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The Season of Epiphany 
 
 

Theodora, Empress, c.867 
  



 

 

Opening Sentence       
The Officiant says the following 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth. Isaiah 49:6b  
 
Invitatory and Psalter        
Officiant  O God, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant   You laid the foundation of the earth 
People    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
 
All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  
 
Said in unison Venite Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Holy One; *  
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and raise a loud shout with psalms.  
 
For you, O God, are a great God; *  
 you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
 and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 



 

 

Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before God, our Maker,  
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture and 
the sheep of your hand. *  
 Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
 
Officiant  Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People   O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 
 
Psalms Appointed                         
read in unison Psalms 87 and 90 
Psalm 87 Fundamenta ejus 
1 On the holy mountain stands the city God has founded; * 
God loves the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
 
2 Glorious things are spoken of you, * 
O city of our God. 
 
3 I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me; * 
behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia: 
in Zion were they born. 
 
4 Of Zion it shall be said, “Everyone was born there, * 
and the Most High God shall sustain it.” 
 
5 God will record in the roll of the peoples, * 
“These also were born there.” 
 
6 The singers and the dancers will say, * 
“All my fresh springs are in you.” 
 



 

 

Psalm 90 Domine, refugium 
1 O God, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 
 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 
 
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
“Go back, O child of earth.” 
 
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is 
past * 
and like a watch in the night. 
 
5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 
 
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
 
7 For we consume away in your displeasure; * 
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 
 
8 Our iniquities you have set before you * 
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
 
9 When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 
we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
 
10 The span of our life is seventy years, 
perhaps in strength even eighty; * 



 

 

yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 
for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 
 
11 Who regards the power of your wrath; * 
who rightly fears your indignation? 
 
12 So teach us to number our days * 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 
13 Return, O God; how long will you tarry? * 
Be gracious to your servants. 
 
14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 
15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us 
* 
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 
 
16 Show your servants your works * 
and your splendor to their children. 
 
17 May the graciousness of our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands; 
prosper our handiwork. 
 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be   
 for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons 



 

 

First Reading   
Reader  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 61:10-62:5 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations. 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
   and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, 
   and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
   that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
   and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
   and your land Married; 
for the Lord delights in you, 
   and your land shall be married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, 
   so shall your builder marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
   so shall your God rejoice over you. 



 

 

Here ends the reading. 
 
read in unison Canticle 26  
A Song of God’s Chosen One Isaiah 11.1,2,3b-4a,6,9  
Refrain: 
All  The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God. 
 
Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; 
from Jesse's roots, a branch will blossom: 
The Spirit of God will rest on you-- 
 a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 a spirit of counsel and strength, 
 a spirit of knowledge and reverence for God. 
 You will delight in obeying God, 
 and you won't judge by appearances, 
 or make decisions by hearsay. 
 You will treat poor people with fairness 
 and will uphold the rights of the land's 
 downtrodden. 
 With a single word you will strike down tyrants; 
 with your decrees you will execute evil people. 
Justice will be the belt around this your waist- 
 faithfulness will gird you up. 
 Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 
 the calf and the lion cub will graze together, 
 and a little child will lead them. 
 The cow will feed with the bear; 
 their young will lie down together. 
 The lion will eat hay like the ox. 
 The baby will play next to the den of the cobra, 
 and the toddler will dance over the viper's nest. 



 

 

 There will be no harm, no destruction 
 anywhere in my holy mountain; 
 for as water fills the sea, 
 so the land will be filled with knowledge of God. 
 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Refrain: 
All  The earth shall be full of the knowledge of our God. 
 
The Gospel 
Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Mark 10:46-52 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd 
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, 
was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!’ Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but 
he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on 
me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called 
the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling 
you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for 
you?’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see 
again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ 
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
A moment of silence is observed so that we may reflect on the 
teachings and ministry of Jesus. 
 



 

 

The Apostle’s Creed 
The Officiant and People say together 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers                     
Officiant Believing the promises of God, as our Savior taught 
us, we pray 
 
Officiant and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  



 

 

Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For all creation, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects  
The Collect of the Day 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the 
liberty of that abundant life which you have made known to us 
in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
O God, who called your servant Theodora to an earthly throne 
that she might advance your heavenly kingdom and who gave 
her the wisdom to establish unity where there had been 
division; Create in your church such godly union and concord 
that we might proclaim the Gospel of the Prince of Peace, not 



 

 

only in correct theology but in right actions. All this we ask 
through the same Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and 
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Together 
For Dismantling Racism 
Gracious God, Create in us a new mind and heart that will enable 
us to see our siblings in the faces of those divided by racial 
categories. Give us the grace and strength to rid ourselves of 
racial stereotypes that oppress some of us, while providing 
entitlements to others. Help us to create a Church and nation 
that embraces the hopes and fears of oppressed People of Color 
where we live, as well as those around the world. Heal your 
family and make us one with you, in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
I invite your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession at this 
time. 
 
(During the silence people may add their own prayers. Please 
unmute yourself to share your prayer aloud. When you have 
completed your prayer, return the microphone to mute.)  
 



 

 

The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving            
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ, our best vision, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 



 

 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Together A Collect of Dedication  
Beloved God: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, once again 
we offer ourselves to you. May the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
Deacon  Let us bless God. 
People To God be thanks forever. 
 
The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentences    
  
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Commemoration 
Theodora was a 9th century Byzantine empress who is 
commemorated as a saint in the Orthodox churches for her role 
in the restoration of icons following the iconoclastic 
controversy. Although in theory the conflict had been settled in 
favor of the veneration of icons at the Seventh Ecumenical 
Council in 787, in practice disagreements remained strong, and 
the iconoclastic party included many prominent members of 



 

 

society, including within the imperial family. A young 
noblewoman of Armenian descent, Theodora was married to the 
young emperor Theophilos in the year 830. Although both were 
sincere Christians, the couple had strong disagreements about 
religious matters. Theophilos was an iconoclast and believed 
that the veneration of icons was idolatry. Theodora, however, 
maintained her own practice of venerating images in spite of her 
husband’s opposition. On one occasion, when a servant reported 
to Theophilos that his wife had been seen venerating icons, she 
sweetly informed him that she had merely been “playing with 
dolls.” Two of her icons are kept in a monastery on Mount Athos 
to this day, where they are referred to as “Theodora’s dolls.” In 
spite of this theological conflict, the couple seem to have had a 
largely happy marriage, and had five daughters and two sons. 
Theophilos, however, died very young at the age of 29, and 
Theodora’s life changed considerably. Her young son Michael 
was only a toddler and was too young to assume leadership, and 
so she ruled the Byzantine emperor as his regent from 842 until 
855. One of Theodora’s first acts as regent was summon a synod 
of bishops to revisit the question of icons and iconoclasm. The 
practice of icon veneration was restored, and the synod ended in 
a procession that carried icons back into the Hagia Sophia. 
Despite this victory, however, Theodora was noted for the 
particular gentleness with which she treated her theological 
opponents. She negotiated strongly with the church to ensure 
that her late husband 122 would not be condemned as a heretic, 
and pursued a moderate policy of accommodation with clergy 
who had been iconoclasts. This was strongly opposed by more 
extreme factions within the church who wanted to see them 
denounced and punished as heretics, but Theodora remained 
firm in her attitude of respect for those who had held differing 
opinions. This ultimately led most of the iconoclastic party to 



 

 

gradually accept the majority view and to remain within the 
church. Theodora is therefore remembered not only for her role 
in restoring the veneration of icons to the church, but for her 
firm and diplomatic insistence upon reconciliation with those 
who had held opposing views, which made this one theological 
controversy that ended in reconciliation rather than in schism. 
Theodora ruled as regent until her son came of age in 855. In 
857 she retired to the monastery of Gastria, and seems to have 
died there some time after 867. 
 
—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 Church Publishing 
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