A ministry and community of prayer of
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
A few notes about today's service.
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it
again when you have completed your prayer.

MORNING PRAYER

Friday, January 14, 2022
The Season of Epiphany
Richard Meux Benson, Priest, 1915
Charles Gore, Bishop, 1932

Opening Sentence
The Officiant says the following
From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall
be great among the nations, and in every place incense
shall be offered to my Name, and a pure offering; for
my Name shall be great among the nations, says the
Lord of hosts. Malachi 1:11
Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O God, open our lips.
People
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant You laid the foundation of the earth
People
and the heavens are the work of your hands.
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:
People
O come, let us adore him, alleluia.

Said in unison Jubilate Psalm 100
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, *
serve with gladness
and come before your presence with a song.

For we know that you are God; *
you yourself have made us, and we are yours;
we are your people and the sheep of your pasture.

We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving,
go into your courts with praise, *
give thanks to you and call upon your Name.

For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; *
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Officiant Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:
People
O come, let us adore him, alleluia.

Psalms Appointed
read in unison Psalms 16 and 17
Psalm 16 Conserva me, Domine
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
I have said to the Holy One, “You are my God,
my good above all other.”

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.

3 But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5 O God, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless you, O God, who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set you always before me; *
because you are at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Psalm 17 Exaudi, Domine
1 Hear my plea of innocence, O God;
give heed to my cry; *
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.

2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
let your eyes be fixed on justice.

3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.

4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; *
I have heeded the words of your lips.

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *
in your paths my feet shall not stumble.

6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
incline your ear to me and hear my words.

7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise up against them.

8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; *
hide me under the shadow of your wings,

9 From the wicked who assault me, *
from my deadly enemies who surround me.

10 They have closed their heart to pity, *
and their mouth speaks proud things.

11 They press me hard,
now they surround me, *
watching how they may cast me to the ground,

12 Like a lion, greedy for its prey, *
and like a young lion lurking in secret places.

13 Arise, O God; confront them and bring them down; *
deliver me from the wicked by your sword.

14 Deliver me, O God, by your hand *
from those whose portion in life is this world;

15 Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, *
who are well supplied with children

and leave their wealth to their little ones.

16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; *
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
First Reading
Reader A reading from The Book of Genesis 6:1-8
When people began to multiply on the face of the ground, and
daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that they
were fair; and they took wives for themselves of all that they
chose. Then the Lord said, ‘My spirit shall not abide in mortals
for ever, for they are flesh; their days shall be one hundred and
twenty years.’ The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—
and also afterwards—when the sons of God went in to the
daughters of humans, who bore children to them. These were
the heroes that were of old, warriors of renown.
The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in
the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their
hearts was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that he
had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his
heart. So the Lord said, ‘I will blot out from the earth the human
beings I have created—people together with animals and
creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have
made them.’ But Noah found favor in the sight of the Lord.

Here ends the reading.

read in unison Canticle 26
A Song of God’s Chosen One Isaiah 11:1-9
Refrain:
All The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God..

Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse;
from Jesse's roots, a branch will blossom:
The Spirit of God will rest on you-a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a spirit of counsel and strength,
a spirit of knowledge and reverence for God.
You will delight in obeying God,
and you won't judge by appearances,
or make decisions by hearsay.
You will treat poor people with fairness
and will uphold the rights of the land's
downtrodden.
With a single word you will strike down tyrants;
with your decrees you will execute evil people.
Justice will be the belt around this your waistfaithfulness will gird you up.
Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat;
the calf and the lion cub will graze together,
and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear;
their young will lie down together.
The lion will eat hay like the ox.
The baby will play next to the den of the cobra,
and the toddler will dance over the viper's nest.

There will be no harm, no destruction
anywhere in my holy mountain;
for as water fills the sea,
so the land will be filled with knowledge of God.

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Refrain:
All The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God..

The Gospel
Reader: A reading from the Gospel of John 2:1-12
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been
invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of
Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has
not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he
tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they
filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not
know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn
the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to
him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the
good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana
of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in
him.

After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his
brothers, and his disciples; and they remained there for a few
days.
Here ends the reading.

A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the
teachings and ministry of Jesus.
The Apostle’s Creed
The Officiant and People say together

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers

Officiant Believing the promises of God, as our Savior taught
us, we pray
Officiant and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer

Our loving God in heaven,
holy is your Name,
may your reign come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For all creation, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages
V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

The Collects
The Collect of the Day
God in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the
Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as
Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Gracious God, who kindled in your servants Richard Meux
Benson and Charles Gore the grace to lead a revival of monastic
life: grant us also the resolve to serve you faithfully in
contemplation and prayer, ministering to the world that you
have made, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.
Together
A Collect for Guidance
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Together
For People Facing Uncertainty
God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as
we wait in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the
equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what

cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you
are God, and we need you. Amen.

Together
For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery, we
give thanks that you call us to be your people in this time, and in
this place. As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters, “to
step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,” we give thanks for
the experience, gifts and skills of our diocesan household,
represented by the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization,
Innovation, Vision, and Efficiency (THRIVE). Bless their efforts
as they rally and shepherd us in our common work. We pray for
open hearts and minds and for clear vision, and never-ending
reliance on your abundant and creative goodness. We pray for
inspiration and guidance from your Holy Spirit, knowing that
your power working in us can accomplish far more than we can
ask or imagine. All this, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Together
For dismantling racism
Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask
wisdom, help, and guidance as we work to counter the many
instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance,
and celebrate the God-made wonder of every human being. Help
us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in
our own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live
into our baptismal covenant to “strive for justice and peace
among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.”
Amen.

The Officiant says
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this
time.

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please
unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have
completed your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission

A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
The Officiant and People say together
Almighty God, of boundless mercy,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world
by our Savior Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts

we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips,
but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ, our best vision,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Together A Collect of Dedication
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once again
we offer ourselves to you. May the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon Let us bless God.
People To God be thanks forever.

The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
Amen.

Commemoration
Richard Meux Benson and Charles Gore are remembered for
their role in the revival of Anglican monasticism in the
nineteenth century. Richard Meux Benson was born in London
in 1824. He was educated at home until he went to Christ
Church, Oxford, where he studied under Edward Bouverie
Pusey. He was subsequently ordained as a priest and served as
vicar of the village of Cowley, not far from Oxford. In 1858 Fr.
Benson conducted the first of many silent retreats for priests for
which he later became well-known. Also around this time, he
established a church dedicated to St. John the Evangelist in
Cowley, and made plans to travel to India to gather a community
of missionaries to live with him in poverty. His bishop, however,
urged him to stay in England, where the Oxford Movement was
spreading. At this time, although there were Anglican monastic
communities for women, there were no communities for men.
With the support of other High Churchmen, in 1865 Fr. Benson,
with Fr. S.W. O’Neill, established a community that was both
contemplative and externally focused, which they called the
Mission Priests of St. John the Evangelist. It was the first
religious order of monks in the Church of England since the
Reformation. Fr. Benson was named Superior, and as such,
developed the Society’s Rule of Life and Constitution. The
brothers recited the Daily Office together, were urged to spend
at least an hour in contemplation, and continued their priestly
ministry outside the monastery. In the late 1800s the Society
spread to the United States, India and South Africa. Fr. Benson
himself visited the community in Boston and remained there for
a number of years before returning to England, where he died in
1915. Charles Gore was born in 1853 in Wimbledon and was
educated mainly at Oxford. He was ordained in 1876 and served
in positions at Cuddesdon and Pusey House, Oxford, both of

which were focused upon theological education and the
formation of clergy. While at 70 Pusey House, Gore founded the
Community of the Resurrection, a community for men that
sought to combine the rich traditions of the religious life with a
lively concern for the demands of ministry in the modern world.
Gore, a prolific writer and noted theologian, was a principal
progenitor of liberal Anglo-Catholicism in late nineteenth and
early twentieth century Anglicanism. He was concerned to make
available the critical scholarship of the age available to the
church, particularly with respect to the Bible. A second but no
less important concern was to prick the conscience of the
church and plead for its engagement in the work of social justice
for all. Between 1902 and 1919, Gore served successively as
bishop of the dioceses of Worcester, Birmingham, and Oxford,
seamlessly uniting his vocations of bishop, monastic, and
theologian. He died in 1932.

—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing
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