
	  
A ministry and community of  prayer of   

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

A few notes about our service: 
The Green Mountain Online Abbey is a community of  liturgical prayer 
that uses a range of  resources approved by the Anglican communion and 
our Bishop. Within the liturgy, we offer intercessions on behalf  of  the 
community, the church, and the world. At some services, the leader will 
invite personal intercession, at which time you are welcome to unmute and 
offer your own biddings. Otherwise, please keep your microphone muted 
as you pray with the responder. 

If  you would like to add to our prayer list, please email Vicar adwoa Wilson 
at awilson@diovermont.org. 

As an Abbey, we also offer formation in Scripture, Anglican tradition, and 
the spiritual life. With some occasional or seasonal omissions, these 
offerings occur on Saturday mornings for 30-60 minutes, immediately 
following 8:00 am prayer. 

Welcome!




MORNING PRAYER 

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 
Week 2 in Eastertide 
Damien, Priest, 1889 

and Marianne Cope, Monastic, 1918 
of  Hawaii 

Opening Sentence	 	 	 	 	 	  
The Officiant says the following 
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord  
Jesus Christ.    1 Corinthians 15:57 

Invitatory and Psalter	 	 	 	 	 	   
Officiant 	 O God, open our lips. 
People  	 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All	 	 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Officiant  	 Alleluia, Christ is shown forth in glory:   
People  	 O come, let us adore him, alleluia.  

Said in unison Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of  malice and evil, *  
but with the unleavened bread of  sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
death no longer has dominion over him.  



The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of  those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of  the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  

Officiant  	 Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed: 
People	  	 O come, let us adore him, alleluia. 

Psalm Appointed    119:1-24      
Read responsively by whole verse	 	 	 	 	                   
1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 
who walk in your law, O God! 

2 Happy are they who observe your decrees * 
and seek you with all their hearts! 

3 Who never do any wrong, * 
but always walk in your ways. 

4 You laid down your commandments, * 
that we should fully keep them. 

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct * 
that I might keep your statutes! 

6 Then I should not be put to shame, * 
when I regard all your commandments. 

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * 



when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

8 I will keep your statutes; * 
do not utterly forsake me. 

9 How shall young ones cleanse their ways? * 
By keeping to your words. 

10 With my whole heart I seek you; * 
let me not stray from your commandments. 

11 I treasure your promise in my heart, * 
that I may not sin against you. 

12 Blest are you, O God; * 
instruct me in your statutes. 

13 With my lips will I recite * 
all the judgments of  your mouth. 

14 I have taken greater delight in the way of  your decrees * 
than in all manner of  riches. 

15 I will meditate on your commandments * 
and give attention to your ways. 

16 My delight is in your statutes; * 
I will not forget your word. 

17 Deal bountifully with your servant, * 
that I may live and keep your word. 

18 Open my eyes, that I may see * 
the wonders of  your law. 

19 I am a stranger here on earth; * 



do not hide your commandments from me. 

20 My soul is consumed at all times * 
with longing for your judgments. 

21 You have rebuked the insolent; * 
cursed are they who stray from your commandments! 

22 Turn from me shame and rebuke, * 
for I have kept your decrees. 

23 Even though rulers sit and plot against me, * 
I will meditate on your statutes. 

24 For your decrees are my delight, * 
and they are my counselors. 

	 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
	 	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from 1 Peter 2:1-10 

Rid yourselves, therefore, of  all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and 
all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that 
by it you may grow into salvation— if  indeed you have tasted that the Lord 
is good. 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
   a cornerstone chosen and precious; 



and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’  
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the very head of  the corner’,  
and 
‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
   and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of  him who called 
you out of  darkness into his marvellous light.  
Once you were not a people, 
   but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
   but now you have received mercy.  

Here ends the reading. 

read in unison The Song of  the Redeemed Revelation 15:3-4 
O ruler of  the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of  righteousness and truth, * 
O King of  all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, and sing the praises of  your Name?* 
for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
because your just and holy works have been revealed. 

The Gospel 
Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of  John 15:1-11 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 



have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself  unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
If  you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my love. If  you keep my commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 

Here ends the reading. 

A full minute of  silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and ministry 
of  Jesus. 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit  
and born of  the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  



The Prayers 
Officiant  	 The Lord be with you 
People 	 And also with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	           
Officiant and People An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of  trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 

For all creation, the power, 
	 and the glory are yours, 
	 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages 
V. Save your people, O God, and bless your inheritance; 
R. govern and uphold us now and always.  
V. Day by day we bless you 
R. we praise your name forever.  
V. O God, keep us without sin today; 
R. have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.  
V. Show us your love and mercy; 
R. for we put our trust in you.  
V. In you, O God, is our hope; 
R. and we shall never hope in vain. 

The Collects  
The Collect of  the Day 
Officiant 



Bind up the wounds of  your children, O God, and help us to be bold and 
loving in service to all who are shunned for the diseases they suffer, 
following the example of  your servants Damien and Marianne, that your 
grace may be poured forth upon all; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and have our 
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, 
that in all the cares and occupations of  our life we may not forget you, but 
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 

Together, led by Responder 
For Healing Divisions 
God of  unity, heal our divided society. Help us to overcome the prejudices 
and biases that hinder justice. Teach us to love one another as You have 
loved us, transcending the boundaries that separate us. We thank You, O 
God, for being the source of  unity and harmony in our midst. Amen. 

During this time, one of  our Abbey intercessors will offer our collective prayers for this 
community, the church, and the world. 

Intercessor  	 Lord in your mercy. 
People: 	 	 Hear our prayer. 

The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission 

A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of  your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and 
prayers which we offer before you for all members of  your holy Church, 
that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



The General Thanksgiving	 	 	 	         
The Officiant and People say together 
Almighty God, of  boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of  this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of  the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision , 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

Dismissal 
Deacon 	 Let us bless God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People		 To God be thanks forever. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

The Officiant ends with a Concluding Sentence	 	 	 	 	  
The grace of  our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the 
communion of  the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

May the God of  hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of  the Holy Spirit. Amen.  



Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation in the 
church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Commemoration 
Fr. Damien was born Joseph de Veuster in 1840 in Belgium, the son 
of  a farmer. At the age of  18, he joined the Congregation of  the Sacred 
Hearts of  Jesus and Mary. He made his first vows in 1859 and took the 
name Damien, after the ancient physician and martyr. When his older 
brother became ill and was unable to join the mission endeavor in Hawaii, 
Damien volunteered to take his place. 

As Father Damien began his ministry in Hawaii, leprosy was spreading 
rapidly throughout the Islands. In 1863, King Kamehameha V ordered 
those with leprosy to be sent to Kalaupapa, an isolated peninsula on the 
northern coast of  Molokai. There, on the side of  the peninsula known as 
Kalawao, those afflicted by the disease were left with no aid. 

Damien was among the first priests to arrive in Kalawao, and he remained 
there for the rest of  his life, building houses, an orphanage, a church, and a 



hospital. He ate with those he served, worshipped with them, and invited 
them into his home. He eventually contracted leprosy, later known as 
Hansen’s disease, and died in 1889. 

Like Father Damien, Marianne Cope aspired to a religious vocation at an 
early age. She entered the Sisters of  St. Francis in Syracuse, New York, in 
1862, and in 1870, she began work as a nurse and administrator at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Syracuse, where she was criticized for accepting 
alcoholics and other undesirable patients. 

In 1883, she received a letter from a priest in Hawaii asking for help 
managing the hospitals and ministry to leprosy patients. She arrived 
in Honolulu in 1883 and immediately took over supervision of  the 
Kaka’ako Branch Hospital, which served as a receiving center for leprosy 
patients from all over the islands. She also opened a care center for the 
healthy children of  leprosy victims. 

In 1884, she met Father Damien, and in 1886, she alone ministered to him 
when his illness made him unwelcome among church and government 
leaders. She continued her work with hospitals and sufferers of  Hansen’s 
disease until her death in 1918. 

 —Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2022 Church Publishing 

Liturgy created the following resources: Book of  Common Prayer, Enriching Our 
Worship, Saint Helena Breviary and A New Zealand with Prayer Book, Common 
Worship Times and Seasons, Adapted from https://www.gonzaga.edu/about/
president-leadership/messagesmedia/2021/thoughts-and-prayers-daunte-wright-and-
caron-nazario


