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Officiant: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Opening Sentence       

The Officiant says the following 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its 
lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will 
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
Revelation 21:22-25 

 

Let us pray.  

 

Grant us, O God, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it 
may burn in us and shed its light on those around us, and 
that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, 
where dwells the true and never-failing Light, Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 

preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 



 

 

Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 

that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 

Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Lights are lit 

O Gracious Light  

Or 

Light of the World  Phos hilaron  
Light of the world, in grace and beauty, 
Mirror of God’s eternal face,  
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,  
You bring salvation to our race.  
Now, as we see the lights of evening,  
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;  
Worthy are you of endless blessing,  
Sun of our night, lamp of our days. 
 

Psalms Appointed                         

read in unison Psalms 148, 149, and 150 

Psalm 148 Laudate Dominum 
1 Alleluia! Praise God from the heavens; * 
sing praise in the heights. 
 
2 Praise God, all you angels; * 
sing praise, all the heavenly host. 
 



 

 

3 Praise God, sun and moon; * 
sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 
4 Praise God, heaven of heavens * 
and you waters above the heavens. 
 
5 Let them praise the Name of God, * 
by whose command they were created. 
 
6 God made them stand fast for ever and ever, * 
and gave them a law which shall not pass away. 
 
7 Praise God from the earth, * 
you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
 
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 
9 Mountains and all hills, * 
fruit trees and all cedars; 
 
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, * 
creeping things and winged birds; 
 
11 Sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, * 
leaders and all rulers of the world; 
 
12 Young men and maidens, * 
old and young together. 



 

 

 
 
13 Let them praise your Name, O God, * 
for your Name only is exalted; 
your splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 
14 You have raised up strength for your people 
and praise for all your loyal servants, * 
the children of Israel, a people who are near you. 
 Alleluia! 
 
Psalm 149 Cantate Domino 
1 Alleluia! Sing to God a new song; * 
sing praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
 
2 Let the people of Israel rejoice in their Maker; * 
let the children of Zion be joyful in their Monarch. 
 
3 Let them praise God’s Name in the dance; * 
let them sing praise with timbrel and harp. 
 
4 For God takes pleasure in the people * 
and adorns the poor with victory. 
 
5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * 
let them be joyful on their beds. 
 
6 Let the praises of God be in their throat * 
and a two-edged sword in their hand, 
 



 

 

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations * 
and punishment on the peoples; 
 
8 To bind their rulers in chains * 
and their nobles with links of iron; 
 
9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; * 
this is glory for all God’s faithful people. 
 Alleluia! 
 
Psalm 150 Laudate Dominum 
1 Alleluia! Praise God in the holy temple; * 
praise God in the firmament of power. 
 
2 Praise God for every mighty act; * 
praise God’s excellent greatness. 
 
3 Praise God with the blast of the ram’s-horn; * 
praise God with lyre and harp. 
 
4 Praise God with timbrel and dance; * 
praise God with strings and pipe. 
 
5 Praise God with resounding cymbals; * 
praise God with loud-clanging cymbals. 
 
6 Let everything that has breath * 
praise God. 
 Alleluia! 
 



 

 

 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Lessons 

First Reading  
Reader:  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing for my beloved 
   my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 
   on a very fertile hill. 
He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
   and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, 
   and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, 
   but it yielded wild grapes. 
 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
   and people of Judah, 
judge between me 
   and my vineyard. 
What more was there to do for my vineyard 
   that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, 
   why did it yield wild grapes? 
 
And now I will tell you 



 

 

   what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
   and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
   and it shall be trampled down. 
I will make it a waste; 
   it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
   and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
I will also command the clouds 
   that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
   is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
   are his pleasant planting; 
he expected justice, 
   but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, 
   but heard a cry! 
 
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
read in unison Canticle P 
 A Song of the Spirit Revelation 22:12-17 

 

Refrain   “Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord. Blessed 
are those who do God’s commandments. 
 



 

 

“Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord, “and bringing my 
reward with me, * to give to everyone according to their 
deeds.  
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, * the 
beginning and the end.”  
Blessed are those who do God’s commandments, that they 
may have the right to the tree of life, * and may enter the city 
through the gates.  
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, * with this testimony for 
all the churches. “I am the root and the offspring of David, * I 
am the bright morning star.”  
“Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride; * “Come!” let each 
hearer reply!  
Come forward, you who are thirsty, * let those who desire 
take the water of life as a gift. 
 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
Refrain   “Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord. Blessed 
are those who do God’s commandments. 
 
Second Reading 
Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke 7:28-35 
I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than 
John; yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than 
he.’ (And all the people who heard this, including the tax-
collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because they 
had been baptized with John’s baptism. But by refusing to be 



 

 

baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected 
God’s purpose for themselves.) 
‘To what then will I compare the people of this generation, 
and what are they like? They are like children sitting in the 
market-place and calling to one another, 
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not weep.” 
For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking 
no wine, and you say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man has 
come eating and drinking, and you say, “Look, a glutton and 
a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and 
sinners!” Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her 
children.’ 
 
After the Readings, the Reader says  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 

 

An Affirmation of Faith 

Officiant  We say together in faith 

Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
We believe in God, who created all things: 
for by God's will they were created 



 

 

and have their being. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say,‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
Amen. 
 
The Prayers                     

Officiant Awaiting his coming in glory, 
as our Savior taught us, so we pray 
 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 



 

 

 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Continue with our time of study 

 

Concluding Prayers 

Let us pray: 
 

The Collects  

Blessed are you, the God of our forebears, creator 
of the changes of day and night, giving rest to the weary, 
renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing 
upon us occasions of song in the evening. As you have 
protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in the 
coming night; keep us from every sin, every evil, and every 
fear; for you are our light and salvation, and the strength 
of our life. To you be glory for endless ages. Amen. 
 
Together 

Keep watch, dear God, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, O Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 
 
Together 

Holy One, we pray with those from every time and every place 
who have witnessed to your call to community. Join us with 
them in your covenant of justice and reconciliation so that in 



 

 

this time and in this place, we may be instruments of your peace. 
In the name of Christ, who is loving, just, and forgiving, we offer 
ourselves to you. Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 

(During the silence people may add their own prayers. 
Please unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. 
When you have completed your prayer, return the 
microphone to mute.)  

 
The Officiant may add a concluding collect: 

God who surrounded yourself in the wilderness with clouds 
and deep darkness, 

And knit your incarnate Son in the dark warmth of Mary’s 
womb, 

Make the darkness of this evening become for us 

A creative, healing, and courageous time, 

In whose silence we notice you whispering the answers our 
world’s wilderness most needs to hear. Amen. 

 

Simeon Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O God, and guard us sleeping; that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 



 

 

O God, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O God, and guard us sleeping; that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 

 
The Bishop Offers the Benediction  
May our Creator, Alpha and Omega, who is and was and is to 
come, be your ever-present companion through this holy 
season. Amen. 
May our Savior Christ, the living one who loves us and 
bestows on all the crown of life, give you endurance. Amen. 
May the Spirit of prophecy make you bold in witness and 
faithful in love. Amen. 
 
And may our Almighty and merciful God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 



 

 

Deacon  May the Divine help remain with us always. 
People And with those who are absent from us. 
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