A ministry and community of prayer of
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
A few notes about tonight's service.
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it
again when you have completed your prayer.

MORNING PRAYER
November 29, 2021
Monday, the First Week of Advent

Opening Sentence
The Officiant says the following

Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those
who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding
banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as
he comes and knocks. Luke 12.35-36
Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O God, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant Reveal among us the light of your presence
People that we may behold your power and glory.
All

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant Alleluia, our God and Savior now draws near:
People O come, let us adore him, alleluia.
Said in unison Jubilate Psalm 100
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, *
serve with gladness
and come before your presence with a song.

For we know that you are God; *
you yourself have made us, and we are yours;
we are your people and the sheep of your pasture.
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving,
go into your courts with praise, *
give thanks to you and call upon your Name.
For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; *
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Officiant Alleluia, our God and Savior now draws near:
People O come, let us adore him, alleluia.
Psalms Appointed
read in unison Psalms 1, 2, and 3
Psalm 1 Beatus vir qui non abiit
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the
wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Holy One, *
and they meditate on that law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when
judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous;
6 For the Holy One knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
Psalm 2 Quare fremuerunt gentes?
1 Why are the nations in an uproar; *
why do the peoples mutter empty threats?
2 Why do the mighty of the earth rise up in revolt
and the rulers plot together, *
against God and against God’s Anointed?
3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; *
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”
4 You whose throne is in heaven are laughing; *
you have them in derision.

5 Then you speak to them in your wrath, *
and your rage fills them with terror.
6 “I myself have set my monarch *
upon my holy hill of Zion.”
7 Let me announce the decree of God, *

who has said to me, “You are my Son;
this day have I begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your
inheritance *
and the ends of the earth for your possession.

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *
and shatter them like a piece of pottery
10 And now, you monarchs, be wise; *
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
11 Submit to God with fear, *
and with trembling bow before the Most High,
12 Lest God be angry and you perish, *
for divine wrath is quickly kindled.
13 Happy are they all *
who take refuge in God!
Psalm 3 Domine, quid multiplicati
1 O God, how many adversaries I have; *
how many there are who rise up against me!
2 How many there are who say of me, *
there is no help for me in my God.
3 But you, O God, are a shield about me; *

you are my glory, the one who lifts up my head.
4 I call aloud to you, O God, *
and you answer me from your holy hill;
5 I lie down and go to sleep; *
I wake again, because you sustain me.
6 I do not fear the multitudes of people *
who set themselves against me all around.
7 Rise up, O God; set me free, O my God; *
surely, you will strike all my enemies across the face;
you will break the teeth of the wicked.

8 Deliverance belongs to you, O Most High. *
Your blessing be upon your people!
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
First Reading
Reader A reading from The Prophet Amos 2:6-16
Thus says the Lord:
For three transgressions of Israel,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment;
because they sell the righteous for silver,

and the needy for a pair of sandals—
they who trample the head of the poor into the dust of
the earth,
and push the afflicted out of the way;
father and son go in to the same girl,
so that my holy name is profaned;
they lay themselves down beside every altar
on garments taken in pledge;
and in the house of their God they drink
wine bought with fines they imposed.
Yet I destroyed the Amorite before them,
whose height was like the height of cedars,
and who was as strong as oaks;
I destroyed his fruit above,
and his roots beneath.
Also I brought you up out of the land of Egypt,
and led you for forty years in the wilderness,
to possess the land of the Amorite.
And I raised up some of your children to be prophets
and some of your youths to be nazirites.
Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel?
says the Lord.
But you made the nazirites drink wine,
and commanded the prophets,
saying, ‘You shall not prophesy.’
So, I will press you down in your place,
just as a cart presses down

when it is full of sheaves.
Flight shall perish from the swift,
and the strong shall not retain their strength,
nor shall the mighty save their lives;
those who handle the bow shall not stand,
and those who are swift of foot shall not save themselves,
nor shall those who ride horses save their lives;
and those who are stout of heart among the mighty
shall flee away naked on that day,
says the Lord.

Here ends the reading.
read in unison Canticle D
A Song of the Wilderness Isaiah 35:1-7,10
Refrain Lift up your voice with strength,
O herald of good tidings.
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, *
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
It shall blossom abundantly, *
and rejoice with joy and singing.
They shall see the glory of God, *
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weary hands, *
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! *

Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, *
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, *
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *
and streams in the desert;
The burning sand shall become a pool *
and the thirsty ground, springs of water.
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *
with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, *
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.
Refrain Lift up your voice with strength,
O herald of good tidings.
The Gospel
Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 21:1-11
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with
her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says
anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he

will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what
had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on
them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of
him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil,
asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’
Here ends the reading.
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the
teachings and ministry of Jesus.
An Affirmation of Faith
Officiant We say together in faith

Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God almighty,
who was, and is, and is to come.
We believe in God, who created all things:
for by God's will they were created
and have their being.
We believe in God the Son,
who was slain:
for with his blood,
he purchased us for God,
from every tribe and language,
from every people and nation.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit:
the Spirit and the Bride say,‘Come!’
Even so come, Lord Jesus!
Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant Awaiting his coming in glory,
as our Savior taught us, so we pray
Our loving God in heaven,
holy is your Name,
may your reign come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For all creation, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages

V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
The Collects
The Collect of the Day
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the

dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
Together
A Collect for Guidance
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move
and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Together
For People Facing Uncertainty
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us
all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make
us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to
endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and
wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen.
Together
For discernment for the future of the Diocese of
Vermont
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery,
we give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time,
and in this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain

waters, “to step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we
give thanks for the experience, gifts and skills of our
diocesan household, represented by the Task Force for Hope,
Revitalization, Innovation, Vision, and Efficiency (THRIVE).
Bless their efforts as they rally and shepherd us in our
common work. We pray for open hearts and minds and for
clear vision, and never-ending reliance on your abundant
and creative goodness. We pray for inspiration and guidance
from your Holy Spirit, knowing that your power working in
us can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine. All
this, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Together
For dismantling racism
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we
ask wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the
many instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us
to value differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical
appearance, and celebrate the God-made wonder of every
human being. Help us to be vigilant, working against racial
and social injustice in our own hearts and in the world
around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to
“strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect
the dignity of every human being.” Amen.

The Officiant says
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this

time.
(During the silence people may add their own
prayers. Please unmute yourself to share your prayer
aloud. When you have completed your prayer, return
the microphone to mute.)

The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve
you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, of boundless mercy,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world
by our Savior Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts
we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips,
but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ, our best vision,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Together A Collect of Dedication
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once
again we offer ourselves to you. May the light of your
presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now
and for ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon Let us bless God.
People To God be thanks forever.
Concluding Sentences
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from
generation to generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.
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