
 
A ministry and community of  prayer of   

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 
 

Welcome to Morning Prayer  
 

A few notes about today’s service.   
Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 

portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 
you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 

again when you have completed your prayer.  
 

We will always read the Gospel appointed for the day so that we 
can read and meditate on Jesus' words and teaching. 

 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Wednesday, May 25, 2022 
Easter Season 

 
Bede, Priest and Historian, 735 



 
 
Opening Sentence   
     
The Officiant says the following 
After his suffering Jesus presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

Acts 1.3 
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  



but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed: 
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalm Appointed                         
read in unison Psalm119:97-120  
Mem Quomodo dilexi! 
97 Oh, how I love your law; * 
all the day long it is in my mind. 
 
98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, 
* 
and it is always with me. 
 
99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, * 
for your decrees are my study. 
 
100 I am wiser than the elders, * 
because I observe your commandments. 
 
101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, * 
that I may keep your word. 
 



102 I do not shrink from your judgments, * 
because you yourself have taught me. 
 
103 How sweet are your words to my taste; * 
they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 
 
104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; * 
therefore I hate every lying way. 
 
Nun Lucerna pedibus meis 
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path. 
 
106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 
 
107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O God, according to your word. 
 
108 Accept, O God, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 
 
109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 
 
110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
 
111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
 



 
112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end. 
 
Samekh Iniquos odio habui 
113 I hate those who have a divided heart, * 
but your law do I love. 
 
114 You are my refuge and shield; * 
my hope is in your word. 
 
115 Away from me, you wicked! * 
I will keep the commandments of my God. 
 
116 Sustain me according to your promise, that I may live, * 
and let me not be disappointed in my hope. 
 
117 Hold me up, and I shall be safe, * 
and my delight shall be ever in your statutes. 
 
118 You spurn all who stray from your statutes; * 
their deceitfulness is in vain. 
 
119 In your sight all the wicked of the earth are but dross; * 
therefore I love your decrees. 
 
120 My flesh trembles with dread of you; * 
I am afraid of your judgments. 
 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   



 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from The Letter to the Ephesians 1:1-10 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
To the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Je-
sus: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Je-
sus Christ. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foun-
dation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Be-
loved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the for-
giveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he 
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the full-
ness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison A Song of Ezekiel Ezekiel 36:24-28  
I will take you out of the nations *  



and gather you from every land, and bring you to your own 
soil.  
I will sprinkle clean water over you, 
and you shall be clean from all that defiles you; *  
I will cleanse you from the taint of all your idols.  
I will give you a new heart * 
and put a new spirit within you;  
I will take the heart of stone from your body *  
and give you a heart of flesh.  
I will put my spirit into you 
and make you conform to my statutes; *  
you shall keep my laws and live by them.  
You shall live in the land which I gave to your ancestors; *  
you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  
 
The Gospel 
Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 22:41-46 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked 
them this question: ‘What do you think of the Messiah? Whose 
son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ He said to them, 
‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
“The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, 
   until I put your enemies under your feet’ ”? 
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ No one was 
able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to 
ask him any more questions. 
 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 



A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
 
Officiant and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  



Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Officiant 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good 
things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such 
love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all 
things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



Almighty God, who has enriched your Church with the learning 
and holiness of your servant Bede: Grant us to find in Scripture 
and disciplined prayer the image of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and to fashion our lives according to his likeness, to the 
glory of your great Name and the benefit of your holy church; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together  
For discernment for the future of the Diocese of Vermont  
Gracious and loving God, of transformation and discovery,  
we give thanks that you call us to be your people  
in this time, and in this place.  
As you call us into deeper and uncertain waters,  
“to step out of the boat and go closer to Jesus,”  
we give thanks for the experience,  
gifts and skills of our diocesan household,  
represented by THRIVE  
(the Task Force for Hope, Revitalization, Innovation, Vision,  
and Efficiency).  
Bless their efforts as they rally  
and shepherd us in our common work.  
We pray for open hearts and minds and for clear vision,  
and never-ending reliance on your abundant  
and creative goodness.  



We pray for inspiration and guidance from your Holy Spirit, 
knowing that your power working in us  
can accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine.  
All this, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 
Together 
For Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions dis-
appear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please un-
mute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have com-
pleted your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 
The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our sup-
plications and prayers which we offer before you for all mem-
bers of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 



 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision , 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentence    
  



The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commemoration 
At the age of seven, Bede’s parents brought him to the nearby 
monastery at Jarrow (near Durham in northeast England) for his 
education. There, as he later wrote, “spending all the remaining 
time of my life…I wholly applied myself to the study of Scripture, 
and amidst the observance of regular discipline, and the daily 
care of singing in the church, I always took delight in learning, 
teaching, and writing.” Bede was ordained as a deacon at nine-
teen, and as a priest at thirty. Bede was the greatest scholar of 
his day in the Western Church. He wrote commentaries on the 
Scriptures based on patristic interpretations. His treatise on 



chronology remained standard for centuries. He also wrote on 
orthography, poetic meter, and especially on history. His most 
famous work, The Ecclesiastical History of the English People, 
written in Latin, remains the primary source for the period 597 
to 731, when Anglo-Saxon culture developed and Christianity 
triumphed. Bede took his vocation as a historian seriously. He 
consulted many documents, carefully evaluated their reliability, 
and cited his sources. His interpretations were largely balanced 
and judicious. He also wrote The History of the Abbots (of Wear-
mouth and Jarrow), and a notable biography of Cuthbert, both in 
prose and verse. He died on the eve of the Ascension in 735 
while dictating a vernacular translation of the Gospel According 
to John. About 1020, his body was removed to Durham and 
placed in the Lady Chapel at the west end of the cathedral nave. 
Together with Cuthbert, who is also buried in the cathedral, he 
remains beloved by the Christian community in Durham. 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, and St. Helena Breviary 


