A ministry and community of prayer of
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
A few notes about today's service.

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory
portions of the service.
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we can
read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching.
MORNING PRAYER

November 27, 2021
Saturday of Ordinary Time, Proper 29

Opening Sentence
The Officiant says the following

Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous person is powerful
in what it can achieve. James 5:16
Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant O God, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant God is the Source to whom all things return:
People
Come let us worship.
read in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *
and raise a loud shout with psalms.
For you, O God, are a great God; *
you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are yours also.

The sea is yours, for you made it, *
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *
and kneel before God, our Maker,
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and
the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Officiant God is the Source to whom all things return:
People Come let us worship.
Psalms Appointed

Psalms 137:1-6 and Psalm 144
Psalm 137:1-6 Super flumina

1 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, *
when we remembered you, O Zion.
2 As for our harps, we hung them up *
on the trees in the midst of that land.
3 For those who led us away captive asked us for a song,
and our oppressors called for mirth: *
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
4 How shall we sing God’s holy song *
upon a foreign soil?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, *
let my right hand forget its skill.

6 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth
if I do not remember you, *
if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.
Psalm 144 Benedictus Dominus
1 Blessed be my God, my rock, *
who trains my hands to fight and my fingers to battle;
2 My help and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, *
my shield in whom I trust,
who subdues the peoples under me.
3 O God, what are we that you should care for us, *
mere mortals that you should think of us?
4 We are like a puff of wind; *
our days are like a passing shadow.
5 Bow your heavens, O God, and come down; *
touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.
6 Hurl the lightning and scatter them; *
shoot out your arrows and rout them.
7 Stretch out your hand from on high; *
rescue me and deliver me from the great waters,
from the hand of foreign peoples,
8 Whose mouths speak deceitfully *
and whose right hand is raised in falsehood.

9 O God, I will sing to you a new song; *
I will play to you on a ten-stringed lyre.
10 You give victory to rulers *
and have rescued David your servant.
11 Rescue me from the hurtful sword *
and deliver me from the hand of foreign peoples,
12 Whose mouths speak deceitfully *
and whose right hand is raised in falsehood.
13 May our sons be like plants well nurtured from their youth, *
and our daughters like sculptured corners of a palace.
14 May our barns be filled to overflowing with all manner of
crops; *
may the flocks in our pastures increase by thousands and tens of
thousands;
may our cattle be fat and sleek.
15 May there be no breaching of the walls, no going into exile, *
no wailing in the public squares.
16 Happy are the people of whom this is so; *
happy are the people who worship God!
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
First Reading
Reader: A reading from First Letter of Peter 4:7-19
The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline
yourselves for the sake of your prayers. Above all, maintain
constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.
Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good
stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with
whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do
so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must
do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be
glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory
and the power forever and ever. Amen.
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place
among you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his
glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is
resting on you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a
criminal, or even as a mischief maker. Yet if any of you suffers as a
Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because
you bear this name. For the time has come for judgment to begin
with the household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the
end for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And
“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinners?”

Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will
entrust themselves to a faithful Creator, while continuing to do
good.

Here ends the reading.
read in unison Canticle N A Song of God’s Love 1 John 4:7-11

Beloved, let us love one another, *
for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven. Beloved,
since God loved us so much, *
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *
and God’s love will be perfected in us.

The Gospel

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 20:29-34
As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. There
were two blind men sitting by the roadside. When they heard that
Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son
of David!” The crowd sternly ordered them to be quiet; but they

shouted even more loudly, “Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of
David!” Jesus stood still and called them, saying, “What do you
want me to do for you?” They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be
opened.” Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes.
Immediately they regained their sight and followed him.
Here ends the reading.
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and
ministry of Jesus.

The Apostles' Creed
All say together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant God be with you.
PeopleAnd also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
Officiant and People

An alternative Lord’s Prayer
Our loving God in heaven,
holy is your Name,
may your reign come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For all creation, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance;

R. govern and uphold us now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you
R. we praise your name forever.
V. O God, keep us without sin today;
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.
V. Show us your love and mercy;
R. for we put our trust in you.
V. In you, O God, is our hope;
R. and we shall never hope in vain.
The Collects
The Collect of the Day
Proper 29
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in
your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully
grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be
freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Together
A Collect for Guidance
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and have
our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your
Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not
forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Together
For People Facing Uncertainty
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and
soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we wait
in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the equal of whatever
lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what cannot be avoided, for
your will is health and wholeness; you are God, and we need you.
Amen.
Together

For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we
give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time, and in
this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters, “to step
out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for the
experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household, represented
by the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision,
and Efficiency (THRIVE). Bless their efforts as they rally and
shepherd us in our common work. We pray for open hearts and
minds and for clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your
abundant and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and
guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working
in us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All this,
we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Together

For dismantling racism

Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many instances
of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value differences in
culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, and celebrate the
God-made wonder of every human being. Help us to be vigilant,
working against racial and social injustice in our own hearts and in the
world around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to
“strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being.” Amen.
The Officiant says
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this time.

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please

unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have
completed your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications
and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly
serve you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving

The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, of boundless mercy,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world
by our Savior Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips,
but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our best vision,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Together A Collect of Dedication

Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir
us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon or Officiant

Let us bless God.

People

To God be thanks forever.

Concluding Sentences
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
Amen.
Liturgy created with the following resources:
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary, A New Zealand Prayer
Book and The Inclusive Bible, For Times of Transition - Joseph P. Shadle, For dismantling racism Peggy Bonesteel and the prayer team of St. James Episcopal Church, Essex Jct., VT

