
 

PILGRIMAGE IN THE HOLY LAND 

 

 
SPONSORED BY 

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF VERMONT 

An Invitation 
 

NOVEMBER 25 – DECEMBER 5, 2023 
LED BY THE REV. DR. FREDERICK P. MOSER AND THE REV. KIM HARDY 

LOCAL GUIDES CANON IYAD QUMRI AND RAMI QUMRI 

Dear Friends, 
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We write to invite you to consider a pilgrimage in the complex and beautiful “Land of the Holy 
One.” For several years, we have led pilgrimages to Ireland and have dreamt of leading a group 
to the Holy Land since experiencing our journey there on sabbatical in 2009. It opened our hearts 
to seeing the spiritual life as pilgrimage and offered deep insights into Biblical stories from the 
Hebrew Scriptures and Gospels. To see sites such as Bethlehem and the Shepherds’ Field, 
described in Jesus’ birth narrative, Nazareth where he grew into adulthood, the Sea of Galilee 
where he taught, the location of the miracle of loaves and fishes, the site where he was denied by 
Peter and faced trial, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, an architectural complex where tradition 
tells us Jesus died, was anointed, and rose, as well as the Western Wall sacred to Jews and the 
Dome of the Rock sacred to Muslims – to see and touch such sites is an extraordinary and 
unforgettable experience. 
 
ABOUT US 
Fred Moser and Kim Hardy 
happily share married life 
as Episcopal priests. Fred 
offers years of experience 
and wisdom leading 
ecumenical and interfaith 
efforts. He is well-versed in 
conversations among 
Christians, Jews, and 
Muslims. Presently, he serves as Ecumenical and Interreligious Officer of the Diocese of Vermont 
and Rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, Shelburne, VT. Kim has worked in the areas of spiritual 
leadership and liturgy development, particularly through a Celtic Christian lens. She serves as 
Chair of the Liturgy Commission in the Diocese of Vermont, Rector of St. James Episcopal 
Church, Essex Junction, VT, and Director of Anam Cara Sojourners. 
 
 

QUMRI PILGRIMAGES will guide us. Canon Iyad Qumri is associated 
with St. George's Cathedral in Jerusalem, and an honorary canon of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles. He is a Palestinian Christian who has led 
pilgrimages for 20 years with Methodists and Catholics, as well as many 
Episcopal dioceses and parishes. He offers a Biblically based journey with a 
balanced view with respect to the political realities of these areas. For more 
information about Qumri Pilgrimages, see  
https://www.iyadqumripilgrimages.com/ 
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WHAT IS A PILGRIMAGE? 
 
Traveling as a pilgrim is different for everyone. It is not so much a vacation as a time set aside to 
open oneself to learning and transformation. If you have never been to the Middle East, our hope 
is that this journey might open you to experience your faith in new ways and return inspired to 
engage in whatever ministry you find yourself. If you have been before, perhaps this can be a 
time of reconnecting. Walking in the footsteps of Jesus is a profound spiritual opportunity. From 
a contemporary perspective, visiting these lands is a wonderful way to get to know those who 
live there and something about the ministries in which they engage. 
 
The Pilgrimage is sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont in conversation with a local 
exploratory group we direct called Anam Cara Sojourners. It is a journey for those who would 
become “soul friends” for a time, sharing moments of discovery and prayer as we walk the paths 
of ancient Palestine. The journey is open to those from various geographic areas and Christian 
perspectives including, but not limited to the Episcopal Dioceses of Vermont, New Hampshire, 
and Maine and friends and colleagues far and wide. We welcome other sojourners who would 
join us who have an interest in a spiritually based journey. Please see below for an itinerary and 
details. We hope you will consider joining us for this amazing opportunity in the Land of the 
Holy One. 
 
Blessings, 
The Rev. Kim Hardy and The Rev. Dr. Fred Moser 
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ITINERARY 
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, DAY 1: 
DEPART U.S.A  
 
On our way to the Holy Land! 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, DAY 2: 
ARRIVE BEN GURION AIRPORT / TRANSFER TO JERUSALEM 
 
Upon arrival at Tel Aviv we will be met by our guide, Canon Iyad Qumri, and transfer to our 
accommodation in Jerusalem. Dinner and overnight at Saint George’s Guest House. Tel: ++972 2-
6283302  
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, DAY 3: 
WESTERN WALL / DOME OF THE ROCK / 
WORSHIP AT SAINT ANDREW’S CHURCH / HORIZONS OF JERUSALEM 

 
We depart for the Western Wall near Elharam  
Esh Sharif (The Dome of The Rock and the Al-
Aqsa Mosque), St. Anne’s Church and the pools 
of Bethesda. Sunday Eucharist at Saint Andrew’s 

Church in Ramallah; the liturgy will be 
celebrated in English and Arabic. Lunch. Drive 
to Mt. Scopus where we will look at the 
different dramatic settings of the Scripture.  
Dinner and overnight at Saint George’s Guest 
House Guest Speaker, Lecture of Islam  
 
 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, DAY 4: 
OLD CITY / CHURCH OF THE RESSURECTION / Group Photo. 

 
Briefing for the Holy Sepulcher. We then walk the Cardo 
to the Constantinian Entrance of the Holy Sepulcher. 
Lunch, continue our visit to the Holy Sepulcher.  
Dinner and overnight at Saint George’s Guest House. 
Guest Speaker: Contemporary Issues – A Palestinian 
Perspective  
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, DAY 5: 
SHEPHERD’S FIELD / BETHLEHEM  
 
We depart Jerusalem for Bethlehem and the 
Shepherds’ Field, visit a 1st century cave dwelling, 
Lunch is in Beit Sahour (Shepherds’ Field), ‘And 
in that region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night’. 
Lunch, Church of the Nativity located in Manger 

Square. It is the Oldest Church in 
Christendom, constructed by Constantine in 
AD 326 and the traditional site of the 
Nativity. Dinner and overnight at Saint 
George’s Guest House  
 

 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, DAY 6: 
ISRAEL MUSEUM  
 

Israel Museum and the Shrine of the Book, 
where the Dead Sea Scrolls are housed. We will 
also visit a scale model of the Old City of 
Jerusalem, describing the city as it would 
have been during Jesus’ time. Lunch, Free 
Afternoon. 
Dinner and overnight at Saint George’s Guest 
House  
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, DAY 7: 
JERICHO / NAZARETH 
 
Wadi Qelt early morning to watch the 
sunrise, also get the feel for the desert, 
depart for Jericho to hike up Mt. of 
Temptation and view Tell Jericho, Lunch, 
in Jericho before we begin our trip up the 
Rift Valley to Nazareth. In Nazareth we 
will visit Mary’s Well, the site of the only 
spring-fed fountain in the city, and most 
likely the place where Mary would have 
gone to draw water. We then visit the 
Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Annunciation where we will have an 
opportunity to have an introduction to the Icon, we then follow on foot the path to the Latin 
Church of the Annunciation, the traditional site of the Angel Gabriel’s appearance to Mary, telling 
her she would conceive Jesus, the Emmanuel. Dinner and Overnight at the Sisters of Nazareth. 
Tel: 972-4-6554304  
 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, DAY 8: 
SEA OF GALILEE / JORDAN RIVER / CAPERNAUM & BEATITUDES 
 

Today we depart for the Sea of Galilee-Lake 
Kinnereth. Stop at the Jordan River for the renewal of 
Baptismal vows. We then visit Capernaum where we 
see the Ancient Synagogue and St. Peter’s House. We 
continue to the Mount of Beatitudes, Lunch is by the 
Sea of Galilee, followed by a visit to Tabgha 
(Heptapegon), The Loaves and Fishes Church and the 
Chapel of St. Peter’s Primacy. Boat ride on the Sea of 
Galilee, Dinner and overnight at Sisters of Nazareth  
 
 
 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, DAY 9: 
CAESAREA PHILIPPI  
 
Depart for Caesarea Philippi (Banias) ‘And Jesus went on with his disciples, to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am? “ Dinner 
and Overnight at the Sisters of Nazareth . A treat you will not want to miss!!!  
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, DAY 10: 
BURQIN / NABLUS / TAYBEH  
 
Depart for Burqin. Jesus had passed through Burqin on his way to Jerusalem from Nazareth, and 
as he was passing by the village he heard cries for help from ten lepers who were isolated in 
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quarantine in a cave, Nablus to visit (St. Photini the Greek Orthodox Monastery), St. Photini lived 
in first century Palestine, she was the Samaritan woman who Christ visited at the well asking her 
for water, the church built over Jacob’s well where will tour the church and drink from the Well, 
Lunch in Taybeh, visit the Brewery and the ruins of the 4th century church. Dinner and overnight 
at Saint George’s Guest House. Guest Speaker: Contemporary Issues- An Israeli Perspective  
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, DAY 11: 
BETH-PHAGE / DOMINUS FLEVIT / GETHSEMANE 
 

Depart for Beth-phage and Mt. of Olives walk 
down the Palm Sunday Road ending at the Garden 
of Gethsemane. Lunch, Church of St. Peter in 
Gallicantu, this church was built over the palace of 
the High Priest Caiaphas, where Peter denied Jesus 
three times). Dinner at the Qumris Overnight at 
Saint George’s Guest House  
 
 
 
 

 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, DAY 12: 
WAY OF THE CROSS & EMMAUS  
 
Early this morning we walk and pray the 
Way of the Cross. Later we depart for 
Emmaus Nicopolis. We celebrate the 
Eucharist at the ruins of the Byzantine 
Church. Afternoon at leisure. Transfer to the 
Tel Aviv airport for our return flight to the 
USA  
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DIOCESE OF VERMONT 2023 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 
RESERVATION INFORMATION 

 
RESERVATION DETAILS 
To make a reservation contact: 
THE REV. KIM HARDY at 508-254-4122 or 
Email:  revkimhardy@gmail.com 
 
GROUP SIZE 
The size of the group can vary between 20 and 45. 
 
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES: 
Arrival: at Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv on Saturday, November 25 by leaving 
the United States on Friday, November 24. Qumri Pilgrimages welcomes you to the Land of 
the Holy One! The goal is for you to receive the full experience of your travels to the Holy Land. 
For this reason, all pilgrims must be present at Ben Gurion Airport between 13:00 and 17:00 
(1:00 pm and 5:00 pm) – Valuable information is shared in this first hour on the bus to set the 
tone for our visit. Therefore, the pilgrimage begins when we step on the bus at Ben Gurion. 
 
Departure: please schedule to leave very late evening of Tuesday, December 5. Please book a 
late flight between 23:00 – 00:00 (11:00 pm – 12:00 am). 
 
There will be only two transportation shuttles for pick-up and drop-off. Shuttle hours are 
assigned depending on flight arrangements as a group. 
 
ACCOMODATIONS 
November 25-30 (5 nights) and December 3-5 (2 nights) 
Saint George’s Guest House 
Nablus Road 20 P.O. Box 19018 
Jerusalem 91190 
Email: stgeorges.gh@j-diocese.org 
Telephone: +972-2-6282627 
 
November 30-December 3 (3 nights) 
Sisters of Nazareth 
Casa Nova Street P.O. Box 50274 
Email: accueilnasra@live.fr 
Telephone: +972-4-6553400 
 
LAND TOUR 
What is covered: 

• Accommodation includes Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
• Transportation in comfortable air-conditioned bus 
• Guiding Fee 
• All entrance fees on your itinerary 
• All guest speakers 
• Portage at all hotels 
• Tips for restaurant and hotel staff and bus driver 
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What is not included: 
Airfare, travel insurance, personal expenses such as phone calls, alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
drinks, laundry, and medical insurance. 
There will also be a gratuity collected at the end of the pilgrimage for our extraordinary 
guides. 
 
COST 
• $3,200 per person based on double occupancy. This includes $110 per person for liability 

insurance which provides for a rider on the Vermont Diocesan insurance policy. 
• There are a limited number of single rooms available and a $540 supplement charge for these 

rooms. This total would be $3,740. 
• Air travel and travel insurance are not included and must be purchased separately. 
• A non-refundable deposit of $600 per person and a signed reservation form is due at the 

time of booking and preferably no later than May 1, 2023.  
o A second payment is due July 1, 2023. Double occupancy: $1,300. Single occupancy: $1,840. 
o The final payment of $1,300 is due by August 15, 2023. 

• Checks should be made out to the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont and clearly marked in 
the note section for the pilgrimage. Please send to: 

• Episcopal Diocese of Vermont Israel and Palestine Pilgrimage 
 C/O The Rev. Kim Hardy, 
 20 Lavoie Drive 
 Essex Junction, VT 05452 
• If for any reason it is not possible to pay by check please contact Kim directly at 508-254-4122. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY 
All payments are non-refundable unless the trip is cancelled by Qumri Pilgrimages due to 
safety concerns. Then a full refund will be given. 
 
MEDICAL INSURANCE 
Pilgrims must have international medical insurance. 
 
COVID DOCUMENTATION 
After registration, full Covid Vaccination Documentation must be sent to Kim and Fred. The 
safety of our pilgrims is of utmost importance to us. 
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
Pilgrims are expected to have travel insurance to cover the cost of flight cancellations and trip 
cancellations for any personal reason. This is extremely important. We cannot reimburse for 
individual cancellations after payments and reservations are made. A good travel insurance 
policy should cover your expenses for most reasons, should you need to cancel. If Qumri 
Pilgrimages cancels for safety reasons, a full refund will be offered for the tour only; but not 
airline tickets. 
 
Fred and Kim work with Sherine Hayden and recommend her if you do not have your own 
agent. Wayland Travel, (508) 653-4600 x1232, sherine.hayden@frosch.com 
 
PASSPORT 
Your Passport must be valid for at least 6 months after the arrival date. If it is not, you will 
not be allowed into Israel. 
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RELEASE AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK 

Each person must read and sign the release. If going as a couple, please sign forms individually. 
Your participation on the trip is contingent upon the receipt of the release form. For those under 
the age of 18, a form must be filled out on behalf of a minor and signed by the legal guardian. 
 
 

RELEASE AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK STATEMENT 

I understand that during the pilgrimage in which I am participating under arrangements of 
Qumri Pilgrimages and the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont and its agents/or associates, certain 
risks and dangers may arise, including but not limited to:  hazards of traveling in remote areas; 
travel by automobile, van or other means of conveyance; the forces of nature; accident and/or 
illness in remote locations without immediate evacuation or medical facilities. 
 
In consideration of, and as partial payment for the right to participate in this pilgrimage, its 
activities, and the food and service arranged for me by Qumri Pilgrimages and The Episcopal 
Diocese of Vermont as the sponsoring agency, I have and do hereby assume all the above risks 
and will hold Qumri Pilgrimages, The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont and their agents and 
associates harmless from any and all liability, actions, causes of actions, claims, debts and 
demands of every kind and nature whatsoever, which I now have or may arise in connection 
with my trip or participation in any other activities arranged by me or for me by Qumri 
Pilgrimages, The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont and/or their agents and associates absent the 
gross negligence or willful misconduct of Qumri Pilgrimages, The Episcopal Diocese of 
Vermont, and/or its agents and associates.  The terms hereof shall serve as a release and 
assumption of risk for my heirs, administrators and executors and for all members of my family 
including any minor (s) accompanying me. 
 
I also understand that Qumri Pilgrimages’ guides or the spiritual leaders from The Episcopal 
Diocese of Vermont have the right to disqualify me from any trip activity if in their judgement, I 
am incapable of that activity and/or if my continued participation in the activity will endanger 
me and/or the safety of the group.  I acknowledge that it is my obligation to inform the guides, 
in advance of any activity, of any medical or physical disability or limitation that might disable 
me or render me unable to perform or safely complete that activity, and I also acknowledge that 
I am the best judge of my own condition and limitation and that it is incumbent on me to fully 
disclose the full extent of any such conditions or limitations. 
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EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF VERMONT 
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 2023 

RESERVATION AND RELEASE FORM – PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN 
           
 
Name ______________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________ State _______   Zip _________ 
 
Cell Phone preferred  _________________________________________ 
             
Email _________________________________________ 
 
Parish if you have one____________________________ Diocese_________________________ 
 
 
I have read and do agree to all of the conditions stated in Episcopal Diocese of Vermont 2023 
Holy Land Pilgrimage Reservation Information and Release and Assumption of Risk 
Statement. 
 
Signature ____________________________________________ 
   
Date  _______________________________________________ 
 
In case of emergency, please contact: 
 
Name _______________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ 
  
Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 
 
Evening Phone ________________________________________ 
 
MEDICAL QUESTIONS 

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO NOTIFY US OF ANY MEDICAL CONDITION THAT WE 
SHOULD BE AWARE OF DURING YOUR TIME IN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE WITH QUMRI 
PILGRIMAGES TOUR GROUP. PLEASE INCLUDE PROOF OF UPDATED COVID 
VACCINATION. 
 
DIETARY REQUIREMENTS 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL DIETARY REQUIREMENTS. 
 
DEPOSIT 
Please mail this signed form with deposit check made out to The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont, 
c/o The Rev. Kim Hardy, 20 Lavoie Drive., Essex Junction, VT 05452. 


