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Schedule of the Day 

 

 

9-10am           Arrival and Gathering  

 

10am   Call to Worship, Hymns, Readings to honor grief and change 

 

10:30am  The Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija on Experimentation 

 

11:30a           Gospel and Consecration of the Elements 

 

12:00p          Lunch and Fellowship  

 

1:15p   The Rev. Whitney Rice on Evangelism 

 

2:30p   Prayers and Sharing Eucharist 

 

2:45p   Bishop’s Sermon 

 

3:15p   A Time of Reflection from presenters 

 

3:35p   Renewal of Baptism/Ordination Covenants  

 

 

Prelude         Dr. James Lorenz, organist 

  

Call to Worship  

 

The Reader will prompt the refrain “Christ is coming to make all things new.” 

-Adapted and inspired by A Wee Worship Book, Wild Goose Resource Group 

 

Body Worship Song     

Christ be with me,  

Christ before me,  

Christ behind me,  

Christ below me,  

Christ to the left of me,  

Christ above me,  

Christ to the right of me,  

Christ within me. (Repeat several times) 
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Bishop  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  

People Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 

Hymn 665 All My Hope on God Is Founded 

 
Words  Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt., after Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 

Music  MICHAEL, Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

 
Tune MICHAEL, by Herbert Howells, copyright © 1968, Novello & Co., Ltd. Used by permission. 

Bishop God Be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. Gracious and Loving God, our hearts are open to your ever- 

  present love: Heal us, celebrate with us, hope with us as we seek to be  

  inspired by your Holy Spirit, perfectly loving you and living in praise of  

  your ongoing creation, your church, your light, your will, and your love  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 

Reader A reading from Nehemiah. 

 

When the seventh month came–the people of Israel being settled in their towns–all the 

people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra 

to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, 

the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 

could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read 

from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 

presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all 

the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 

all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the 

people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, 

‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the 

Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, 

with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 

who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do 

not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then 

he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them 

to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be 

grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ 

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

The Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija on Experimentation 
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Wade in the Water Lift Every Voice and Sing 143 

 
 

Words and music: Traditional Negro spiritual, arr. Carl Haywood (b.1949) 
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The Gospel 

 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 

People Glory to you, O Christ. 

 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time 

the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 

And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. But when the 

disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And 

they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; 

do not be afraid.’ 

 

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ He 

said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 

towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand 

and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got 

into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you 

are the Son of God.’ 

 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you O Christ. 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Bishop God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Lift up your hearts 

People We lift them up to the Lord. 

Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The Bishop continues 

 

…Therefore, with all your witnesses 

who surround us on every side, 

countless as heaven’s stars, 

we praise you for our creation 

and our calling, 

with loving and with joyful hearts: 

 

Sanctus S-125, The Hymnal 1982 (R. Proulx)  

 
Copyright © 1971, 1977, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700286 

 
Setting  Richard Proulx (1937-2010), from A Community Mass 

 

The Bishop continues through the Consecration. 

 

 

Agape Fellowship 

 

The congregation breaks for lunch and fellowship.  

The Cathedral bell will ring to signal 15 mins before we regather. 
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Regathering 

 

Hymn 508 Breathe on Me, Breath of God  

 
Words  Edwin Hatch (1835–1889), alt. 

Music  NOVA VITA, Lister R. Peace (1885–1969) 

 

 

A Time of Prayer 

 

Following each bidding, the people respond, “Breathe on us, breath of God.” 

 

 

-Adapted from Iona Abbey Worship Book 
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The Rev. Whitney Rice - On Evangelism 
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Prayer and Sharing Eucharist 

 

 

 
 

The congregation is led in prayer. After each bidding, all repeat the above as a refrain. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Bishop  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  

Our Father… (all continue in whatever language or version they wish). 

Amen. 

 

Green Mountain Online Abbey Version 

Our loving God in heaven, holy is your Name, may your reign come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For all 

creation, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Bishop breaks the bread in silence and then says 

  

Bishop Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia! 

 Bishop Behold the mystery of your salvation laid out for you; 

behold what you are, may we become what we receive. 

 Bishop The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion Hymns 

Let us break bread together on our knees 

 

Let us break bread together on our knees; 

Let us break bread together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees, 

with my face to the rising sun, 

Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 

Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

Let us drink wine together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees, 

with my face to the rising sun, 

Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 

Let us praise God together on our knees; 

Let us praise God together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees, 

with my face to the rising sun, 

Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

 

Eat this bread 

 
Music  Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) 

 
Eat this bread copyright © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé (France), GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, administrator. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-700286. 

 

 

 

Sermon           The Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown 
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Reflection Conversation on the Day 

 

The Bishop, Whitney, and Lorenzo engage conversation on the day. 

 

Prompting question: What did you hear from one another that brought you a sense of 

healing, celebration, and hope? 

 

 

A Reading 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

Reader A Reading from Ephesians. 

 

For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant 

that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in 

love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 

all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Renewal of Covenants   

 

The Bishop continues 

Dear friends, the ministry we share is none other than the sacrificial ministry of Christ, 

who gave himself up to death on the cross for the salvation of the world….Affirming that 

duty, I invite you to reaffirm your own Baptismal Covenant.  

 

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to  

  Jesus Christ?  

People I do.  
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Bishop Do you believe in God the Father?  

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

 

People 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion  

  of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

  everlasting.  

 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 

  of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help.  

 

…The congregation responds “I will with God’s help” to each bidding. 

 

Addressing all lay persons, the Bishop says,  

Your ministry as lay persons…  

 

Bishop Will you continue in this ministry?  

Laity   I will, with God’s help.  

 

Addressing all deacons, the Bishop says,  

Your ministry as deacons… 

 

Bishop Will you continue in this ministry?  

Deacons  I will, with God’s help.  

Addressing all priests, the Bishop says,  

Your ministry as priests… 
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Bishop Will you continue in this ministry?  

Priests I will, with God’s help.  

 

Addressing all clergy, the Bishop says,  

Siblings in Christ, as clergy in the Episcopal Church… 

 

Bishop Do you here, in the presence of Christ and his Church, renew your  

  commitment to your ministry, under the pastoral direction of your bishop? 

Clergy  I do.  

 

The clergy respond “I do” to each bidding. 

 

Designated leaders representing different orders of ministry address the Bishop: 

+Shannon, your ministry, as bishop, is to represent Christ and his Church… 

 

The Bishop responds 

I will with God’s help. And as your bishop, I, too, before God and you, re-dedicate 

myself and reaffirm the promises that I made when I was ordained. I ask your prayers.  

May the Lord who has given us the will to do these things, give us also the grace and 

power to perform them.  

 

Commissioning 

 

Leader 

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we turn our eyes toward the mission field, 

in our churches and in our communities, following Jesus’ call to go out and proclaim 

Good News.  We take on the mantle of evangelists, and here in the presence of God and 

one another, we affirm our commitment to live out and welcome others into the loving, 

life-giving, liberating Good News of Jesus Christ, responding with God’s first message to 

all people, “Fear not.” 

 

The congregation celebrates the day responding, “Fear not!” after each bidding. 

 

Blessing 

 

The Bishop offers a blessing. 
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         We are marching in the Light of God/ Siyahamba 

 
Words: South African Music:  SIYAHAMBA, South African 

We are marching in the light of God copyright © 1984, Peace of Music Publishing AB, admin. by Walton Music Corp.All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700286 

 

Lyrics in Zulu:  

Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni kwenkos, 

Siyahamba ekukhanyeni kwenkos'. 

Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni kwenkos', 

Siyahamba ekukhanyeni kwenkos'. 

[ekukhanyeni kwenkos'] 

Siyahamba... ooh 

[Siyahamba, hamba, Siyahamba, hamba] 

Siyahamba ekukhanyeni kwenkos'. 

[ekukhanyeni kwenkos'] 

Siyahamba... ooh 

[Siyahamba, hamba, Siyahamba, hamba] 

Siyahamba ekukhanyeni kwenkos'. 

 

 

Dismissal and Adjournment 


