Convention Worship Materials
November 4 and 6, 2021

Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
Convention Worship Materials
Opening Devotions
Thursday, November 4, 2021
Acknowledgement of the People of the Dawn for Indigenous Peoples Day
The Bishop offers the acknowledgement and others may join in as desired
“We acknowledge the traditional, ancestral, and unceded land of the Abenaki people on which we
are worshiping, praying, and celebrating today. We honor the Abenaki people who have been living
and working on this land from time immemorial. We recognize that colonialism and the oppression
of Native peoples is a current and ongoing process, and we commit to building our awareness of our
present participation. And so, we give thanks for those who have come before us, honoring the
legacy of Vermont’s Indigenous people, the Abenaki People of the Dawn. We are grateful for the
care and sharing of this land.”
– Excerpt from the liturgy of the 187th Diocesan Convention of The Episcopal Church in Vermont (October 26, 2019)

Lesson

Matthew 14:22-33

Lector

A reading from the Gospel according to Mark.

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart,
it is I; do not be afraid.’ Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on
the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

The Bishop offers prayer for our gathering ending with the following Collects
Collect of Discernment for the Future of the Diocese of Vermont
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we give thanks that you
call us to be your people in this time, and in this place. As you call us into deeper and
uncertain waters, “to step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for
the experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented by
THRIVE (Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vitality and Efficiency). Bless their
efforts as they rally and shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts
and minds, for clear vision, and never ending reliance on your abundant and creative
goodness. We pray for inspiration and guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that
your power working in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All
this, we pray, in Jesus name. Amen.
For a Church Convention
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present
with those who take counsel in the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont for the renewal
and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory.
Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the
grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Presider
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown
Lector
The Rev. Margaret Mathauer
Designated Responder
The Rev. Kim Hardy

Morning Prayer

Saturday, November 6, 2021
Prelude
Acknowledgement of the People of the Dawn for Indigenous Peoples Day
The Bishop offers the acknowledgement and others may join in as desired
“We acknowledge the traditional, ancestral, and unceded land of the Abenaki people on which we
are worshiping, praying, and celebrating today. We honor the Abenaki people who have been living
and working on this land from time immemorial. We recognize that colonialism and the oppression
of Native peoples is a current and ongoing process, and we commit to building our awareness of our
present participation. And so, we give thanks for those who have come before us, honoring the
legacy of Vermont’s Indigenous people, the Abenaki People of the Dawn. We are grateful for the
care and sharing of this land.”
– Excerpt from the liturgy of the 187th Diocesan Convention of The Episcopal Church in Vermont (October 26, 2019)

Hymn

Unraveled by uncertainty

Unraveled by uncertainty, the waters stir our doubt,
Though sea surrounds us on all sides, our faith is in a drought.
When storms arise and weather turns, our balance comes undone,
And right when we think all is lost, God’s work has just begun.
The boat was battered by the waves, the winds with fury blew.
What once was bad turned quickly worse, their dreadful panic grew.
But through the rain they saw a man who walked upon the waves.
They hoped that he would keep them safe from going to their graves.
“Take heart, my friends!” He yelled to them as thunder bashed their ears,
“Fret not, for I AM with you now, God’s stronger than your fears.”
Then Peter stepped out from the boat, and walked to reach his friend,
But soon distraction took its toll, he started to descend.
Then Jesus saw his friend’s distress and reached for Peter’s hand,
He held him in the savage storm, it ceased at his command.
Then Peter saw his faithful friend, his source of saving love,
He knelt in praise and worshiped God, for strength sent from above.

When doctors give the painful news, when memory starts to fade,
When bullets fly and children die, and trust has been betrayed,
Come, Jesus, save us from the depths and hold our hands secure,
When certainty seems but a dream, your steadfast love endure.
Text: Stephen M. Fearing; Tune: Kingsfold

Opening Sentence
Bishop

We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, calling upon your
Name and declaring all your wonderful deeds
-Psalm 75:1

Confession
Bishop
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Bishop and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Bishop alone says the following.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
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Said responsively with the designated responder leading the people’s responses
Bishop
People
All

O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.
And your glory all the day long.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Bishop
People

The Holy One is in our midst:
O come, let us worship.

Jubilate

Psalm 100

Said in unison with the Bishop leading
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, *
serve with gladness
and come before your presence with a song.
For we know that you are God; *
you yourself have made us, and we are yours;
we are your people and the sheep of your pasture.
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving,
go into your courts with praise, *
give thanks to you and call upon your Name.
For you are good;
your mercy is everlasting; *
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Glory to God, Source of all being, Incarnate Word, and Holy Spirit, *
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.
-St. Helena Breviary
Psalm 111
The Psalm is read in unison.
Alleluia!
I will give thanks to you, O God, with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are your deeds, O God; *
they are studied by all who delight in them.

Your work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and your righteousness endures for ever.
You make your marvelous works to be remembered; *
you are gracious and full of compassion.
You give food to those who fear you; *
you are ever mindful of your covenant.
You have shown your people the power of your works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.
The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all your commandments are sure.
They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.
You sent redemption to your people;
you commanded your covenant for ever; *
holy and awesome is your Name.
The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding;
God’s praise endures for ever.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God, *
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

-St. Helena Breviary

The Lessons
First Reading
Lector

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
A reading from Book of Nehemiah.

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel.
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the
seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law.
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the
Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their

hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the
ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was
the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’
For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them,
‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for
whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.’
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

A period of silence is kept.
Come and seek the ways of Wisdom

Voices Found 60

Second Reading

Ephesians 3:14-21

Lector

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit,
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.
Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?

Lift Every Voice and Sing II 182

Words: Traditional
Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from The Haywood Collection of Negro Spirituals,
Copyright © 1992

Gospel

Matthew 14:22-33

Deacon

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart,
it is I; do not be afraid.’ Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on
the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
Deacon
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown

The Apostles’ Creed
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Bishop and People together with Bishop leading
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Bishop
People
Bishop

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages
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The Suffrages are said responsively.
V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
Collects
For a Church Convention
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present
with those who take counsel in the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont for the renewal
and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory.
Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the
grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
A Collect for Saturdays
Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works and
sanctified a day of rest for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly
anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of your sanctuary, and that our rest
here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal rest promised to your people in
heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you
so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of
our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect of Discernment for the Future of the Diocese of Vermont
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we give thanks that you
call us to be your people in this time, and in this place. As you call us into deeper and
uncertain waters, “to step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for
the experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented by
THRIVE (Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vitality and Efficiency). Bless their
efforts as they rally and shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts
and minds, for clear vision, and never ending reliance on your abundant and creative
goodness. We pray for inspiration and guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that
your power working in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All
this, we pray, in Jesus name. Amen.
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people
is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hymn

God, who stretched the spangled heavens

Hymnal 1982 580 (vs. 1,3,4)

Intercessions and Thanksgivings
The Intercessor leads the prayers
We remember all in our diocese: clergy and lay persons, parishes and institutions and
in communion with the wider church offer thanksgiving for our common life.
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving.
The Intercessor leaves time for online worshippers to offer their prayers aloud. If you would like to
offer a prayer, please unmute and then mute again.
We pray for those who are sick or have asked for our prayers.
I invite your prayers of intercession.
The Intercessor leaves time for online worshippers to offer their prayers aloud. If you would like to
offer a prayer, please unmute and then mute again.
We pray for those who have died, especially remembering those who have died of the
coronavirus this past year, for those who died of violence and natural disasters, for
those who have died of suicide.
I invite your prayers for those who have died.
The Intercessor leaves time for online worshippers to offer their prayers aloud. If you would like to
offer a prayer, please unmute and then mute again.
The Intercessor offers a prayer for troubled regions of our world:
We pray for troubled regions of our world where violence, war, and other disasters
disrupt and diminish daily life, and especially for those coming to our shores seeking
refuge. May we provide a hospitable welcome.
The Bishop concludes the intercessions with the following Collect
A Collect of Dedication
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir us with your Holy
Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
The Bishop and People say together
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Dismissal
A Deacon says
Deacon
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Concluding Sentence
The Bishop says
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
-Ephesians 3:20,21

Officiant and Preacher
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown
Lectors
Nanci Gordon
Eric Davis
Deacon
Jonathan Ross
Intercessor
The Rev. Mary Heller Taggart
Designated Responder
Ann Cooper
Musicians
Michael Hartigan, Music Director, Trinity Church, Shelburne
The Rev. Kim Hardy, St. James Church, Essex Junction

Sending Rite

Saturday, November 6, 2021
Prayers
Bishop
People
Bishop

God be with you
And also with you
Let us pray.

A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the Sovereign eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns
the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give
you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
-St. Helena Breviary
Collect of Discernment for the Future of the Diocese of Vermont
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we give thanks that you
call us to be your people in this time, and in this place. As you call us into deeper and
uncertain waters, “to step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for
the experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented by
THRIVE (Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vitality and Efficiency). Bless their
efforts as they rally and shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts
and minds, for clear vision, and never ending reliance on your abundant and creative
goodness. We pray for inspiration and guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that
your power working in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All
this, we pray, in Jesus name. Amen.
A Collect for Guidance
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and | have our being: We
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
-St. Helena Breviary

Bishop
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving for our life together and for new opportunities in
our diocese and parishes.
Time is allowed for online worshippers to offer their prayers. If you would like to offer a prayer, please unmute and
then mute again.

Bishop
I invite your prayers of intention for our diocese and parishes going forward form this
convention.
Time is allowed for online worshippers to offer their prayers. If you would like to offer a prayer, please unmute and
then mute again.

Renewal of Baptismal Vows
The Bishop says
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into
his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you to renew the solemn
promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his
works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.
Bishop
People

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and
renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.

Bishop
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Bishop
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Bishop

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good
News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
your neighbor as yourself
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
The Bishop offers a blessing
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and
loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may the blessing of
God, Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding Spirit, be upon you for
evermore. Amen.

Hymn

You’re called by name, forever loved

Wonder, Love, and Praise 766

Words: Rosalind Brown (b. 1953)
Music: Sara H., Kevin R. Hackett (b. 1956)
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Presider
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown
Designated Responder
Maggie Thompson
Musicians
Michael Hartigan, Music Director, Trinity Church, Shelburne
The Rev. Kim Hardy, St. James Church, Essex Junction

Music in these services used with permission under OneLicense E-804434

