 
who was surnamed Thaddeus, has been confused with another 
Thaddeus, who was also said to have died a quiet death, either in 
Beirut or Edessa. Whatever the facts, accounts conflict and reliable 
data is lacking. There are other scholarly questions about both 
men. One involves Simon’s appellation “Zelotes.” Whether in fact 
he had been a member before his conversion of one of the several 
factions called “Zealots,” or whether this title refers to his zeal for 
the Jewish law, is not known, but he has consistently been 
identified by it. Jude has long been regarded in popular devotion as 
the “patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the basis of this 
tradition is obscure. The Epistle of Jude concludes with this 
striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of 
his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25). 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources: 
Book of  Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary, A New Zealand Prayer 
Book and The Inclusive Bible, For Times of  Transition - Joseph P. Shadle, For dismantling racism - 
Peggy Bonesteel and the prayer team of  St. James Episcopal Church, Essex Jct., VT 


