
  
A ministry and community of  prayer of  

The Episcopal Diocese of  Vermont 

A few notes about our service: 
The Green Mountain Online Abbey is a community of  liturgical prayer 
that uses a range of  resources approved by the Anglican communion and 
our Bishop. Within the liturgy, we offer intercessions on behalf  of  the 
community, the church, and the world. At some services, the leader will 
invite personal intercession, at which time you are welcome to unmute and 
offer your own biddings. Otherwise, please keep your microphone muted 
as you pray with the responder. 

If  you would like to add to our prayer list, please email Vicar adwoa Wilson 
at awilson@diovermont.org. 

As an Abbey, we also offer formation in Scripture, Anglican tradition, and 
the spiritual life. With some occasional or seasonal omissions, these 
offerings occur on Saturday mornings for 30-60 minutes, immediately 
following 8:00 am prayer. 

Welcome!

 



MORNING PRAYER  
 

Tuesday, May 26 2026 
Ordinary Time, Proper 3 

Augustine 
First Archbishop of  Canterbury,  

605 

Opening Sentence	 	 	 	 	 	  

Officiant 
May the words of  my mouth and the thoughts of  my heart be pleasing in 
your sight, O God, my rock and my redeemer. Psalm 19:14 

Invitatory and Psalter	 	 	 	 	 	   

Officiant	 O God, open our lips. 
People	 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All	 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 	 	  

Officiant     Our God has redeemed the world: 
People	   Come, let us worship.  

Said in unison Jubilate   Psalm 100	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
May all lands be joyful before you, O God, * 
 serve with gladness  
	 and come before your presence with a song. 

For we know that you are God; * 
 you yourself  have made us, and we are yours; 
  	 we are your people and the sheep of  your pasture. 
We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, 



go into your courts with praise, * 
  	 give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 

For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; * 
  	 and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Officiant    	 Our God has redeemed the world: 
People	   Come, let us worship.  

Psalms Appointed      26 & 28     
Read responsively by whole verse 
 Psalm 26 
1 Give judgment for me, O God, 
for I have lived with integrity; * 
I have trusted in you and have not faltered. 

2 Test me, O God, and try me; * 
examine my heart and my mind. 

3 For your love is before my eyes; * 
I have walked faithfully with you. 

4 I have not sat with the worthless, * 
nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

5 I have hated the company of  evildoers; * 
I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O God, * 
that I may go in procession round your altar, 

7 Singing aloud a song of  thanksgiving * 
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

8 O God, I love the house in which you dwell * 



and the place where your glory abides. 

9 Do not sweep me away with sinners * 
nor my life with those who thirst for blood, 

10 Whose hands are full of  evil plots * 
and their right hand full of  bribes. 

11 As for me, I will live with integrity; * 
redeem me, O God, and have pity on me. 

12 My foot stands on level ground; * 
in the full assembly I will bless you, O God. 

Psalm 28 
1 O God, I call to you; 
my Rock, do not be deaf  to my cry; * 
lest, if  you do not hear me, 
I become like those who go down to the Pit. 

2 Hear the voice of  my prayer when I cry out to you, * 
when I lift up my hands to your holy of  holies. 

3 Do not snatch me away with the wicked or with the evildoers, * 
who speak peaceably with their neighbors, 
while strife is in their hearts. 

4 Repay them according to their deeds, * 
and according to the wickedness of  their actions. 

5 According to the work of  their hands repay them, * 
and give them their just deserts. 

6 They have no understanding of  your doings, 
nor of  the works of  your hands; * 



therefore you will break them down and not build them up. 

7 Blest are you, O God, * 
for you have heard the voice of  my prayer. 

8 You are my strength and my shield; * 
my heart trusts in you, and I have been helped; 

9 Therefore my heart dances for joy, * 
and in my song will I praise you. 

10 You are the strength of  your people, * 
a safe refuge for your anointed. 

11 Save your people and bless your inheritance; * 
shepherd them and carry them for ever. 

	 Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:   
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Lessons 
First Reading   
Reader  A reading from 1 Timothy 1:18-2:8 
I am giving you these instructions, Timothy, my child, in accordance with 
the prophecies made earlier about you, so that by following them you may 
fight the good fight, having faith and a good conscience. By rejecting 
conscience, certain persons have suffered shipwreck in the faith; among 
them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have turned over to Satan, so 
that they may learn not to blaspheme.  

First of  all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings should be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of  God 
our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 



knowledge of  the truth. For 
there is one God; 
   there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
Christ Jesus, himself  human,  
   who gave himself  a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of  the Gentiles 
in faith and truth. 

I desire, then, that in every place the men should pray, lifting up holy hands 
without anger or argument. 

Reader    Here ends the reading. 

read in unison Canticle L  
A Song of  Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  
Though in the form of  God, * 
	 Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
But emptied himself, taking the form of  a servant, *  
	 and was born in human likeness.  
Being found in human form, he humbled himself  *  
	 and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
	 and given him the name above every name,  
That at the name of  Jesus, every knee shall bow, *  
	 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *  
	 to the glory of  God the Father.  

The Gospel 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of  Matthew 12:33-42 

‘Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its 
fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. You brood of  vipers! How can 
you speak good things, when you are evil? For out of  the abundance of  the 
heart the mouth speaks. The good person brings good things out of  a 



good treasure, and the evil person brings evil things out of  an evil treasure. 
I tell you, on the day of  judgement you will have to give an account for 
every careless word you utter; for by your words you will be justified, and 
by your words you will be condemned.’ 

Then some of  the scribes and Pharisees said to him, ‘Teacher, we wish to 
see a sign from you.’ But he answered them, ‘An evil and adulterous 
generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of  
the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was for three days and three nights in 
the belly of  the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son of  
Man will be in the heart of  the earth. The people of  Nineveh will rise up at 
the judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they repented 
at the proclamation of  Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is 
here! The queen of  the South will rise up at the judgement with this 
generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of  the earth 
to listen to the wisdom of  Solomon, and see, something greater than 
Solomon is here! 

Here ends the reading. 

A full minute of  silence is observed so that we may reflect on the teachings and ministry 
of  Jesus. 

The Apostles' Creed	 	 	 	 	 	       
Together 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
	 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
	 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
	 	 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
	 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 	 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
	 He descended to the dead. 
	 On the third day he rose again. 
	 He ascended into heaven, 
	 	 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 



	 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
	 the holy catholic Church,  
	 the communion of  saints,  
	 the forgiveness of  sins,  
	 the resurrection of  the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	
	 	 	 	              
Officiant	 God be with you. 
People	         And also with you. 
Officiant	 Let us pray. 

Together 
An alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Our loving God in heaven,  
holy is your Name,  
may your reign come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of  trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 

For all creation, the power, 
	 and the glory are yours, 
	 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages  
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 



V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of  peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of  your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of  heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of  our life. 

The Collects  

The Collect of  the Day 
Officiant 
O Lord our God, who by your Son Jesus Christ called your servant 
Augustine to preach the Gospel to the English people: We pray that all 
whom you call and send may do your will, bide your time, and see your 
glory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Together 
A Collect for Guidance 
O God, our Creator and Sustainer, in you we live and move and have our 
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, 
that in all the cares and occupations of  our life we may not forget you, but 
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 

Together, Led by Responder 
A Collect for Social Justice and Peace 
Almighty God, source of  true justice and peace, in you there is no 
distinction of  persons, for in you we are equally loved. Reconcile us that we 
may live and work with each other and with you to establish your reign on 
earth where there is no poverty, war, or any oppression, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen.  



During this time, one of  our Abbey intercessors will offer our collective prayers for this 
community, the church, and the world. 

The Intercessor concludes: 	Lord in your mercy. 
People: 	 Hear our prayer. 

The Officiant concludes with the Collect for Mission. 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of  your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and 
prayers which we offer before you for all members of  your holy Church, 
that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving	 	 	 	        
Together 
Almighty God, of  boundless mercy, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of  this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of  the world  
by our Savior Jesus Christ; 
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts  
we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips,  
but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our best vision, 



to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

Together 
A Collect of  Dedication  
Beloved God: As we offer ourselves to you this day, guide and stir us with 
your Holy Spirit, that we may become one body, one spirit in Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen.  

Dismissal 
Officiant	 Let us bless God. 
People		 To God be thanks forever. 

Concluding Sentences	  
Officiant says one of  the following		 	 	  
The grace of  our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the 
communion of  the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

May the God of  hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of  the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation in the 
church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 

Commemoration 
Although Christianity had existed in Britain before the invasions of  Angles 
and Saxons in the fifth century, Pope Gregory the Great decided in 596 to 
send a mission to the pagan Anglo-Saxons. He selected, from his own 
monastery on the Coelian hill in Rome, a group of  monks, led by their 
prior, Augustine. They arrived in Kent in 597, carrying a silver cross and an 
image of  Jesus Christ painted on a board, which thus became, so far as we 
know, “Canterbury’s first icon.” 



King Ethelbert tolerated their presence and allowed them the use of  an old 
church built on the east side of  Canterbury, dating from the Roman 
occupation of  Britain. Here, says Bede, they assembled “to sing the psalms, 
to pray, to say Mass, to preach, and to baptize.” This church of  St. Martin 
is the earliest place of  Christian worship in England still in use. 

Probably in 601, Ethelbert was converted, thus becoming the first Christian 
king in England. Around the same time, Augustine was ordained as a 
bishop somewhere in France and named “Archbishop of  the English 
Nation.” Thus, the see of  Canterbury and its Cathedral Church of  Christ 
owe their establishment to Augustine’s mission, as does the nearby Abbey 
of  Saints Peter and Paul, later re-named for Augustine. The “chair of  St. 
Augustine” in Canterbury Cathedral, however, dates from the thirteenth 
century. 

Some correspondence between Augustine and Gregory survives. One of  
the Pope’s most famous counsels to the first Archbishop of  Canterbury 
has to do with diversity in the young English church. Gregory writes, “If  
you have found customs, whether in the Roman, Gallican, or any other 
churches that may be more acceptable to God, I wish you to make a careful 
selection of  them, and teach the church of  the English, which is still young 
in the faith, whatever you can profitably learn from the various churches. 
For things should not be loved for the sake of  places, but places for the 
sake of  good things.” This counsel bears on the search for Christian “unity 
in diversity” of  the ecumenical movement of  today. 

Augustine died on May 26, probably in 605. 

—Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2022 Church Publishing 



Liturgy created with the following resources: Book of  Common Prayer, Enriching 
Our Worship, Saint Helena Breviary, A New Zealand Prayer Book and The 
Inclusive Bible, From the Manual of  the Society of  the Companions of  the Holy 
Cross Submitted by Judith Lockhart Radtke


