A ministry and community of prayer of
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
A few notes about tonight's service.

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it
again when you have completed your prayer.

MORNING PRAYER
December 3, 2021

Friday, the First Week of Advent
Francis Xavier, Missionary to the Far East, 1552

Opening Sentence
The Officiant says the following

Look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near. Luke 21.28
Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O God, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant Reveal among us the light of your presence
People that we may behold your power and glory.
All

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant Alleluia, our God and Savior now draws near:
People O come, let us adore him, alleluia.
Said in unison Jubilate Psalm 100
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, *

serve with gladness
and come before your presence with a song.

For we know that you are God; *
you yourself have made us, and we are yours;

we are your people and the sheep of your pasture.
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving,
go into your courts with praise, *
give thanks to you and call upon your Name.
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; *
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Officiant Alleluia, our God and Savior now draws near:
People O come, let us adore him, alleluia.

Psalms Appointed
read in unison Psalms 16 and 17
Psalm 16 Conserva me, Domine
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
I have said to the Holy One, “You are my God,
my good above all other.”

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
5 O God, you are my portion and my cup; *

it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless you, O God, who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set you always before me; *
because you are at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Psalm 17 Exaudi, Domine
1 Hear my plea of innocence, O God;
give heed to my cry; *
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
let your eyes be fixed on justice.
3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *

melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.

4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; *
I have heeded the words of your lips.

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *
in your paths my feet shall not stumble.

6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
incline your ear to me and hear my words.

7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise up against them.
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; *
hide me under the shadow of your wings,

9 From the wicked who assault me, *
from my deadly enemies who surround me.
10 They have closed their heart to pity, *
and their mouth speaks proud things.

11 They press me hard,
now they surround me, *
watching how they may cast me to the ground,
12 Like a lion, greedy for its prey, *
and like a young lion lurking in secret places.

13 Arise, O God; confront them and bring them down; *
deliver me from the wicked by your sword.

14 Deliver me, O God, by your hand *
from those whose portion in life is this world;

15 Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, *
who are well supplied with children
and leave their wealth to their little ones.

16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; *
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

First Reading
Reader A reading from The Prophet Amos 5:1-17
Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O
house of Israel:
Fallen, no more to rise,
is maiden Israel;
forsaken on her land,
with no one to raise her up.

For thus says the Lord God:

The city that marched out a thousand
shall have a hundred left,
and that which marched out a hundred
shall have ten left.

For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel:
Seek me and live;
but do not seek Bethel,
and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beer-sheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.

Seek the Lord and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

The one who made the Pleiades and Orion,
and turns deep darkness into the morning,
and darkens the day into night,
who calls for the waters of the sea,
and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
the Lord is his name,
who makes destruction flash out against the strong,
so that destruction comes upon the fortress.
They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.

Therefore, because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.
Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord:
In all the squares there shall be wailing;
and in all the streets they shall say, ‘Alas! alas!’
They shall call the farmers to mourning,
and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing;
in all the vineyards there shall be wailing,
for I will pass through the midst of you,
says the Lord.

Here ends the reading.

read in unison Canticle D
A Song of the Wilderness Isaiah 35:1-7,10

Refrain Lift up your voice with strength,
O herald of good tidings.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, *
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
It shall blossom abundantly, *
and rejoice with joy and singing.
They shall see the glory of the Savior, *
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weary hands, *
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! *
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, *
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, *
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *
and streams in the desert;
The burning sand shall become a pool *
and the thirsty ground, springs of water.
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *

with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, *
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.
Refrain Lift up your voice with strength,
O herald of good tidings.
The Gospel

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 22:1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell
those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another
to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated
them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but
those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main
streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and

gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a
man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said
to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the
attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’
Here ends the reading.

A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the
teachings and ministry of Jesus.
An Affirmation of Faith
Officiant We say together in faith

Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God almighty,
who was, and is, and is to come.
We believe in God, who created all things:
for by God's will they were created
and have their being.
We believe in God the Son,
who was slain:
for with his blood,

he purchased us for God,
from every tribe and language,
from every people and nation.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit:
the Spirit and the Bride say,‘Come!’
Even so come, Lord Jesus!
Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant Awaiting his coming in glory,
as our Savior taught us, so we pray

Our loving God in heaven,
holy is your Name,
may your reign come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For all creation, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages

V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
The Collects

The Collect of the Day
Advent 1

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
God of all nations, Raise up in this and every land,
evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, that like your
servant Francis Xavier we may proclaim the unsearchable
riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Together
A Collect for Guidance
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move
and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Together
For People Facing Uncertainty
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us
all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make
us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to
endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen.
Together
For discernment for the future of the Diocese of
Vermont
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery,
we give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time,
and in this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain
waters, “to step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we
give thanks for the experience, gifts and skills of our

diocesan household, represented by the Task Force for Hope,
Revitalization, Innovation, Vision, and Efficiency (THRIVE).
Bless their efforts as they rally and shepherd us in our
common work. We pray for open hearts and minds and for
clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your abundant
and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and guidance
from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working in
us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All
this, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Together
For dismantling racism
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we
ask wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the
many instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us
to value differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical
appearance, and celebrate the God-made wonder of every
human being. Help us to be vigilant, working against racial
and social injustice in our own hearts and in the world
around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to
“strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect
the dignity of every human being.” Amen.
The Officiant says
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this
time.
(During the silence people may add their own

prayers. Please unmute yourself to share your prayer
aloud. When you have completed your prayer, return
the microphone to mute.)
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve
you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving

The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, of boundless mercy,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world
by our Savior Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips,
but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ, our best vision,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Together A Collect of Dedication
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once
again we offer ourselves to you. May the light of your
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now
and for ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon Let us bless God.
People To God be thanks forever.

Concluding Sentences
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from
generation to generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.

Commemoration
Francis Xavier was one of the great missionaries of the
church. Born in Spain in 1506, he studied locally before
taking up university studies in Paris in 1526, receiving a
master’s degree in 1530. While in Paris he met Ignatius
Loyola and, with a small group of companions, they bound
themselves together for the service of God on August 15th,
1534, the beginning of what would later become the Society
of Jesus, or the Jesuits. After further theological study,
Francis and Ignatius were ordained together in 1537.
Francis went to India as the nuncio to the east for King John
III of Portugal, arriving at Goa on the western coast in 1542.
He later moved south and traveled as well to Sri Lanka and
the Molucca Islands, now Indonesia. For seven years, he
labored among the people there, winning many converts to
the faith, baptizing, teaching, and trying to ease the suffering
of the people. His efforts were not always well received. New
Christians were often abused and enslaved and sometimes
killed. In 1549, Francis moved on to the southern region of
Japan and immediately set about learning the language and
preparing a catechism to support his missionary efforts. In
time, he moved north to the imperial capital, Kyoto, and
made an effort to see the Mikado, the Japanese emperor.
Civil strife and localized resistance made Francis’ Japanese
efforts difficult, but he came away from the experience with
a deep sense of respect for the people and their culture. After
returning to India 1551, Francis was appointed the Jesuit
Provincial for India, but he was not satisfied only to maintain
the work already begun. He immediately set out for China, at
the time closed to foreigners, in hopes of launching new

missionary efforts there. He set up camp near the mouth of
the Canton River in August 1552, hoping to secure passage
into the country. Later that year he took ill and died, at age
forty-six, on December 3rd, 1552. His remains were later
transferred back to Goa, India.
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing
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