
Revise Canons to Amend Certain 2022 Canon Amendments 
 
SPONSOR: Canons Committee, Diocese of Vermont 
 
CONTACT PERSONS: Thomas A. Little, tlittle@vsac.org; 802.238-4989; Steven Marshall; 
marshall.law@comcast.net; (802) 868-3367 
 
 
RESOLVED, That the 190th Convention of the Diocese of Vermont amend the Canons of the 
Diocese of Vermont to read as presented below, the new text highlighted and underlined and the 
deleted text overstruck and highlighted; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED That these amendments will take effect upon adjournment of the November 9, 2023 
Diocesan Convention; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That the changes to these Canons adopted by the Diocesan Convention on 
November 9, 2023, shall sunset and cease to be effective at the adjournment of the 2025 annual 
Diocesan Convention unless that Convention, or an earlier Convention, extends their 
effectiveness; the 2024 Convention shall strive to anticipate this eventuality and enact any 
needed transition plan; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, That all Diocesan institutions and entities affected by these amendments, in 
collaboration with and under the leadership of the Bishop, take all reasonably available steps to 
assure a smooth transition as the governance changes enacted by this Resolution are 
implemented; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That the Canons Committee be directed to undertake a thorough review of the 
Canons to (a) identify any and all nonmaterial grammatical and punctuation errors throughout 
the Canons, correct them, and issue a revised version of the Canons; and (b) identify material 
inconsistencies, gaps and other areas for revision and propose appropriate revisions for 
consideration and action at the 2023 Diocesan Convention. 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
This draft presents a substantial revision to Canon 6 of the 2022 Canon amendments—
principally, changing the enhanced Standing Committee (which, under the 2022 changes,  
functioned akin to the former Diocesan Council), of which the Bishop was not a member, to an 
Executive Council with the Bishop as President and, where necessary, changing "Standing 
Committee" to "Executive Council." The draft, in Canon 6, proposes the structure and 
membership of the Executive Council. 
 
The proposed changes are "redlined," with additions underscored and deletions overstruck.  
 
"Mission of the Church," which appears on the canons in some five instances, is proposed to be 
changed to "mission of God in the Church," better from a theological perspective as advised by 
Bishop Shannon MacVean-Brown and two of her colleagues. 
 
These proposals have been reviewed and are supported by the Canons Committee, the Bishop 
and the Standing Committee. 
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