
 
 

A ministry and community of  prayer of   
The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

 
Welcome to Morning Prayer  

 
A few notes about today’s service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 

you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 
again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 

can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
Saturday, May 21, 2022 

Easter Season 
Lydia of Thyatira 



  
 
Opening Sentence  
      
The Officiant says the following 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have died. For since death came through a human 
being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
human being. 

1 Corinthians 15.20,21 
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  



The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Chr 
ist is risen indeed: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalms Appointed                         
read in unison Psalms 75 and 76 
Psalm 75 Confitebimur tibi 
1 We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, * 
calling upon your Name and declaring all your wonderful deeds. 
 
2 “I will appoint a time,” says God; * 
“I will judge with equity. 
 
3 Though the earth and all its inhabitants are quaking, * 
I will make its pillars fast. 
 
4 I will say to the boasters, ‘Boast no more,’ * 
and to the wicked, ‘Do not toss your horns; 
 
5 Do not toss your horns so high, * 
nor speak with a proud neck.’ 



 
6 For judgment is neither from the east nor from the west, * 
nor yet from the wilderness or the mountains.” 
 
7 You are judge, O God; * 
you put down one and lift up another. 
 
8 For in your hand there is a cup, 
full of spiced and foaming wine, which you pour out, * 
and all the wicked of the earth shall drink and drain the dregs. 
 
9 But I will rejoice for ever; * 
I will sing praises to you, O God of Jacob. 
 
10 For you will break off all the horns of the wicked; * 
but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted. 
 
Psalm 76 Notus in Judæa 
1 In Judah you are known, O God; * 
your Name is great in Israel. 
 
2 At Salem is your tabernacle, * 
and your dwelling is in Zion. 
 
3 There you broke the flashing arrows, * 
the shield, the sword, and the weapons of battle. 
 
4 How glorious you are, * 
more splendid than the everlasting mountains! 
 
5 The strong of heart have been despoiled; 
they sink into sleep; * 



none of the warriors can lift a hand. 
 
6 At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, * 
both horse and rider lie stunned. 
 
7 What terror you inspire; * 
who can stand before you when you are angry? 
 
8 From heaven you pronounced judgment; * 
the earth was afraid and was still, 
 
9 When God rose up to judgment * 
and to save all the oppressed of the earth. 
 
10 Truly, wrathful Edom will give you thanks, * 
and the remnant of Hamath will keep your feasts. 
 
11 Make a vow to your God and keep it; * 
let the nations bring gifts to the One who is worthy to be feared, 
 
12 Who breaks the spirit of princes, * 
and strikes terror in the rulers of the earth. 
 
 
 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from The Second Letter to the Thessaloni-
ans 3:1-18 



Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the 
Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified everywhere, just as it 
is among you, and that we may be rescued from wicked and evil 
people; for not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful; he will 
strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. And we have 
confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and 
will go on doing the things that we command. May the Lord di-
rect your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of 
Christ. 
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in idleness 
and not according to the tradition that they received from 
us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we 
were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat any-
one’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we 
worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of 
you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in or-
der to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were 
with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work 
should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idle-
ness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons 
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 
work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sis-
ters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
Take note of those who do not obey what we say in this letter; 
have nothing to do with them, so that they may be ashamed. Do 
not regard them as enemies, but warn them as believers.  
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in 
all ways. The Lord be with all of you. 
I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the mark in 
every letter of mine; it is the way I write. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with all of you.  



 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  
Though in the form of God, * 
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *  
and was born in human likeness.  
Being found in human form, he humbled himself *  
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
and given him the name above every name,  
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *  
In heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *  
to the glory of God the Father.  
 
The Gospel 
Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 7:13-21 
‘Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road 
is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take 
it. For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, 
and there are few who find it. 
‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their 
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? In 
the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree 
bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad 
tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them by 
their fruits. 



‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the king-
dom of heaven, but only one who does the will of my Father in 
heaven. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
 
Officiant and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  



may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Officiant 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us 
so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the 
truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 



Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Eternal God, who gives good gifts to all people, and who teaches 
us to have the same spirit of generosity: Give us, we pray you, 
hearts that are always open to hear your word, that following 
the example of your servant Lydia, we may show hospitality to 
all who are in any need or trouble, through Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together  
For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont  

Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery,  
we give thanks that you call us to be your people  
in this time, and in this place.  
As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters,  
“to step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,”  
we give thanks for the experience,  
gifts and skills of our diocesan household,  
represented by THRIVE  
(the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision,  
and Efficiency).  
Bless their efforts as they rally  



and shepherd us in our common work.  
We pray for open hearts and minds and for clear vision,  
and never-ending reliance on your abundant  
and creative goodness.  
We pray for inspiration and guidance from your Holy Spirit, 
knowing that your power working in us  
can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine.  
All this, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Together 
For Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions dis-
appear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-



plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision , 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 



 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentence    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commemoration 
Lydia of Thyatira was Paul’s first European convert. She was a 
Gentile woman living in Philippi who, like many others, was in-
terested in the Jewish faith, but had not converted. As what the 
Jewish community called a “God-fearer” she was undoubtedly 
accorded some level of respect by the Jewish community, but 
would not have been treated as a full member of the Jewish 
community in Philippi. Paul encountered her on a riverbank 



where she and a group of women had gathered for Sabbath 
prayers. Paul and his companions began to talk with the women, 
and God “opened her heart” to hear what Paul had to say about 
Christ and the Gospel. Lydia believed what she heard and, as 
was the custom when the head of a household converted, her 
whole household was baptized along with her. Lydia was a pros-
perous cloth-merchant and had the means to offer hospitality to 
the apostles during their time in Philippi. Her home, having 
served as a base of operations for Paul and his companions, be-
came the location of a house church in Philippi. Although she is 
not mentioned by name outside of Acts 16, her significant role in 
enabling the spread of the Gospel in Philippi has led to her 
recognition as a saint in a wide range of Christian traditions, in-
cluding the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church, and 
many Protestant traditions. In the Orthodox Church she is given 
the title “Equal to the Apostles” for her role in spreading the 
Christian faith. 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, St. Helena Breviary and A New Zealand with  
Prayer Book, Common Worship Times and Seasons 


