
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A ministry and community of prayer 
of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Vermont 

 
A few notes about today's service.   

Please leave your microphone on mute during the responsory 
portions of the service. You are welcome to unmute yourself when 

you are invited to offer your prayers, then remember to mute it 
again when you have completed your prayer.  

 
 

EVENING PRAYER 



 

 

 

December 1, 2022 

Thursday, the First Week of Advent  

 

 

Officiant: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Opening Sentence       

The Officiant says the following 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its 
lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will 
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
Revelation 21:22-25 

 

Let us pray.  

 

Grant us, O God, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it 
may burn in us and shed its light on those around us, and 
that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, 
where dwells the true and never-failing Light, Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer Amen. 



 

 

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 

darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of 

this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come 

again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 

dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

Lights are lit 

O Gracious Light  Phos Hilaron 

 

Psalm Appointed                         

read in unison  

Psalm 80 Qui regis Israel 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
4 O God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 



 

 

despite the prayers of your people? 
 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 
9 You prepared the ground for it; * 
it took root and filled the land. 
 
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
 
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 
 
12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 
14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 



 

 

behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 
15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; * 
at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 
 
16 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, * 
the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 
17 And so will we never turn away from you, * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 
18 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
  for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

First Reading  
Reader:  A reading from The Revelation to John 1:3-6, 9—
20 

 Blessed is the one who reads the words of the prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear and who keep what is written in 
it, for the time is near. 

 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 



 

 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 
who is to come and from the seven spirits who are before his 
throne,  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 
blood  and made us a kingdom, priests serving[b] his God 
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 

I, John, your brother who share with you the persecution and 
the kingdom and the endurance in Jesus, was on the island 
called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus. I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write in a 
book what you see, and send it to the seven churches, to 
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 

Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, 
and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the 
midst of the lampstands I saw one like the Son of Man, 
clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash across his 
chest.  His head and his hair were white as white wool, white 
as snow; his eyes were like a flame of fire; his feet were like 
burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace, and his voice was 
like the sound of many waters.  In his right hand he held 
seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged 
sword, and his face was like the sun shining with full force. 

 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he 
placed his right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A3-6&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30687b


 

 

the First and the Last and the Living One. I was dead, and 
see, I am alive forever and ever, and I have the keys of Death 
and of Hades.  Now write what you have seen, what is, and 
what is to take place after this.  As for the mystery of the 
seven stars that you saw in my right hand and the seven 
golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven 
churches. 

Silence (60 seconds) 
 
A Second Reading of Revelation 
 
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
read in unison Canticle P 
 A Song of the Spirit Revelation 22:12-17 

 

Refrain   “Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord. Blessed 
are those who do God’s commandments. 
 
“Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord, “and bringing my 
reward with me, * to give to everyone according to their 
deeds.  
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, * the 
beginning and the end.”  
Blessed are those who do God’s commandments, that they 
may have the right to the tree of life, * and may enter the city 
through the gates.  



 

 

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, * with this testimony for 
all the churches. “I am the root and the offspring of David, * I 
am the bright morning star.”  
“Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride; * “Come!” let each 
hearer reply!  
Come forward, you who are thirsty, * let those who desire 
take the water of life as a gift. 
 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
Refrain   “Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord. Blessed 
are those who do God’s commandments. 
 
 

An Affirmation of Faith 

Officiant  We say together in faith 

Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
We believe in God, who created all things: 
for by God's will they were created 
and have their being. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 



 

 

from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say,‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
Amen. 
 
The Prayers                     

Officiant Awaiting his coming in glory, 
as our Savior taught us, so we pray 
 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Continue with our time of study 

 

Concluding Prayers 



 

 

Let us pray: 
 

The Collects  

Blessed are you, the God of our forebears, creator 
of the changes of day and night, giving rest to the weary, 
renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing 
upon us occasions of song in the evening. As you have 
protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in the 
coming night; keep us from every sin, every evil, and every 
fear; for you are our light and salvation, and the strength 
of our life. To you be glory for endless ages. Amen. 
 
Together 

Keep watch, dear God, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 
 
Together 

Holy One, we pray with those from every time and every place 
who have witnessed to your call to community. Join us with 
them in your covenant of justice and reconciliation so that in 
this time and in this place, we may be instruments of your peace. 
In the name of Christ, who is loving, just, and forgiving, we offer 
ourselves to you. Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 



 

 

 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. 

Please unmute yourself  to share your prayer aloud. 
When you have completed your prayer, return the 
microphone to mute.)  

 
The Officiant may add a concluding collect: 

God who surrounded yourself in the wilderness with clouds and 
deep darkness, 

And knit your incarnate Son in the dark warmth of Mary’s 
womb, 

Make the darkness of this evening become for us 

A creative, healing, and courageous time, 

In whose silence we notice you whispering the answers our 
world’s wilderness most needs to hear. Amen. 

 

Simeon Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O God, and guard us sleeping; that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

O God, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 



 

 

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O God, and guard us sleeping; that awake we 
may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
The Bishop Offers the Benediction 
May our Creator, Alpha and Omega, who is and was and is to 
come, be your ever-present companion through this holy 
season. Amen. 
May our Savior Christ, the living one who loves us and 
bestows on all the crown of life, give you endurance. Amen. 
May the Spirit of prophecy make you bold in witness and 
faithful in love. Amen. 
 
And may our Almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Deacon  May the Divine help remain with us always. 
People And with those who are absent from us. 
 
 
 
Liturgy created with the following resources 
Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary: © Order of 
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Times and Seasons, Adapted from https://www.episcopalchurch.org/wp-

content/uploads/sites/2/2020/08/antiracism_book-revised.pdf 
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